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DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTY’S 2015-16 STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

This memorandum is to request your review and update of the County’s State
Legislative Agenda for the first year of the 2015-16 Legislative Session. The Agenda
contains principles and policies that serve as the basis for the development and
advocacy of positions on State legislative, administrative, and budget issues. After
reviewing recommendations submitted by departments, our office will present only the
recommended changes to the existing State Legislative Agenda to the Board for
approval. All previously adopted policies and positions will remain in effect.

Each department and commission is asked to review the Board-adopted 2013-14 State
Legislative Agenda (Attachment [), assess your needs, and determine whether any
revisions should be recommended to the Board. Any proposed changes should be
accompanied by an explanation of why the revision is necessary with examples of
specific positions that might be taken based on the policy and an explanation of its
fiscal, programmatic and/or service impacts on the County. We encourage you to
consult with this office and other departments in developing recommendations that
affect multiple departments.

Proposals for County-Sponsored State Legislation

Consistent with prior practice, we will begin contacting your legislative coordinators to
discuss potential proposals for sponsorship in the coming weeks. Given the State's
fiscal condition and political climate in Sacramento, we ask that you reserve County-
sponsorship initiatives for your highest legislative priorities. Specifically, each new
legislative proposal should be accompanied by: 1) a one-page fact sheet with a
description of the issue, explanation of existing law, and the fiscal, programmatic and
service impact to the County and statewide, if known, and the organizations likely to
support or oppose the proposal and the reasons for their positions; and 2) County
Counsel approved bill language.
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Due Dates

To ensure sufficient time to discuss your recommendations and proposals with our
office and allow review by Board Offices in advance of their consideration, we request
that your responses be submitted to your legislative analyst (Attachment Il) by the
following dates:

Item Due Date

State Legislative Agenda Changes September 30, 2014

Proposals for County-Sponsored State Legislation | October 6, 2014

If your department does not have any recommended changes or proposals for County
sponsorship, please advise Patricia Carbajal via email at pcarbajal@ceo.lacounty.gov
by the above mentioned deadlines.

Legislative Training

This office will be conducting legislative training for departments, commissions, and
other interested parties. The training includes an overview of the State and Federal
legislative and budget process, procedures for developing the County's legislative
agendas, and hands-on instruction on preparing bill analyses and drafting
recommendations for County advocacy positions. The legislative analyst assigned to
your department will contact your staff at the end of September to schedule training
dates and times.

If you have any questions, you may contact Manuel Rivas, Jr. at (213) 974-1464, or
your staff may contact Ms. Carbajal at (213) 974-1327, or the legislative analyst
assigned to your department.

We appreciate your efforts and cooperation in this regard.

WTF.RA
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STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR THE SECOND YEAR OF THE 2013-14 SESSION

On December 3, 2013, the Board voted to adopt recommended policy changes to the
County's State Legislative Agenda for the second year of the 2013-14 Legislative
Session with Supervisors Antonovich and Knabe voting no on the following policies
within the existing Agenda:

e General Principle No. 5 related to reducing the two-thirds vote requirement for
increasing revenues (page 1); and

e Policy 11.9 related to reducing the vote requirement to enact county-wide sales
or gas tax transportation measures (page 62).

In addition, Supervisor Antonovich voted no on the following policies:

e Policy 2.5.4 related to allowing counties, flood control districts and other public
agencies to implement storm water fees upon voter approval for clean water
projects (page 10);

¢ Policy Section 4.10 related to the implementation of Federal Health Care Reform
(pages 35 and 36);
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» Policy 4.13.1 related to requiring public and private insurers to offer full coverage
for dental and oral health care services(page 38):

» Policy 4.13.2 related to improving access to dental and oral health care services
for children and adults (page 38); and

o Policy 12.1.16 related to assisting local governments in the development and
implementation of Climate Action Plans that aim to reduce energy and water
consumption, equipment and fleet emissions, and other greenhouse gas
emissions targeted under AB 32 of 2006 (page 64).

The State Legislative Agenda contains Board approved policies, positions and priorities
on State issues of County interest to be pursued in the Legislature and with the
Governor Brown Administration and its agencies in 2014.

For your reference, attached is a copy of the approved Board letter and the complete
State Legislative Agenda, inclusive of all the policy revisions adopted by the Board on
December 3, 2013.

If you have any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact
Manuel Rivas, Jr., of my staff, at (213) 974-1464.

WTF.RA
MR:PC:ma

Attachments
c: All Department Heads

All County Commissions
Legislative Strategist

Board Memos 2013/State Leg Agen_transmittal memo_120513




WILLIAM T FUJIOKA
Chief Executive OHicer

December 3, 2013

County of Los Angeles
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICE

Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street, Room 713, Los Angeles, California 90012
(213) 974-1101
http:f/ceo.lacounty.gov

AS ADOPTED BY
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
ON DECEMBER 3, 2013

The Honorable Board of Supervisors

County of Los Angeles

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Supervisors:

STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR THE SECOND YEAR

SUBJECT

OF THE 2013-14 SESSION

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS AFFECTED)

(3 VOTES)

ATTACHMENT |

Board of Supervisors

GLORIA MOLINA
First District

MARK RIDLEY-THOMAS
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ZEV YAROSLAVSKY
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DON KNABE
Fourth District

MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Fifth District

The following recommendations represent the updated policies and proposals for the
second year of the 2013-14 Legislative Session, which were developed in coordination
with Board offices, County departments, and County Counsel. This package, together
with other positions previously adopted by the Board, represent guiding principles for
the County’s advocacy efforts in Sacramento.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Approve the attached additions, deletions, and changes

to existing

Board-adopted policies and positions for inclusion in the 2013-14 State
Legislative Agenda (Attachment).

2. Instruct the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and affected County departments to
work with the Los Angeles County delegation, other counties and local
governments, and interest groups to pursue these policies, positions, and
priorities in the State Legislature, and with the Administration and its agencies.
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

The recommended changes seek to minimize the adverse impact of State actions on
the County, achieve greater flexibility over the use of State funds, protect revenue
sources for County-provided services, secure State financial assistance whenever
possible, and promote the growth of the State and local economy.

CALIFORNIA FISCAL OUTLOOK

On June 27, 2013, Governor Brown signed the FY 2013-14 State Budget Act. Unlike
the past several years where the State had to address multibillion doliar budget
shortfalls, the $138.3 bilion spending plan ($96.3 billion State General Fund;
$42.0 billion Special Fund) includes several programmatic funding increases. As further
indication of the economic recovery and the ensuing improvement to the State’s Budget
situation, FY 2013-14 is projected to end with an approximate $1.1 billion State General
Fund reserve.

Some of the key features of the FY 2013-14 State Budget plan include: 1) $7.7 billion in
additional funding for California schools and community colleges; 2) the State-based
expansion of Medi-Cal eligibility resulting in an increased number of Californians that
will be eligible for health care coverage beginning January 1, 2014; 3) the restoration or
partial restoration of prior year reductions to the judicial branch and adult dental benefits
under Medi-Cal; and 4) $143.0 million in one-time funding for mental health services
infrastructure.

With the State’s decision to move forward with a State-based model for the Medi-Cal
expansion, much of the responsibility and cost burden for providing the related health
care services will shift from counties to the State. As a result, the FY 2013-14 State
Budget redirects a portion of the funding that counties would have otherwise received
under 1991 Realignment to the State General Fund. As previously reported, the
anticipated savings to counties and the resulting 1991 Realignment redirection to the
State General Fund is projected to be $300.0 million statewide in FY 2013-14.

While the national and State economies continue to recover slowly, the Governor has
indicated that the State Budget is balanced by a narrow margin and, that significant
risks and liabilities remain which could result in a return to fiscal deficits. The Governor
has indicated that he will continue to prudently monitor the State’s fiscal resources and
pay down the State’s budgetary debt.

On November 20, 2013, the Legislative Analyst's Office (LAQ) released its fiscal outlook

for California which projects continued improvement in the State’s finances and
indicates that the current budget conditions are stronger than at any point in the past
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decade. The LAO forecasts that the State will end FY 2013-14 with a $2.4 billion dollar
reserve, double the amount the Administration had projected in the FY 2013-14 State
Budget Act, and projects the State will have a $5.6 billion reserve by the end
of FY 2014-15. The LAO further projects that the State will have strong operating
surpluses in the coming years as revenues will grow faster than expenditures through
FY 2017-18. The LAO forecasts that State operating surpluses will remain stable at
approximately $10.0 billion per year by FY 2018-19 and FY 2019-20.

The Legislative Analyst's Office fiscal outlook indicates the need for cautious budget
planning in the coming years, and that its forecast assumes continued economic
recovery and steady growth in stock prices. However, the LAO notes that an economic
downturn in the next few years could result in a return to deficit budgets. The LAO
recommends that the Legislature and the Governor be strategic in budgeting projected
operating surpluses over the next several years, and should continue to consider the
natural volatility of State revenues and future economic uncertainties when making
budget decisions. The LAO also recommends that the Legislature and the Governor
remain committed to building strong reserves and paying down the State’s budgetary
liabilities.

COUNTY LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

In 2014, the County’s initial advocacy priorities will be primarily concentrated on the
State’s ongoing fiscal condition, the implementation of Federal Health Care Reform,
extension of the 1115 Medicaid Waiver, preservation of 1991 Realignment funding,
public safety protections, human trafficking and the sexual exploitation of children, and
potential program realignment efforts, as listed below.

State Budget. Given the tentative economic recovery both nationally and in California,
as well as the potential volatility in State revenue receipts, this office will continue to
focus its attention on the preservation of State funding received by the County. The
County will continue to support adequate and protected funding for programs it
operates on behalf of the State, and will pursue a partnership with the
Administration and the Legislature to address potential State funding reductions
in which the County assumes a fair share of budget cuts, if the proposed
reductions are developed with the County’s active participation.

Health Care Reform Implementation. Implementation of Federal Health Care Reform,
including the expansion of Medi-Cal for newly eligible persons will be effective
January 1, 2014. This office will continue to work with the affected County departments
to closely monitor and make necessary recommendations on legislative, budgetary and
administrative issues related to the implementation of health care reform which may
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affect the County, including: 1) Medi-Cal outreach and enroliment outcomes;
2) transition of persons in the Low-Income Health Program to Medi-Cal; 3) preservation
of the existing health care safety net; and 4) access to services for the remaining
uninsured; among other issues as they arise. The County will continue to strongly
advocate that the Administration work closely with counties and other
stakeholders to ensure the successful implementation of Health Care Reform and
to ensure that the County’s health care system meets the demands of the newly
insured population as well as those individuals who will remain uninsured.

Renewal of the 1115 Medicaid Waiver. California’s current 1115 Medicaid Waiver, “A
Bridge to Reform,” which provides initiatives to implement key provisions of the Federal
Affordable Care Act, including the expansion of Medi-Cal eligibility, is scheduled to
expire in October 2015. The State has indicated that it intends to begin negotiations
with the Federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid for a new waiver in 2014. The new
waiver is vital for the County and for the successful implementation of Health Care
Reform. The County anticipates that resources and program flexibility provided through
a new waiver will be needed to continue the transformation of the County's heaith
system into an integrated care delivery model. The County will work in collaboration
with the Administration, the Legislature and other stakeholders to ensure that the
waiver renewal maximizes funding for services and facilities to support and
strengthen the County’s health care system and safety net, and expand coverage
and access for low-income individuals as provided under the Federal Affordable
Care Act.

Preservation of 1991 Realignment Funding. AB 85 (Chapter 24, Statutes of 2013)
established a formula to calculate 1991 Realignment health savings which counties are
expected to achieve as a result of the Medi-Cal expansion under the Federal Affordable
Care Act. The bill contains a Los Angeles County-specific formula which was
developed by the Department of Health Services and the Administration to determine
the County’s share of savings while preserving funding for the health care safety net.
The County will continue to advocate for the preservation of 1991 Realignment
funds and related funding streams, including the County-specific funding formula
established in AB 85 of 2013, to ensure that sufficient funds are available to meet
its mandate to provide health care for uninsured persons and other required
services funded through 1991 Realignment.

Public Safety Protections. A number of public safety issues continue to confront both
the State and counties in which this office will focus its attention in 2014. These issues
include: 1) the allocation of funding for the supervision and incarceration of offenders
shifted from the responsibility of the State to the counties under AB 109 of 2011; 2) the
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provision of needed information and appropriate levels of supervision for mentally il
offenders and Sexually Violent Predators released by the State; and 3) the development
of effective short- and long-term solutions to address State prison overcrowding that
ensure public safety and do not place additional burdens on counties. The County will
advocate for an adequate and fair allocation of AB 109 funding and seek to
ensure the County is fully reimbursed for costs incurred for the supervision and
incarceration of offenders shifted under AB 109. The County will pursue
legislative and administrative solutions to ensure the State provides information
and appropriate levels of supervision for mentally ill offenders and Sexually
Violent Predators. The County will also advocate for and support State efforts to
seek custody solutions to avoid early releases and institute effective long-term
recidivism reduction programs to address overcrowding in the State prison
system which minimize impact to public safety and local government.

Human Trafficking and the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children.
Numerous reports and studies indicate the widespread and insidious nature of sex
trafficking and the commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) nationally and in
Los Angeles County. Efforts are needed to stem the increasing presence of gangs in
the commercial sex trade and hold both those who engage in trafficking and the
consumers who solicit minors accountable. Additional services and funding for the
victims of sex trafficking and CSEC are also needed. The County will pursue
enhanced penalties for traffickers and those who solicit underage individuals for
commercial sex, and will strongly advocate for enhanced resources and State
funding to provide adequate services to victims of human trafficking.

Potential Program Realignment Efforts. As part of Governor Brown's realignment
proposals released in January 2011, two phases of realignment were outlined. The first
phase, enacted by the 2011 Public Safety Realignment, included the shift in
responsibility from the State to counties for a number of public safety and health and
human services programs. The Governor indicated that he would consider a second
phase of realignment due to the shift of costs from counties to the State as uninsured
individuals move to Medi-Cal under health care reform. This was accomplished, in part,
with the enactment of AB 85 of 2013, as described above. Therefore, it is possible that
the Administration may propose the realignment of additional programs in 2014.
Consistent with previous efforts, the County will continue to oppose any efforts
by the Administration to realign additional programs and responsibilities to
counties without negotiating directly with the counties. Further, the County will
oppose any effort to realign programs unless the State provides: 1) full funding
which includes growth provisions from guaranteed and protected funding
sources; 2) local control and program flexibility; and 3) protections that prohibit
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the State from increasing programmatic responsibility and costs to counties
without providing adequate funding.

RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO THE COUNTY'’S STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

The recommended changes in the attachment represent requests from this office,
County departments and commissions and Board offices to add or modify policy
statements consistent with existing operational goals and plans. New policy statements
represent emerging programs and issues for which we are seeking the Board's
concurrence to guide future advocacy efforts. In addition, some policies are no longer
applicable, and therefore, have been removed.

All other previously adopted State Legislative Agenda policies and positions remain in

effect; and as such, advocacy will continue on these matters. A revised comprehensive
list of all State Legislative Agenda policy statements will be published subsequent to

consideration of the changes included in this letter.

IMPLEMENTATION OF STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS

The proposed policies in the State Legislative Agenda are consistent with the County’s
Strategic Plan Goals of Operational Effectiveness and Fiscal Sustainability. Operational
Effectiveness is achieved by providing timely advocacy on proposals that could
significantly impact the County and support the delivery of efficient public services.
Fiscal Sustainability results from efforts by the CEO, Sacramento advocates and County
departments to maintain funding for critical County services and to oppose further
program reductions or new unfunded mandates on County government.

CONCLUSION

The recommended additions, deletions and changes to existing Board-adopted policies
are submitted for the Board’s consideration as guiding principles for inclusion in the
State Legislative Agenda for the second year of the 2013-14 Legislative Session. The
CEO will ensure that all legislative positions pursued are communicated to the Board,
and that Board offices are provided the opportunity for input on those positions prior to
any initial advocacy.
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The policies and proposals contained in this package are in addition to, and are not
intended to replace or be exclusive of any position the Board may adopt at any time
during the year. As in the past, the State Legislative Agenda will be updated to reflect
subsequent Board actions and will be shared with all County departments subsequent

to Board approval.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLI T FUJIOKA
Chief Executive Officer

WTF:RA
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c: Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
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Auditor-Controller
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GENERAL STATE LEGISLATIVE PRINCIPLES

The County will seek to maximize State revenues; full funding for the costs of State
programs; additional funding for programs where service needs have outpaced stagnant or
slow growing revenues; funding formulae which ensure an equitable allocation of State
funding; minimize the adverse impact of State actions; achieve greater flexibility over the
use of State funds; secure State assistance whenever possible, especially from non-General
Fund sources, to preserve the County’s property tax, sales tax, locally-imposed taxes or
fees, or Vehicle License Fee revenue base; oppose the shift of programs unless control is
also shifted and State funding is guaranteed; and to oppose new unfunded mandates unless
they promote a higher priority. The County also will:

1.

10.
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Oppose any legislation or regulation that would transfer to Los Angeles County or its
residents any costs or revenue losses incurred by another jurisdiction.

Support or sponsor a constitutional amendment to reallocate to local school districts
the property tax revenue derived from State-assessed properties in exchange for
reallocation of non-Educational Revenue Augmentation Fund property tax revenues
derived from the local roll.

Support proposals to restructure State and local service responsibilities if they:
create a nexus between authority, responsibility, accountability, and revenues;
promote program effectiveness and cost containment; and recognize the limited
fiscal capacity of counties by transferring sufficient revenue in the first and
subsequent years.

Oppose legislation to change the definition of revenue neutrality in special
cases, unless other entities are protected from unintended legal precedents by
language narrowly justifying the need for special legislation.

Support proposals that reduce the two-thirds vote requirement for increasing
revenues.

Oppose legislation that would constitute State unfunded land use and general plan-
related mandates on local governments.

Oppose any abridgement or elimination of the Board of Supervisors’ powers and
duties unless the change promotes a higher priority of the Board.

Support proposals to address the State budget shortfall for which the County would
be willing to assume a fair share of budget cuts if they are developed with the active
participation of the County in designing long-term solutions throughout the entire
budget process.

Support proposals for constitutional amendments that guarantee secure, adequate
and permanent revenue and provide specific County protections for programs
transferred from the State to counties.

Oppose the transfer of programs from the State to counties unless program control
and flexibility is also shifted and adequate State funding is guaranteed.
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1. CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Child Welfare Services

1.1

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Page 2

Support increased funding for family preservation programs.

Support legislation to maintain the full Child Welfare Services allocation independent
of actual caseload for up to five years to cover the increased costs of implementing
new programs to improve outcomes for children by allowing them to remain safely at
home, shorten their length of stay in care and reduce re-abuse.

Support proposals to ensure full funding for the Child Welfare Services Program,
including increased funding to cover all mandated services, pursuant to the SB 2030
(Chapter 785, Statutes of 1998) Workload Study and the fully loaded costs of a
social worker.

Oppose proposals that would reduce protections for child welfare workers in the
legitimate exercise of their discretion in the performance of their duties, thereby
increasing liability to the County.

Oppose unfunded mandates that do not enhance child safety or expedited
permanence.

Support proposals to enhance adoptions by increasing funding for adoption
activities and post-adoption services, and expanding to out-of-state private adoption
agencies the payments currently authorized to California private adoption agencies
for the unreimbursed costs of placing children for adoption.

Support funding of initial and forensic medical examinations in child abuse cases.

Support funding for parenting programs aimed at teens and child care services for
teen parents.

Support legislation that increases funding for the use of family group conferencing
and team decision-making to develop an individualized plan for the care of each
child.

Support legislation to clarify that agencies providing services to a family may share
case information.

Support legislation to streamline Dependency Court procedures while ensuring the
safety and best interests of children.

Support proposals that simplify Welfare and Institutions Code Statutes regarding
notice of dependency hearings.

Support proposals that promote collaboration between child welfare, parks and
recreation, and law enforcement agencies to enhance the County's ability to
establish partnerships and develop programs that improve the quality of life for
children.
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14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22.

Support proposals to clarify and provide for social workers' access to dependent
children’s medical, counseling, and education records.

Support proposals to fund Child Welfare Services outcome improvements included
in the County's Self-lmprovement Plan, including Point of Engagement, the State's
AB 636 (Chapter 678, Statutes of 2001) Outcomes and Accountability System and
the Federal Children and Family Services Review.

Support proposals that increase the types of professionals required to report
suspected cases of child abuse.

Support proposals that enhance and improve child safety.
Support proposals to open Juvenile Court Dependency hearings to the public.

Support proposals which expand and enhance the technology used by child welfare
agencies to improve child safety.

Support legislation to allow law enforcement agencies to submit information on
cases of known or suspected child abuse or severe neglect for inclusion in the Child
Abuse Central Index.

Support legislation to allow social workers to authorize medical, dental and mental
health assessments and screenings for detained children in the dependency
system.

Support proposals to restore the hearsay exception for health care practitioners in
jurisdictional hearings under the Welfare and Institutions Code.

1.2 _Child Welfare Services — Foster Care

Page 3

Support continued eligibility of immigrant foster children for Medi-Cal and Foster
Care funds.

Support proposals to increase appropriate foster care resources by funding targeted
recruitment, review of existing foster care payment rates to ensure equity and
appropriateness, and professionalizing foster parenting.

Support State reimbursement for the placement of dependent children who are
eligible for regional center services, in for-profit group homes, when a not-for-profit
facility is unavailable.

Support proposals that would allow counties to secure increased Federal funds for
foster care and other services provided to abused and neglected children at no
increased net cost to the State General Fund.

Support legislation and funding to allow the California Department of Social Services
Community Care Licensing Division and local government to make unannounced
visits to Foster Family Agency certified homes.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
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Support efforts which enhance legal permanency for children in foster care by
promoting kinship adoption, enhancing Kin-GAP and supporting subsidized legal
guardianship without requiring the full array of ongoing court and Child Welfare
Services.

Support legislation and funding to facilitate successful emancipation, promote
self-sufficiency and improve opportunities for youth aging out of foster care.

Support proposals which allow the sharing of information concerning family homes
certified by foster family agencies to prevent the licensure, approval and/or
re-certification of previously de-certified homes.

Support proposals to simplify foster care program eligibility requirements.

Support proposals to enhance permanency for children by streamlining and
consolidating the separate studies and criminal clearances that must be
administered to a caregiver for licensure, approval, and adoption.

Support proposals and funding to ensure that the educational system appropriately
meets the educational needs of children in foster care, including improved
monitoring of non-public schools.

Support proposals that provide and fund substance abuse treatment services for
children and parents in the Child Welfare Services system.

Support proposals to shorten the timeframes to achieve permanence, including
expanding the court’s authority to expedite permanency by limiting reunification
services on all children if the parent has failed to participate regularly and make
substantive progress in the case plan.

Support proposals which allow flexibility in the use of funds to provide services to
families and caregivers to strengthen their parenting abilities and prevent the need
for placement, shorten the length of stay and reduce re-abuse.

Support funding for proposals that would expand searches for relatives, provide
technical assistance and training so that permanent, lifelong connections for
children and youth of all ages can be achieved.

Support proposals that achieve permanency for previously adopted children who
have returned to the foster care system as a result of an adoption disruption or the
death or incapacitation of an adoptive parent.

Support proposals that reduce use of out-of-home placement because the best
interests of children are served when they can safely remain with their parents or
guardian.

Support proposals that improve timelines for permanent placement of dependent
children to provide a safe, permanent family connection and promote emotional
health, well-being, and stability.

Support proposals to secure credit reports for foster youth.
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20. Support proposals to fully fund Emancipated Youth Stipends and the Independent

Living Program.

1.3 Child Care and Child Development

1.

Support efforts to enhance the quality of early care and education that set high
standards for all services and program types and address the needs of all children
including those with disabilities and other special needs, and their families.

Support efforts to develop and implement a statewide quality rating and
improvement system and a system to adjust reimbursement rates based on
demonstrated quality.

Support efforts to develop and sustain a well-educated and highly skilled
professional workforce prepared to serve the cultural and linguistically diverse child
and family populations of Los Angeles County.

Support efforts to ensure the health and safety of all children cared for in licensed
early care and education facilities as afforded by timely, regular, and frequent on-
site monitoring by the California Department of Social Services, Community Care
Licensing Division.

Support efforts to adequately fund high-quality early care and education services for
all children from low- and moderate-income families.

Support the streamlining of California Department of Education/Child Development
Division administrative processes to expand access for low-income families, ensure
continuity of care, and promote flexible use of early care and education funding to
meet the needs of families.

Support efforts to expand the supply of appropriate early care and education
services by including these services in city and county general plans.

Support proposals designed to prevent, detect, investigate and, when appropriate,
prosecute fraud in subsidized child care and development programs.

Support efforts to ensure that vulnerable children and their families have access to
consistent, uninterrupted subsidized early care and education services.

2. ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL RESOURCES AND RECREATION
2.1 _Air Quality

1.

Support proposals and/or funding to assist local governments to: 1) purchase zero
and/or near zero emission vehicles, including plug-in and hybrid vehicles, idle
reduction devices, electric vehicle charging infrastructure; 2) upgrade refueling
infrastructure; 3) make necessary facility improvements; and/or 4) convert vehicle
fleets to alternative fuels to enable the shift toward more fuel-efficient vehicles and
lower carbon fuels to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and help improve air
quality.

Page 5
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

Support funding to assist local government compliance with existing and pending
regulations to reduce emissions from both mobile and fixed sources.

Support measures to develop and increase the availability and use of alternative
fuels, and retrofit of existing generators and fleets.

Oppose cuts in assistance to local government fuel emission reduction programs.

Support measures that promote the development of cleaner burning fuels and other
feasible technologies that help meet Federal and State air quality standards.

Support measures that allow for innovation and local flexibility in developing,
maintaining, and expanding cost-effective programs that increase vehicle ridership.

Support legislation that provides increased funding for the reduction of particulate
matter emissions from on-road diesel vehicles and other diesel-powered equipment
such as backhoes, forklifts, air compressors, and large portable emergency
generators, independent of nitrous oxide emissions.

Support proposals that provide authority to local and regional agencies to reduce
locomotive, railyard, port, and mobile source emissions.

Support proposals that return a greater share of funds to local areas which generate
AB 2766 (Chapter 1705, Statutes of 1990) revenues, and provide greater flexibility
to local programs to comply with air quality rules and regulations.

Support measures that require local air districts, through their On-Road Vehicle
Mitigation Options, to give credit for emission reduction to qualified employers
whose employees commute in plug-in hybrids and/or hybrid vehicles with a
minimum Federal Environmental Protection Agency rating of 40 or more miles per
gallon (city).

Support legislation that would allow public agencies to procure on-road, diesel-
electric powered, hybrid vehicles to be deployed as fleet work vehicles.

Oppose legislation that provides broad and categorical California Environmental
Quality Act exemptions for the South Coast Air Quality Management District with
respect to emission credits and the issuance of permits.

Support legislation that provides narrow and tailored exemptions to immediately
allow essential public projects, hospitals, and historically exempted projects such as
small businesses to gain South Coast Air Quality Management District permits, and
emission credits.

Support legislation that seeks to reduce cumulative impacts of air emissions in
densely populated urban environments.
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2.2 Beaches

1. Support measures that provide funding for beach erosion and accretion monitoring
and for beach sand replenishment, including full funding of the Public Beach
Restoration Act (Chapter 798, Statutes of 1999).

N

Support funding to maintain clean beaches and improve the water quality of coastal
waters, estuaries, bays, and near shore waters.

3. Support funding for refurbishment and construction of restrooms, parking lots,
accessways, lifeguard and maintenance facilities, docks, landscaping and other
related beach and marina infrastructure on public beaches and at Marina del Rey.

4. Support proposals to include beaches in the definition of parks for the purpose of
qualifying for park funding programs, if the beaches are in densely populated urban
areas and are used by large numbers of residents as if they were an urban park.

5. Oppose legislation to provide the Coastal Commission additional discretion in
approving permits for construction of seawalls, revetments, breakwaters, groins,
harbor channels, or similar structures.

6. Oppose legislation to establish an off-leash dog beach in Los Angeles County
unless it provides for State indemnification of the County and an appropriation to
fund all additional County costs associated with an off-leash dog beach program.

N

Support legislation that provides for full funding for the local operation, maintenance,
management, planning, and development of State-owned beaches managed by the
County, such as Will Rogers State Beach and Dockweiler State Beach, securing an
equitable allocation of State funding for locally operated units of the State Park
System.

@

Support proposals to fully preserve the California Department of Boating and
Waterways.

©

Support legislation to extend concession lease terms on State-owned facilities,
including those which are under local control, when the concessionaire intends to
make an investment in the property or increase revenues to the State or local
operator.

10. Support proposals to secure funding for grant programs and financial incentives for
green initiatives in marinas.

2.3 _Environmental Protection and Open Space

1. Support increased funding for environmental protection programs and capital
projects, including resource, open space, and shoreline protection, as well as
Santa Monica Bay and beach restoration.

2. Support proposals to establish a statewide endowment fund to protect, restore, and
maintain natural resource areas, such as mountains, forests, beaches, park natural
areas, preserves, wildlife/wildflower sanctuaries, greenways, riparian corridors,
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10.

1.

12.

trails, and other natural environments containing ecological, geological, habitat,
cultural, recreational, and scenic value.

Support proposals to streamline the permitting process and provide funding for the
control, removal and/or eradication of invasive species that negatively affect natural
landscape, open space areas, water quality, and water supply.

Support legislation to promote environmentally friendly programs that address
reasonable protection of resources such as pesticide use, care of trees, ecological
systems and open space, and use of gray and reclaimed water.

Support measures to promote the preservation and restoration of Los Angeles
County mountain, bay, watershed, river, oak woodlands, and wetland areas.

Support legislation that provides property tax credit for the recording of open space
and conservation easements on property.

Support legislation to collect a fee of up to $6 upon the annual registration or
renewal of motor vehicle registrations to fund projects and grants that prevent,
reduce, remediate, or mitigate the adverse environmental effects of motor vehicles
and their associated facilities and other infrastructure improvement projects.

Support legislation that would exempt routine maintenance and operation of existing
publicly owned facilities and temporary and emergency measures from Regional
Board permits, Streambed Alteration Agreements, State Fish and Game
requirements or other agencies’ permit processes as well as any compensatory
mitigation requirements of State agencies.

Support legislation that streamlines the process, clarifies application information
requirements, reduces delays in approval times, and reduces the cost for acquiring
permits from State agencies for construction and maintenance projects and
emergency actions taken by public agencies.

Support legislation that would enable the County to comply with various
environmental regulations, such as by minimizing the generation of pollutants at
their source.

Sponsor or support legislation that would require the California Environmental
Protection Agency and its affiliated agencies (including but not limited to the
Department of Toxic Substances Control and the Regional Water Boards) to ensure
that consultants hired to conduct and complete State mandated contamination
investigations and related health assessments are independent from the identified
contaminating party or parties.

Support proposals which would: 1) provide a comprehensive statutory framework for
regulation of hydraulic fracturing (or “fracking”) and other well stimulation treatments
in California; 2) provide statutory and regulatory protection from potential hazards to
the environment, groundwater quality, air quality, seismic safety, and public health
that may result from these processes; and 3) require the disclosure of chemicals
used in hydraulic fracturing and other well stimulation treatments.
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2.4 Parks

1.

10.

11.

12.

Page 9

Support proposals to fund for acquisition, development, and rehabilitation of parks
and recreation facilities and open space, and seek additional funding for the
establishment of new urban parks in the underserved areas of the County.

Support legislation that provides for full funding for the local operation, maintenance,
management, planning and development of State-owned parks and open space
areas managed by the County, such as Castaic Lake State Recreation Area,
Kenneth Hahn State Recreation Area, and Placerita Canyon State Park, securing an
equitable allocation of State funding for locally-operated units of the State Park
System.

Support proposals to fund and promote partnering opportunities with social service
agencies and schools for youth programs, services, and facilities that incorporate
positive recreation alternatives and that provide employment opportunities for youth.

Support legislation that promotes innovative programs that provide alternatives to
gang activity and encourage the employment of at-risk youth.

Support proposals to fund or promote partnering opportunities with social service
and health agencies to increase healthy activities and exercise programs in parks
for youth and adults.

Support proposals to fund after-school programs in park facilities and schools
operated by parks and recreation agencies, with special incentives and funding for
programs in identified high-crime areas.

Support proposals which promote partnering opportunities with social and health
service agencies and allow park and recreation programs to be eligible for State
preventive health funding.

Support proposals to fund the urban reforestation programs of the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.

Support proposals to fund State mandated fingerprinting of all park staff and
volunteers responsible for supervision of minors.

Oppose legislation that would increase exposure to, or reduce immunities from,
governmental liability related to the ownership, construction, operation, or
maintenance of recreational facilities.

Support proposals to fund for new and expanded programs that encourage all
children to participate in outdoor recreational activities and programs that involve
increased physical activity to address the obesity issue in our youth.

Support proposals to fund programs at park facilities that build social connections
between parents and their community and to provide information about child
development and effective parenting strategies.
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2.5 Watershed Management and Flood Control

1.

10.

1.

Support proposals to fund grants for projects that link watershed management,
environmental restoration, recreation, open space, and beach improvements.

Support proposals which promote environmentally-friendly flood control
improvements and projects, and do not diminish the performance of flood control
systems, and oppose legislation or State mandates that would reduce existing levels
of flood protection.

Oppose legislation that would grant cities the authority to set waste discharge
standards for separate municipal sewer systems.

Support legislation to allow counties, flood control districts, and other public
agencies to implement stormwater fees, upon voter approval and/or consistent with
the requirements of Proposition 218 of 1996, to adequately fund clean water
programs.

Support proposals that provide public agencies and special districts with immunities
from liability to encourage development of multi-use watershed management,
environmental restoration, open space, and recreation projects within flood
protection and water conservation facilities.

Support proposals that incorporate the principles of the Safe Harbor Program, as
established by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, into the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife's Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement for the
development of watershed management and water quality enhancement projects.

Support proposals to fund river and stream education and interpretive facilities.

Support proposals that promote a shared Federal, State and local funding formula to
pay for implementation of Total Maximum Daily Load and other storm water
requirements and development of sensible and logical water quality regulations
based on sound science and more reasonable enforcement of those regulations.

Support legislation to fund the planning, construction, operation, and maintenance of
watershed, flood-risk management, or multi-use projects including integrated water
resource projects, and support legislation that would eliminate conflicting State
regulations that hinder integrated water and flood risk management.

Support authorization and funding for the Los Angeles County Drainage Area
Project, as required by AB 1147 (Chapter 1071, Statutes of 2000).

Support legislation that identifies financial incentives (such as no- or low-interest
loans, tax credits, etc.) to assist and encourage the hundreds of thousands of
California homeowners (rural, coastal and urban) who operate Onsite Wastewater
Treatment Systems (OWTS), to test and structurally upgrade, as determined, their
OWTS as required for compliance with AB 885 (Chapter 781, Statutes of 2000).
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12. Support proposals that provide funding for the evaluation of structural and hydraulic
conditions and rehabilitation of sewer infrastructure to reduce sanitary sewer
overflows and for the protection of surface and ground water supply.

13. Support legislation that replaces outdated fecal bacteria indicator standards with
public health related standards for pathogen levels in regulated receiving waters;
applies the updated public health standards to monitoring activities; and provides
funding for the monitoring.

14. Support proposals that prevent predatory flood insurance practices.

2.6 _Water Supply

1. Support proposals to fund counties and other local agencies to treat groundwater for
the removal of arsenic, nutrients, salts, and other pollutants of concern to meet
United States Environmental Protection Agency and California Department of Health
Services standards.

2. Support funding to reduce or mitigate the introduction of and implement the
aggressive removal of carcinogens, nutrients, salts, and other pollutants of concern
from drinking water in Los Angeles County.

3. Support legislation to improve the reliability of water imported into
Los Angeles County.

4. Support legislation to encourage water conservation and increase the efficiency of
water use.

5. Oppose legislation that would create any requirements that impede the construction
of water facilities, or reduce the supply of non-imported water to improved and
developed areas.

6. Support proposals to fund for the design and construction of recycled water systems
to reduce reliance on imported water and improve water supply reliability.

7. Support legislation that would promote groundwater banking programs and facilitate
the regulatory approval process required for implementation of groundwater banking
programs.

8. Support legislation that is directed at increasing the use of recycled water within Los
Angeles County.

9. Oppose legislation that restricts the use of recycled water for groundwater basin

recharge or for any application, except direct potable reuse.

10. Support legislation to increase the reliability of State and local water supplies with
appropriate infrastructure and equitable funding levels utilizing the following
principles: Local Water Reliability and Conservation, Protection and Improvement of
Water Quality, New Water Supplies, Conveyance and Storage, Equitable Allocation
Criteria for Regional Projects, Bond Funding and Appropriations consistent with
other County principles, and Delta Sustainability.
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11. Support legislation that would allow water purveyors to achieve water conservation
objectives.

12. Support legislation that would provide funding for technology to improve the
efficiency of operation and maintenance of water supply systems.

13. Oppose legislation that would create new water quality requirements that would not
result in clear, quantitative benefits to ratepayers.

2.7 Recycling and Waste Reduction

1. Support proposals that increase flexibility for local agencies to meet the waste
reduction goals of the California Integrated Waste Management Act.

2. Support legislation which promotes the development of alternatives to landfills such
as conversion technologies that protect public health and safety and the
environment; clarifies the definition of conversion technologies; establishes a viable
permitting process for these alternatives based on performance standards rather
than prescriptive definitions; ensures alternatives to landfills qualify for renewable
energy production, landfill disposal reduction and reduced carbon fuels production
incentives; provides full diversion and greenhouse gas emission reduction credits for
these alternatives under applicable State law; and provides that all energy produced
by conversion technology facilities be designated as renewable energy.

3. Support proposals to fund local governments for the environmentally safe
management of hazardous and electronic waste.

4. Support legislation and funding to expand markets for diverted materials and
support measures for Recycling Market Development Zones.

o

Support proposals that eliminate overlapping solid waste and recycling authority
between State agencies/departments, and establish greater multi-disciplinary
coordination of State environmental policies.

6. Support legislation to place greater emphasis on waste diversion program
implementation, rather than relying primarily on quantity management, for the
purpose of determining a local government’s compliance with mandates established
in the California Integrated Waste Management Act.

7. Support legislation to provide increased local government representation on the
California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery.

8. Oppose legislation to eliminate diversion credits or recycling credits for the use of
green waste as alternative daily cover.

9. Support legislation that would increase the use of recycled materials on highway

construction, repair projects, and other public works projects.

10. Support legislation that would assist local governments in developing and enhancing
source reduction and recycling initiatives.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
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Support legislation to conduct a comprehensive environmental life-cycle
assessment of waste management practices in California including waste reduction
and recycling as well as the impact of materials transported outside of the State.

Support legislation that places greater emphasis on producer/manufacturer
responsibility for the environmental impact of their products and the waste that is
produced, and shifts end-of-life management and financial responsibilities from local
governments to producers, in order to reduce public costs and encourage
improvements in product design that promote environmental sustainability.

Support legislation that provides or facilitates funding for and/or strengthens the
ability of local governments to prevent and remediate illegal dumping of trash and
rubbish, including open desert areas and vacant lands adjacent to low-income
communities.

Support legislation which would reduce the negative environmental impacts of single
use items, such as expanded polystyrene food containers by: 1) shifting the burden
of addressing those impacts away from residents and the County and toward the
manufacturers of those products; 2) promoting more sustainable alternatives to such
items; and 3) phasing out the use of those items on a statewide basis when
environmentally preferable alternatives are available.

Support legislation which promotes market development and manufacturer
stewardship of environmentally friendly food packaging products.

Support legislation which reduces the environmental impacts of single-use carryout
bags and decreases the financial burden on local governments to address those
impacts, and would not pre-empt stricter bag ordinances that local jurisdictions have
enacted. Legislative proposals should seek to promote the use of reusable bags,
reduce the use of plastic or paper carryout bags, and/or increase at-store recycling
of carryout bags.

Support legislation to amend the provision of AB 2449, Chapter 845, Statutes of
2006, (Section 42252(a) of the Public Resources Code) to also require an
environmental awareness message imprinted on each plastic carryout bag
describing the negative impacts littered plastic carryout bags have on the
environment and wildlife and the need to use reusable bags.

Support legislation that would exempt soils from undeveloped watersheds, such as
lands in wilderness parks or open space properties, from testing requirements at
landfills and streamline the process for landfills to accept clean soil for cover
purposes or beneficial uses such as construction fill material for building roads.

Oppose legislation which bans new hazardous materials from landfill disposal
unless the proposals also provide a funding mechanism and/or establish programs
and guidelines for local governments to manage the banned materials.
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3. GENERAL GOVERNMENT
3.1 _Retirement, Compensation and Benefits, and Workers’ Compensation

1.

10.

1.

12.

Support or sponsor local option legislation to implement employee compensation or
benefit changes, as directed by the Board of Supervisors.

Oppose legislation that mandates or authorizes compensation or benefit changes
without approval of the Board of Supervisors.

Oppose legislation which would remove the Board of Supervisors’ control over
benefit increases or decreases in the Los Angeles County Retirement System that
increase County cost.

Support legislation that promotes the timely provision of reasonable and necessary
medical care and workers’ compensation benefits while opposing legislation that
erodes reforms accomplished by FY 2003-04 and FY 2011-12 workers’
compensation reform legislation and oppose legislation that increases workers'
compensation benefits unless it maintains a fair and equitable balance for
employers and employees within the reforms previously adopted by the Legislature.

Support workers’ compensation reform proposals that align public sector workers’
compensation benefits with private sector benefits to the greatest extent practical.

Oppose legislation that mandates eligibility of additional employees for safety
workers' compensation benefits or safety retirement benefit provisions.

Oppose legislation that expands existing or creates new presumptions related to
injuries, illnesses, diseases, or physical conditions and that can be claimed as job-
related for workers’ compensation or service-connected disability retirement.

Oppose legislation that eliminates current requirements that employees
demonstrate on-the-job exposure in order to qualify for workers’ compensation or
service-connected disability retirement benefits.

Support proposals to clarify the rights and responsibilities of the County to pay
Advanced Disability Pension Benefits to safety members to ensure that all
appropriate County costs are reimbursed.

Support legislation to fund the Public Interest Attorney Loan Repayment Program to
assist in the recruitment and retention of public defenders and prosecutors, or any
other student loan repayment assistance or forgiveness legislation which promotes
the recruitment and retention of public defenders and prosecutors.

Support legislation to eliminate billing fraud or abuses of the workers’ compensation
system.

Support legislation to authorize local governments to implement retirement changes
which may include: 1) a limitation on bonuses and other extraordinary pay such as
overtime which may be included in pensionable income; 2) a revision of “final
compensation” for purposes of calculating a retiree’s pension from the highest one
year to the average of the highest three years; 3) changes to retiree health plans to
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enable the County to adjust the design of the health plans to assist in controlling
costs; and 4) coordination of benefits between disability retirement and workers’
compensation permanent disability to prevent overlapping payments for the same
disability.

13. Support pension reform changes and/or improvements that allow the County to
recruit and retain highly-specialized personnel to provide critical health, mental
health, legal, and other specialized services for County residents.

14. Support legislation allowing a public jurisdiction to terminate LC 4850, special work
leave benefits for safety personnel, and authorize disability pension benefits when
clear and convincing evidence exists that an employee’s work-related disability will
preclude the worker from ever returning to the performance of his or her duties.

3.2 Land Use Planning

1. Oppose legislation that infringes upon county board of supervisors’ local land use
decision-making authority.

2. Support proposals to impose liens on non-owner occupied properties to recover
costs associated with code compliance enforcement.

w

Oppose legislation that imposes financial penalties on local governments for
implementing zoning regulations that reduce the value of affected private properties.

4. Support legislation that promotes the development of housing sites near public
transit hubs, discourages sprawl, or promotes urban design that encourages safe
walking and cycling routes to commercial districts and schools if financed by a
mutually agreed upon funding mechanism.

o

Support legislation which would bring uniformity to the California Coast Act, which
currently allows approval of decisions by a coastal county on coastal permit
applications for developments that are not designated as the principle permitted use
under the certified zoning ordinance to be appealed, but does not allow for appeals
of the same decisions made by a city or a city and county.

o

Support legislation which subjects sober-living homes to local zoning regulations.

N

Support proposals to require the State to disclose how it computes the Regional
Housing Needs Assessment allocations including how local information is used in
these calculations.

@

Oppose legislation that would establish building standards outside of the existing
building code adoption process or that would hinder effective administration and
enforcement of building standards.

©

Support proposals that provide builders and/or developers incentives to incorporate
Universal Design/Visitability features which insure safe, easy access into all housing
including new or converted dwellings or multifamily units for all persons, regardless
of age or physical disability.
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10. Support proposals to fund counties and other local agencies for outreach programs
to educate communities on how to integrate sustainable and water efficiency
elements into development and renovation projects.

11. Support proposals to monitor regulatory proceedings initiated by AB 32 (Chapter
488, Statutes of 2006), SB 97 (Chapter 185, Statutes of 2007), and SB 375
(Chapter 728, Statutes of 2008) and advocate for regulations that woulid: 1)
preserve the County's flexibility in making California Environmental Quality Act
determinations; and 2) incentivize actions by the County and other local
governments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and meet AB 32 mandates both
through their operations and their regulatory authority.

12. Oppose legislation that would grant the proposed City of Industry Football Stadium
and Entertainment Complex an exemption from requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act.

13. Support legislation that provides urban counties with the same authority that cities
have under current law to exempt infill projects from the California Environmental
Quality Act, as long as those projects meet the additional requirement that they are
located within a locally-designated Transit Oriented Development district, or are
within one-half mile of a fixed rail transit station.

14. Support legislation that provides expedited judicial review processes, similar to
those provided in SB 292 (Chapter 353, Statutes of 2011), for the development of
projects that provide vital public services, including hospitals, health clinics, fire and
police/sheriff stations, communication facilities/systems, libraries, schools,
transportation projects, and other vital government capital projects in the County
that serve the public interest, as well as commercial, sports, cultural, recreational,
and clean energy projects.

15. Oppose legislation that regulates or prohibits the California Science Center from
negotiating lease agreements with public and/or private entities that support the
establishment or maintenance of educational and cultural activities, tourism, and/or
economic development.

1

(o)}

. Support legislation that seeks to prohibit the South Coast Air Quality Management
District from regulating or prohibiting the use of any and all fire rings on beaches
Statewide and instead allow local jurisdictions to determine for themselves what is
right for their areas and constituents.

3.3 Agricultural Commissioner/Weights and Measures

1. Support proposals to increase State and industry funding for detection, exclusion,
and eradication of pests, the Preventive (sterile) Release Program for
Mediterranean Fruit Fly and other invasive pests, and inspection of nursery plants
and products.

2. Support proposals to increase State and industry funding to improve the program to
inspect and certify farmers’ markets, and to effectively regulate producers
participating in certified farmers’ markets.

Page 16



2013-2014 STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

3.4

Support proposals to increase funding for the management of established pests,
including invasive weeds, insects and vertebrates, and research to develop resistant
plant varieties for established diseases such as Pierce’s Disease and Sudden Oak
Death.

Support increased funding to regulate economic poisons (pesticides) to protect food
and fiber crops, and ornamental landscape to ensure the safety of workers and the
public, and to protect the quality of the environment.

Support proposals which strengthen the compliance of the structural fumigation
industry in the safe handling of registered fumigants, and promote the safe use and
handling of pesticides among workers and the general public.

Support proposals that increase the allocation of unclaimed refunded gas tax
revenues generated from farming and horticultural activities to counties for use by
county agricultural commissioners to provide services to support regulatory
oversight of agricultural producers and to enhance local programs related to
agriculture.

Oppose legislation that impedes the control of rodents, invasive species, and
enforcement of pesticide use laws and regulations.

Consumer Protection and Fair Business Practices

1.

N

w

B

o

o

Support legislation to protect consumers by providing increased and more reliable
product quantity and price information to facilitate value comparisons and
transaction accuracy in sales or purchases of any commodities or materials
according to weight, measure or count.

Support legislation to exempt weights and measures regulatory vehicles from
hazardous materials regulations, provided such vehicles do not enter public
roadways when carrying such materials.

Support legislation to prohibit products recalled or banned by the
United States Consumer Products Safety Commission from being resold in thrift
shops, flea markets, and/or used in child care facilities.

Support proposals which aliow for the County's full recovery of costs related to
enforcement of laws governing commercial weighing and measuring device
accuracy, packaging and sales of commodities, the quality of motor vehicle fuels,
and the accuracy of prices charged in retail transactions.

Support proposals that provide funding to the County Sealer for inspections of
recycling centers to ensure citizens receive full value for their redeemed beverage
containers.

Support proposals that promote effective price verification inspections by enhancing
funding and encouraging investigations focusing on problem pricing areas and
practices.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
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Support proposals that maintain or increase funding for the Dispute Resolution
Program.

Support proposals to allow or grant local governments the right to adopt local
consumer protection standards and enforcement mechanisms.

Oppose measures that expand commercial use of individual medical records for
direct marketing or promotional purposes since this is not only an invasion of
patients’ medical privacy and implied confidentiality, but it may also disclose their
private health, medical, and diagnostic information without their permission.

Support legislation to enhance the County’s existing Homeowner Notification
Program to include the notification and application of a surcharge when notices of
default or sale are recorded to inform property owners and lawful occupants of the
property of real estate fraud protection and foreclosure prevention options.

Oppose legislation that exempts any commercially-used weighing or measuring
device, packaged commodity, petroleum product, automated retail checkout system
or business transactional operation from laws and regulations applicable to these
items under Weights and Measures regulatory activities.

Support proposals that protect consumers from debt collectors and debt buyers who
engage in unfair and abusive debt collection practices and litigation.

Support proposals that maintain or increase funding for the Small Claims Advisor
Program and simplify the small claims filing process for individual consumers and
small businesses.

Support proposals to strengthen consumer protections with regard to business

filings requirements by establishing stricter registration requirements for process
servers.

Support proposals that increase protections for consumers against fraud, scams,
and unfair or deceptive business practices.

Support legislation that protects businesses from deceptive business practices.

Support proposals to increase funding for collaborative consumer protection and
consumer education programs.

Support proposals that increase free access of consumers to their credit scores and
to simplify the process to correct credit report discrepancies.

Support proposals to increase identity theft protections and provide funding for the
assistance needed to help victims restore their credit.

Support legislation that would extend or remove the sunset date of the County's
Enhanced Homeowner Notification Program (SB 62 of 2011).




2013-2014 STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

21.

22.

3.5

Oppose legislation which would prevent charitable organizations from collecting
donated goods by restricting the placement of unattended collection boxes as long
as they are compliant with existing laws and local ordinances.

Oppose legislation which would prohibit private entities contracting with a public
agency from displaying content on their uniforms or vehicles which could imply the
local agency is providing those services, unless the contractor conspicuously
displays a disclaimer that they are not government employees.

Child Support Administration

1.

Support legislation to allow counties to relinquish all responsibility for the local child
support program to the State, should the State fail to adequately fund the program.

Support proposals to fully fund county child support collection program costs.

Support proposals that would hold counties harmless for any error or omission on
the part of the State, including failure to meet collection standards.

Support legislation to improve collection of child support orders including:

a. Proposals that seek to base a child support order contained in a default judgment
on the payor-parent’s actual income, rather than presume, in the absence of
proof of the payor-parent’s income, that the payor-parent works 40 hours per
week earning minimum wage.

b. Proposals that seek to enable local child support agencies to collect child support
from non-traditional sources of income such as gaming proceeds paid to parents
who owe past-due child support. This would allow the Department of Child
Support Services to collect more child support for children and families.

c. Proposals to further adjust the mandatory statewide child support guideline for
low-income parents.

d. Proposals to increase collections by developing data matches between counties
and local child support agencies, including data matches for individuals that
contract with or receive a license or permit from a county, to the extent the
information is public, which would yield specific information enabling the local
child support agency to locate the assets of more parents who owe child support
and collect more child support for children and families.

e. Proposals to eliminate the accrual of interest on past-due child support payments
in order to make child support arrearages more manageable.

3.6_County Investment Practices

1.
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Support measures which propose reasonable changes to local investment practices
to protect public funds, and oppose measures which unnecessarily restrict the ability
of local agencies to invest prudently and optimize investment returns.
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2. Oppose measures which repeal the authority of counties to issue bond financing or
other debt when viable and feasible, or which limit counties’ ability to issue debt to
refund outstanding bonds to reduce the cost of borrowing.

3. Support proposals that authorize the County to issue bonds to securitize loans, such
as property tax revenues pursuant to Proposition 1A of 2004, which the State
borrows from local governments.

3.7 Local Agency Formation Commission

1. Support legislation that ensures the revenue neutrality of local reorganizations
provided that it:

a.

Does not change statutes covering Local Agency Formation Commission
(LAFCO) proceedings regarding special reorganizations filed before January 1,
2000.

Is not retroactive to incorporations that took place before the effective date of the
legislation enacting the change.

Ensures that one element of the cost of services to be assumed by the
incorporating entity shall be the cost of those services provided within the area by
the State which will, subsequent to incorporation, be provided by the
incorporating entity.

Ensures that the State will maintain revenue neutrality by transferring to the
incorporating entity ongoing State revenue equal to the State’s prior cost of
providing those services.

Does not increase the duties and responsibiliies of LAFCO or dictate
expenditures for services without providing reimbursement through fees or from
State sources.

Provides that in calculating the cost of service responsibilities being transferred in
a reorganization, the LAFCO shall not consider those services funded from
sources that were voter-approved or that, if re-enacted, would be subject to the
provisions of Articles XIIl C and D of the State Constitution.

Does not increase the fiscal liability of the County in annexations and
incorporations.

Requires the appropriate transfer of Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA)
for annexations and incorporations; requires the submission of RHNA transfers
as a part of the application for consideration of an annexation proposal by the
LAFCO; and provides clarification for calculating the appropriate RHNA transfer.

2. Oppose legislation that requires LAFCO to review and make recommendations on
urban expansion projects in outlying areas for efficient and adequate extensions of
urban level infrastructure and services.
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3.8

Historic Preservation

1.

3.9

Support legislation for the funding and development of the El Pueblo Cultural and
Performing Arts Center on the County-owned properties known as the Antique
Block.

Support proposals to fund the protection, preservation, and enhancement of
historical areas under County ownership or control and for State-owned sites within
the County.

Support legislation that would maintain the survey monument preservation fund to
pay for the necessary expenses incurred or authorized by the county surveyor to
properly perform and maintain monument surveys of major historical land division
lines.

.9 Human Relations

Support legislation that addresses and combats discrimination based on age,
disability, disease status, gender identity, language, immigration status, national
origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or other protected characteristics.

Support legislation to reduce hate crimes, increase human relations education and
training, and increase communities' capacity to address intergroup relations issues
in a positive way.

3.10 Library Services

1.

2.

Support proposals to fully fund the Public Library Foundation Program.
Support proposals to restore library district property taxes.

Support proposals that provide State bond financing for public library construction
and renovation.

Support proposals to maintain funding for the Transaction Based Reimbursement
Program administered by the California State Library and encourage universal
borrowing among library jurisdictions in California.

Support legislation that would dedicate one-half of one percent of Proposition 98 of
1988 monies to public libraries.

Support proposals to maintain the California Teleconnect Fund (CTF) and oppose
measures that link CTF discounts to participation in the Federal E-rate Discount
Program.

Support proposals that fund or provide access to financial literacy materials and
services in community-based organizations, consumer counseling organizations,
educational institutions, government, and financial institutions.
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3.11 _Museums and Performing Arts

1.

2.

Support measures which provide increased State funding for the arts and museums,
including construction/renovation of regional cultural facilities.

Support proposals to fund the Grand Avenue Project.

3.12 Education

1.

2.

Support proposals to fund for school crossing guards provided by counties.

Support legislation to require school districts to establish a process in which the
parent or guardian of a student commits in a written agreement or compact to assist
and cooperate in the education of that student.

Support proposals to fund the California Subject Matter Projects, which includes the
California Arts Projects.

Support proposals which would 