
Los Angeles County Child Care Planning Committee      
Minutes:  June 1, 2011 Location: LA County Department of Public Works 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.              900 South Fremont Avenue       
                                                     Alhambra, CA 91803                                                                                                                        

                    
Members in Attendance:  (22) Lisa Wilkin, Fiona Stewart, Bobbie Edwards,  
Leticia Colchado, Jeanette Magee, Carol Hiestand for Kathleen Pompey, Deborah Gatti,  
Joann Shalhoub Mejia, Peggy Sisson, Jenny Trickey, Pat Mendoza,  
Dianne Philibosian, Atalaya Sergi, Mary Helen Vasquez, Maria Barron for  
Norma Amezcua, Fatima Capinpin for Deborah Colman, Gay MacDonald,  
Karla Pleitz Howell, Judy Sanchez, Tara Henriquez for Randi Wolfe, Julie Taren, and  
Andrea Geise for Rachelle Pasor Arizmendi 
 
Guests and Alternates:  Ancelma Sanchez, Ritu Mahajan, Vanessa Mendez,  
Patricia Salgado, Kathy Schreiner, Lou Orr, Ritu Mahajan, Blake Davis, Holly Dassnes, Avril Ho, 
Rosa Arevalo, Barb Holwick, Alan Wo and Elaine Waldman 
 
Staff:  Laura Escobedo 
 
I. 
Bobbie Edwards, Chair opened the meeting at 1:15 p.m. She welcomed the group and asked 
everyone to introduce themselves.  The Chair read the opening statement.  Since there was no 
quorum, items 2, 4, and 5 of the agenda were postponed. 

Welcome and Introductions 

 
II. 
Laura Escobedo informed the group of the latest Temporary, Voluntary Transfer of Funds 
requests submitted to the California Department of Education/Child Development Division 
(CDE/CDD).  Sixteen agencies were involved in transferring over $600,000. She also provided 
preliminary data from the Needs Assessment for 2010-11.  The data is showing a decrease in 
the numbers of infants and preschool children and a significant drop in the number of school-
age children.  There are very slight decreases (one percent) in the number of working adults 
with infants and preschool-age children.  Based on the site survey, it appears that subsidized 
spaces account for about 44 percent of all licensed center-based spaces for infants and 
preschool children, but only 6 percent of licensed care for school-age children. The final needs 
assessment should be completed this summer. 

Office of Child Care Update 

 
III. 
Pam Schmidt of Public Counsel provided the history and overview of Constructing Connections 
LA and, in particular, the development of a collaborative that has undertaken its work.  Funding 
through the Packard Foundation ended in 2009.  Attempts to find substitute funding continue.  In 
the meantime, Constructing Connections LA was adopted as a work group of the Child Care 
Planning Committee (Planning Committee).  Constructing Connections LA has been successful 
in recruiting non-traditional partners, such as architects and lawyers. At this point Constructing 
Connections LA needs more seasoned operators who have been through the facility 
development process and understand operations to share their expertise.  Despite the 
recession, people are still opening facilities.  Constructing Connections LA assists with both 
start-ups and expansions/renovations. Over the last five years, 3,832 new spaces were made 
available through the assistance of Constructing Connections LA. Most of these were preschool 
spaces. 

Annual Report for Constructing Connections LA 
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Karla Pleitez Howell of Public Counsel presented the components of Constructing Connections 
LA.  It had created an on-line Child Care Operators Resource Guide available on the Public 
Counsel website, which requires regular updates to be useful.  The collaborative periodically 
reviews its scope of work to determine whether it should focus on broad issues, such as general 
plans in all cities or work with specific cities that have particularly onerous regulations.  
Constructing Connections LA, through Public Counsel, continues to provide legal assistance 
related to leases, Conditional Use Permits, etc. The Low income Investment Fund (LIIF) had 
taken over the provision of technical assistance and tracking progress for all clients.  However, 
a staff change at LIIF may mean that the assistance will have to be provided in another way. 
Constructing Connections LA will identify sources of assistance related to business planning, 
loan readiness, and more.  Constructing Connections LA instituted the Land Use Coalition, 
which provides advocacy toward removing barriers in establishing child care facilities in cities 
and the county’s unincorporated areas. In addition, the coalition does direct client work and 
coordinates presentations to inform key stakeholders. Of the 88 jurisdictions in Los Angeles 
County, Constructing Connections LA is working with 12.  There have been two successes 
(Arcadia Hacienda Heights), and ongoing work with the others. 
 
The next meeting of the Constructing Connections LA collaborative is scheduled for  
June 13, 2011. The collaborative will work on the Annual Child Care Development Symposium 
and encouraging new stakeholders to join the collaborative. All Planning Committee attendees 
were encouraged to participate if they are interested in capacity development. 
 
IV. 
Laura Escobedo shared the fact sheet developed by the Office of Child Care, which describes 
the changes created by the approved budget bill and the proposed changes awaiting approval. 
The fact sheet provides information on the impact to Los Angeles County children and potential 
impacts to contractors. The May Revise Budget contains a few more reductions to child care 
funding based on case load reductions, reductions in child populations (negative growth factor), 
and the elimination of the Early Learning Advisory Committee. These were discussed and 
participants shared some of the actions that have been taken by school districts and others in 
anticipation of the changes in funding. 

Discussion of the Governor's Budget 

 
V. 
Laura Escobedo passed out a one-page survey requesting that all members, alternates and 
participants complete and return. The survey is intended to gather information prior to the Self-
review required by the CDE/CDD by November. Input through the survey will help in planning 
changes to the structure and function of the Planning Committee. 

Member Survey for Self-Review 

 
VI. 
Because the work of the Planning Committee cannot continue without an approved membership 
roster and election of officers, it is necessary to call an emergency meeting. The Brown Act 
does not allow for a mail or e-mail ballot as the meetings must be open to the public. Selecting a 
date at the end of June was suggested.  Laura Escobedo will contact all members and 
alternates with potential dates, times and places to hold an emergency meeting in order to 
complete the business of approving the membership roster and electing officers. 

Discussion about Voting to Approve Membership for 2011-12 

 
VII. 
٠ Elaine Waldman introduced Avril Ho, an intern looking for her next work situation. She is 

interested in direct services for children or policy issues related to children. 

Announcements and Public Comment 
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٠ Leticia Colchado from the Department of Public Social Services (DPSS) stated that DPSS is 

working on a uniform letter to be used by all the Child Care Resource and Referral 
Agencies/Alternative Payment Program Agencies to use in notifying the CalWORKS families 
about the changes in CDE/CDD regulations. 

 
٠ A panel on transitional kindergarten has been scheduled by Southern California Association 

for the Education of Young Children (SCAEYC) for June 25 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
The cost is $15.00 for non-members. 

 
٠ Pat Salgado introduced herself as a Behavioral Health Consultant and invited others to 

contact her if they have children and families who may be in need of behavioral health 
services.  She also works with preschool programs. 

 
٠ Kathy Schreiner shared a brochure on a new network opportunity for family child care 

providers in Orange County called Early Learning Communities. This network is also open to 
Los Angeles County providers. 

 
VIII. Adjournment 
 
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 2:52 p.m. 


