
 CHILD CARE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

January 8, 2014 
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Children’s Institute, Inc. - Otis Booth Campus 
2121 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90026 
    

AGENDA 
  

1. Welcome and Introductions (10 minutes)    
 Opening Statement 
 Comments by the Chair 

 
 

Richard Cohen, Chair 

2. Approval of Minutes (5 minutes)        Action Item 
▪ December 9, 2013    

Richard Cohen 

3. Report from the Joint Committee on Legislation (15 minutes)    
▪ Budget and Legislative Themes for 2014 

 
 

▪ Planning Council Role (Strategic Plan) 
 
 

Lisa Wilkin, Co-chair of 
Joint Committee on 
Legislation 
 
Karla Pleitez Howell 
Member 
 

4. Report from the Policy Roundtable for Child Care and 
Development (10 minutes)    

▪ Policy Framework for Child Care 
▪ First 5 LA Commission 

 

Karla Pleitez Howell 

5. Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation (60 minutes)     
▪ Promoting children’s healthy social and emotional development 
▪ Building professional capacities 
▪ Emerging collaborative systems:  Next Steps 

 

Nancy Ezra, Ph.D.  
Nacera Bendelhoum 
Aracely Gonzalez 
Children’s Institute, Inc. 

6.  
 

Announcements and Public Comment  (5 minutes) 
 
  

 

7. Call to Adjourn 
 

Richard Cohen 

 
Next Meeting 
Wednesday, February 5, 2014 ▪ 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
Center for Healthy Communities 
at The California Endowment 
1000 North Alameda Street, Mojave Room 
Los Angeles, CA  90012  

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The mission of the Child Care Planning Committee is to engage parents, child care providers, 

allied organizations, community, and public agencies in collaborative planning efforts to improve 
the overall child care infrastructure of Los Angeles County, including the quality and continuity, 

affordability, and accessibility of child care and development services for all families.   
  

 

 

 



Recommended Reading and Resources 
 
 

Georgetown University Center for Child and Human Development.  Early Childhood Mental 
Health Consultation.  Visit http://gucchd.georgetown.edu/67637.html for information on their 
work and links to additional resources. 
 
Inclusion Work Group of the Los Angeles County Child Care Planning Committee.  Children with 
Special Needs.  Visit www.childcare.lacounty.gov; click on “Resources for Parents and Communities” 
and then “Children with Special Needs to access a web-based directory of links to resources for 
identifying and intervening early with children at risk for or with developmental delays, disabilities or 
other special needs; includes resources for mental health and therapy services. 
 

ZERO TO THREE.  Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation.  Journal of ZERO TO THREE:  
National Center for Infants, Toddlers and Families, Volume 33, No. 5, May 2013.  
 
 
 

 

http://gucchd.georgetown.edu/67637.html
http://www.childcare.lacounty.gov/
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Meeting Minutes – December 4, 2013 
 
Members in Attendance: (24) Rachelle Pastor Arizmendi, Rocio Bach, Darlene Cabrera,  
Alicia Fernandez for Ana Campos, Richard Cohen, Flor Perez for Debra Colman, Teresa Figueras,  
La Tanga Gail Hardy, Andrea Joseph, Ritu Mahajan, Cyndi McCauley, Laurel Parker,  
Dianne Philibosian, Ancelma Sanchez, Judy Sanchez, Kathy Schreiner, Janet Scully, JoAnn 
Shalhoub-Mejia, Sarah Soriano, Fiona Stewart, Holli Tonyan, Jenny Trickey, Lisa Wilkin and  
Carolyn Wong 

 
Guests and Alternates:  Robert Beck, Carolyn Brennan, Tessa Charnofsky, Stephanie Cohen, 
Steve Erwin, Sandy Escobedo, Lorena Gallardo-Gomez, Pamela Kwok, Dr. Sandy Lee, Liliana 
Martinez, Flor Medrano, Sandy Mendoza, Joyce Robinson, and Ruth Tiscoreno 

 
Staff: Michele Sartell 

 
I. Welcome and Introductions  
Richard Cohen, Chair, opened the meeting at 12:07 p.m.  He read the opening statement and then 
welcomed members and guests by asking them to introduce themselves. 
 
Richard made the following comments: 

 
 Richard thanked Rachelle Pastor for arranging the meeting location and providing cookies and 

juice. 
 

 He reminded members that the January meeting is scheduled for the second Wednesday of the 
month at 12:30 p.m. to accommodate the New Year holiday and for members who may be 
traveling from the Policy Roundtable for Child Care and Development’s regular meeting. 

 
 Referring to last month’s meeting when Kathy Malaske-Samu and Dianne Philibosian spoke on 

the evolution of the Child Care Planning Committee (Planning Committee), Richard invited 
members and guests to help themselves to a copy of the book, Thoughtful Reflections for Future 
Directions: The Los Angeles County Child Care Oral History by Kathleen Phillips.   

 
II. Approval of Minutes  
 
The Chair called for a motion to approve the minutes from November 6, 2013. Holli Tonyan made 
the motion to approve; the motion was seconded by Ancelma Sanchez. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
III. Subsidized Child Care Characteristics Study – California Departments of Social 

Services (CDSS) and Education (CDE) Technical Advisory Group 
Fiona Stewart of the Child Care Alliance of Los Angeles, referred to two documents included in the 
meeting packets for information on the CDSS and CDE lead effort to conduct a statewide study to 
learn about 1) programs providing subsidized child care and development services, 2) families 
receiving the services, and 3) the impact of the programs on families abilities to care for their 
children and move to self-sufficiency.  Todd Bland, Deputy Director of the Welfare to Work Division 
at CDSS and Debra McMannis, Director of the CDE Child Development Division are serving as co-
chairs of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG), which is comprised of stakeholders and experts 
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within the child care community.  TAG has been charged with overseeing the development of the 
study.  The plan is to pull from existing data sources as well gather input from the field, including 
members of the TAG and identified key informants.  The last study of this kind was completed in 
2002; work on this study is expected to end with a final report in April 2017. 
 
Members noted that some of the characteristics to be addressed by the TAG are not among the data 
elements currently collected by all child development programs collect.  Other questions raised were 
around what constitutes self-sufficiency.  Simply no longer receiving cash aid does not necessarily 
mean a family is earning enough to fully sustain a household. 
 
IV. Federal Public Policy Update – Strong Start for America’s Children Act of 2013 
Carolyn Brennan of ZERO TO THREE provided a brief overview of the Strong Start for America’s 
Children introduced in both the House of Representatives and the Senate.  The Senate version is 
the stronger of the two versions as it sets a higher bar for defining high quality programs and 
proposes a significantly higher appropriation to Early Head Start ($4 billion versus $1.4 billion for 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2014).   
 
The hallmark of the bill is providing universal access to prekindergarten for all four year old children 
up to 200 percent of the Federal Poverty Level with an annual appropriation of discretionary funds.    
States demonstrating that they are reaching all four years olds may expand access to three year 
olds.  Of the funds, 20 percent of the allocation in the first four years may be set aside for quality 
improvements.  In addition, 15 percent may be set aside for high quality infant and toddler programs 
that, for example, meet Early Head Start standards or are accredited.  Services are expected to be 
provided full-day.  A second pot of funds would extend partnerships between Early Head Start and 
center-based and family child care programs that meet Early Head Start Program Performance 
Standards.  A third pot of funds would be allocated to States to support quality improvements, 
helping position their eligibility for future funding.  Lastly, the bill also expresses the intent of the 
House and Senate to extend funding for the Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting 
Program (MIECHV).  Funding for MIECHV) is due to expire in  
FY 2014.     
 
Synopsis of Membership Discussion: 
The likelihood of the bill passing is a stretch and other factors, such as lifting sequestration, require 
the attention of Congress.  If sequestration is lifted, elements of the bill might pass.  Efforts are 
underway to keep attention on the issues addressed in the bill. Carolyn referred to the Rally4Babies 
flyer included in the meeting packets.  Neither Senator Boxer nor Senator Feinstein have signed on 
to the bill; Representative Mike Honda representing Alameda and Santa Clara Counties is the only 
Californian to officially lend his signature to the bill.   This is the first year that a bill introducing major 
change has occurred.  The bill calls for creative and pragmatic efforts to build public awareness and 
engage others in conversation.  The question is how to convince our State legislators (and the 
Governor!)  that the issues raised by the bill should be a priority.   
 
In closing, Richard Cohen quoted Vivian Weinstein “Have a big vision, keep it in the forefront and 
let’s see what we can get this time.” 
 
V. Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) – Opportunities for Early Care and Education 

and Parent Engagement 
Sandy Escobedo, Senior Policy Analyst with the Advancement Project introduced the LCFF, 
beginning on how it is reforming financing for public education after years of an underfunded, 
inequitable system, particularly for districts serving high need students.  School districts would be 
funded at a Base Grant level determined by the distribution of children across grade levels and then 
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school districts with large numbers of English language learners, foster children and children eligible 
for free and reduced lunch would be eligible for Supplemental Grants equal to 20 percent of their 
Base Grant.  School districts with students in the high need categories above 55 percent of their 
enrollment would generate an additional Concentration Grant of 50 percent above the Base Grant.  
School districts are to adopt Local Control and Accountability Plans (LCAPs), disclosing how funds 
will be spent and must include input from parents, students, and employees in developing their 
plans.  School districts are accorded a level of flexibility to develop their plans based on identified 
local needs while also being held to multiple areas of State priorities.  Student achievement and 
parent involvement are key factors in accountability.  Early care and education is not explicitly stated 
as a priority area, yet may be argued as in alignment with at least four priority areas:  student 
achievement, parental involvement, student engagement and other student outcomes.  As such, 
school districts should be encouraged to include funding for early care and education in their LCAPs. 
 
Sandy Mendoza, Advocacy Manager for Families In Schools, focused on the role of parental 
involvement in the LCFF.  School districts must present their proposed plans to a parent advisory 
committee and an English language parent advisory committee.  The committees provide feedback 
on their district’s LCAP and the districts must respond to the feedback in writing.  Parents and others 
need to bring forth the message that early learning strategically supports schools and will impact 
student outcomes. 
 
Synopsis of membership discussion: 
Planning processes are expected to occur over the year; efforts to influence planning should focus 
on both short- and long-term goals.  Recommendations to include early care and education are best 
supported with research and data.  School boards are involved in the planning and have the 
authority to adopt their local district’s plans.  As such, they need to hear community voices speaking 
on behalf of the value of early care and education.  The Strengthening Families and Protective 
Factors Framework provide a context for the continuum from early childhood through K-12 and 
involving parents in a meaningful way.   
 
VI. Announcements and Public Comment 
 LA ECE Bridge Fund Survey – Joyce Robinson of the Low Income Investment Fund (LIFF) 

announced that California Department of Education/Child Development Division (CDE/CDD)-
contracted center-based and State preschool programs will receive a survey next week asking 
about cash flow issues.  As background, the LA ECE Bridge Fund, a collaborative effort of LIIF, 
First 5 LA and the California Community Foundation instituted a no-interest repayable grant 
program two years ago to help programs experiencing cash flow issues that may occur due to 
delays of payments from the State.  The group is exploring increasing the funds and expanding 
outreach efforts to programs that might benefit from the program. 
 

 Water Cooler Reinvestment Proposals – Reinvestment proposals are online and constituents 
are invited and strongly encouraged to participate in the survey that will help narrow down the 
priorities in the areas of access, quality, and systems reinvestments.  The final reinvestment 
proposals will be used to inform advocacy during the upcoming legislative session. 

 
 Invitation to Planning Committee Work Groups – Andrea Joseph invited the Work Groups to 

bring issues of significance to the larger Planning Committee meetings for consideration. 
 

 State Assembly Committee Assignments – Speaker John Peréz has appointed Assembly 
Member Al Muratsuchi as Chair of the Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 2 on Education 
Finance.  Assembly Member Muratsuchi represents a portion of Los Angeles (the South Bay), 
therefore more accessible to the Los Angeles county constituency. 
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 Proposed Food Vending Services – PACE (Pacific Asian Consortium in Employment) is 

exploring vending food services for early care and education programs.  For more information, 
contact Rachelle Pastor rpastor@pacela.org.  

 
VII. Adjournment  
The Chair called for a motion to adjourn. Rachelle Pastor Arizmendi made the motion; Lisa Wilkin 
seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.   

mailto:rpastor@pacela.org
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TransiTional  
kindergarTen
 
 
4 year olds with fall birthdays

California sTaTe 
presChool 
program
 
3 and 4 year olds

general  
Child Care  
infanT / Toddler
0 - 3 year olds

pre-k for all 4 year olds

•	 Combines the best quality standards from 
Tk and state preschool, creating a  
developmentally appropriate model to 
ensure sustainable gains in school  
performance.

•	 provides all 4 year olds with high-quality 
Tk, allows private preschool providers to  
participate and is funded through ada. 

•	 no funds would be taken away from  
existing state-contracted child  
development system. 

•	 $200 million of the $400 million  
previously spent on part-day state  
preschool for 4 year olds will stay within 
the child development system, and fund 
full-day wraparound Tk for low-income 
children.

California “sTrong sTarT” 
birTh Through 3 year olds

•	 Creates an innovative, comprehensive 
high-quality “strong start” program for 
the state’s most vulnerable children.

•	 Could more than double the number 
of 3 year olds and infants and toddlers 
served.

•	 $200 million of the $400 million  
previously spent on part-day state  
preschool for 4 year olds will help fund 
the new California “strong start.”

•	 builds on the early head start program 
with new, evidence-based approaches to 
serving the specific needs of infants and 
toddlers, and positions California as a 
national leader. 

CurrenT 
sysTem

sTreamlined 
sysTem

California’s early Childhood eduCaTion sysTem

3 year olds4 year olds

Two major policy frameworks aim to improve California’s early learning system so that it serves more children, in better programs, and all children are ready for  
success in school.  

2014 is poised to become a momentous year for early learning. Bolstered by a powerful body of research, increasing public support and a stronger economy, leaders at 
the state and national levels are calling for greater investment in early learning.

We have a clear path forward for our youngest learners. Now is the time to ensure all of California’s young children have the strong foundation they need to succeed 
in school and beyond. Here’s how we can do that:
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TK for All: Creating Greater Equity in School Readiness  
 
New Model Details: 

• Provides all 4 year olds with high-quality, developmentally appropriate pre-k by improving and expanding 
transitional kindergarten (TK). 

• Combines the best quality standards from TK and State Preschool, creating a model to ensure sustainable gains 
in school performance. 

• Allows for a mixed delivery system, while utilizing funding generated by Average Daily Attendance (ADA).  
• No funds would be taken away from existing state-contracted child development system.  
• Reduces the average cost per child of TK by creating a two-session model. 
• Expands full-day services to the children who need it most.  

 
Higher Quality Programs for Our Children   

• Standards would be based on the Preschool Learning Foundations and aligned with the Kindergarten Common 
Core standards.   

New TK Model Head Teacher Assoc. Teacher Class Size Teacher/Child Ratio Length of Day 
Quality Standards Credentialed AA Degree 20 1:10 3 to 6 hours  
 
Five Year Phase-in 
The new TK model has a five year phase-in to allow: 1) districts and providers to expand access slowly; 2) teachers and 
associate teachers time to obtain their education and training; and 3) a gradual implementation in line with improving 
state budget projections. 

 
New Opportunities for Teachers  

• At the end of the five year phase-in, head teachers would be required to hold a credential and 24 units in early 
childhood education.  

• At the end of the five year phase-in, associate teachers would be required to hold an Associate’s degree and 24 
units in early childhood education.  

• An estimated 8,000 new teaching positions and 12,000 associate teaching positions would be created.  
 
Funding is Feasible and Flexible   

• The funding would be based on a two-session model (a.m./p.m.), which would allow a teacher and associate 
teacher to serve 20 children per session. 

• Legislation would create a unique base ADA for TK, and the overall average cost would be about $6,000 per child 
in each sessioni.  

• TK would continue to be eligible for school facilities funding. 
 
Expanded Full-Day Services for the Families Who Need It Most  

• $200 million of the $400 million previously spent on part-day State Preschool for 4 year olds would stay within 
the child development system, and fund full-day wraparound TK for low-income children.  

• Local districts and providers could choose to extend TK to full-day by using wraparound State Preschool funding, 
Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), and Title I. 

                                                           
i The existing TK receives K-3 base ADA + class size reduction + LCFF (approx. $8,300 to $9,800). Estimation of ADA range including full 
implementation of LCFF costs based on California Department of Education 2013-14 Budget Act letter, and California Department of Finance 
(2013), 2013-14 California State Budget 

New TK for All  2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 Total 
Additional 4 year olds served 56,000 56,000 56,000 56,000 56,000 400,000 
Additional TK funding $266 million $266 million $266 million $266 million $266 million $1.33 billion 



Dec. 17, 2013 

California’s “Strong Start” Program: Nurturing Our Most Vulnerable Young Children 
 
Anyone who has watched an infant or a toddler grow knows how quickly they learn and develop. Research shows that 
their brains are developing faster in the first three years than at any other period in their life. A recent Stanford 
University study found that disparities in vocabulary and language are already evident at 18 months between infants 
from lower- and higher-income families1. By 24 months, there is already a six month gap in skills that are critical to 
language development.  By age 5, there’s a two-year gap.2  
 
The proposed new California “Strong Start” program would create an innovative, comprehensive and high-quality 
program for our state’s most vulnerable young children. This new program focuses on the needs of our youngest 
learners because we know that we must lay the foundation early, focusing on children’s learning starting at birth. 
 
Program Concept 

 Through the new “Strong Start” and Head Start programs, California could more than double the number of 3 
year olds and infants and toddlers served.  

 This framework would combine part-day and full-day State Preschool for 3 year olds with our General Child Care 
for infants and toddlers program  

 The “Strong Start” program would create the nation’s first evidence-based, comprehensive, locally controlled 
birth through age 3 program.  

 $200 million of the $400 million previously spent on part-day State Preschool will help fund the new California 
“Strong Start.” 

 
Developing a New California “Strong Start” Program 

 A team of early childhood experts and practitioners will convene to design the “Strong Start” program during the 
first part of 2014.  

 Through this comprehensive program design process, we can combine the best of Head Start and Early Head 
Start with new approaches to serving the specific needs of infants and toddlers, and position California as a 
national leader. 

 
Comprehensive, High-Quality Services  
“Strong Start” services could include: 

 Full- and part-day State Preschool for 3 year olds 

 Full- and part-day infant and toddler care 

 Family engagement and support 

 Voluntary home visitation 

 Nutrition and other health services 

 Early intervention 

 Early childhood mental health 
 
Comprehensive, High-Quality Standards 

 Over a five year period, quality would be increased.  

 The new program would be aligned with current quality improvement efforts such as the Race to the Top-Early 
Learning Challenge and First 5 California’s Child Signature Program. 

 The program model would be comprehensive and flexible to allow local communities to easily blend and braid 
with other programs such as First 5 California and federal home visitation programs, child care, CalWORKs, 
federal Early Head Start, early childhood mental health and health programs. 

                                                           
1
 Fernald, A., Marchman, V.A., Weisleder, A. (2013). SES differences in language processing skill and vocabulary are evident at 18 months. 

Developmental Science, 16(2), 234-248. Retrieved from: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/desc.12019/references 
2
 Ibid 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/desc.12019/references
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