
Los Angeles County Child Care Planning Committee      
Minutes:  January 5, 2011   Location: The California Endowment 
12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.                                                    1000 North Alameda Street      
                                                                         Los Angeles, CA 90012                                                                                                                        
                    

Members in Attendance: (37) Lisa Wilkin, Susan McCombs, Diane Philibosian,  
Mary Helen Vasquez, Ofelia Medina, Fiona Stewart, John Berndt, Bobbie Edwards,  
Rachelle Pastor, Arizmendi,  Richard Cohen, Sheila Early for Leticia Colchado, Adriana DeLaRosa, 
Jeanette Magee, Pat Mendoza, Patti Oblath, Atalaya Sergi, Peggy Sisson, Michelle Morse,  
Karla Pleitez, Julie Taren, Patrice Wong, Yolanda Bosch, Sam Kirk, Gay Macdonald, Ann Oshiro, 
Kathleen Pompey, Sarah Soriano, Norma Amezcua, Ofelia Aguilar, Rocio Bach, Anna Obligacion for 
Andrea Joseph, Holly Reynolds, Moises Roman, Adrienne Schoen Gunn, and Peter Huffaker for 
Kate Andersen 
 
Guests and Alternates:  Celeste Salinas, Ancelma Sanchez, Pam Schmidt, Brittany Estrada,  
Barb Holtwick, Ellen Deker, Kathy Schreiner, Tess Charnofsky, Sandy Hong, and Ritu Mahajan 
 
Staff: Laura Escobedo  
 
I. 

Bobbie Edwards, Chair opened the meeting at 12:12 p.m. She welcomed the group and asked 
everyone to introduce themselves. The Chair read the opening statement.   

Welcome and Introductions  

 
II. 

The Chair called for a motion to approve the December 1, 2010 minutes. Yolanda Bosch 
moved to approve; Sam Kirk seconded.  The Chair called for the vote. The motion passed 
with no abstentions.  

Approval of Minutes from the  December 1, 2010  meeting  

 
III. 

Laura Escobedo opened a group discussion on the status of CalWORKs Stage 3 Child Care by 
describing the parent calls and inquiries experienced by the Los Angeles Centralized Eligibility 
List (LACEL) staff. She noted that LACEL changed what they were doing just as Alternative 
Payment (AP) Program agencies had to adjust their policies and procedures several times 
during the last few months.  Various attendees reported on the results of the lotteries that did 
not seem to work as well as hoped.  Many families were contacting agencies on their own to 
find new placements.  It remains to be seen how contractors will do in earning their full 
contracts with the delays in enrollments due to the CalWORKs Stage 3 veto response and how 
many CalWORKs Stage 3 families will actually find alternate care.  First 5 LA staff reported that 
the fund transfer to the Los Angeles County Department of Public Social Services (DPSS) had 
taken place.   The AP Program agencies should be receiving funds very soon. Providers have 
not been paid for a few months in some cases.   

Report from the Office of Child Care  

 
Los Angeles County is applying for the new CARES Plus teacher stipend program, which 
involves $400,000 in funding from the First 5 California Commission and a local match of $1.2 
million from the First 5 LA Commission.  Los Angeles Universal Preschool (LAUP) will manage 
the program and will continue to work with the Office of Child Care, which administers the AB 
212 Investing in Early Educators Program.  A major feature of the CARES Plus program is the 
requirement for all participants to take on-line training in the Classroom Assessment Scoring 
System (CLASS).  
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Laura Escobedo stated that in preparing for a presentation on the new Transition Kindergarten 
program to be implemented by September 2012, she needed a list of questions that the Child 
Care Planning Committee (Planning Committee) members would like to have answered.  She 
recorded the questions and thanked the group. 

 
IV. 

Sandy Hong, doctoral student at the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA), described her 
work using the CLASS instrument. CLASS is a reliable, validated tool used for over 10 years in 
Los Angeles County to measure effective teacher-student interactions.  It was designed to 
evaluate three domains:  

Presentation:  CLASS  

 
Emotional Support

 

:  Positive or negative climate in the classroom, teacher sensitivity, and 
regard for student’s perspective 

Classroom Organization

 

:  Behavior management, organization of activities and routines, and 
instructional format 

Instructional Support
 

:  Concept development, quality of feedback, and language modeling 

CLASS requires a group observation for a minimum of two hours by a trained observer in four 
30 minute cycles with 20 minutes of observation and ten minutes to reflect and code the 
observation.  Each section of each domain is given a rating from one to seven (with seven 
being the highest).  This very sophisticated observation involves the reading of both action and 
intention.  CLASS provides a precise picture of classroom instruction and helps teachers 
understand what they are doing (or not doing), which can help focus professional development 
efforts.  

 
CLASS was designed for pre-kindergarten and elementary classrooms.  It is being redesigned 
to apply to toddler environments.  Results of studies using CLASS with pre-kindergarten 
indicate that only about 15 percent of all classrooms score high across all domains.  Most 
typically, environments rate high in Emotional Support but low in Instructional Support. 
 

V. 
 
Work Group Updates 

Quality Work Group:  Richard Cohen reported on the training and technical assistance 
mapping project. He stated that the effort has narrowed in this first phase to obtaining a “snap 
shot” of what is available.  This will help in determining what would be involved in collecting 
more data for an eventual Web site.  Next month the group will hopefully prepare a first draft for 
an initial survey. 
 
Inclusion Work Group:  Julie Taren stated the survey on early screening that was first initiated 
last spring is being re-launched because the initial response was so small. A larger response 
will allow for better analyses of conditions in Los Angeles county.  She urged all center directors 
to take the survey and pass it on to colleagues.  Also, as part of the Steps to Excellence Project 
(STEP), the group is helping to create a better navigation system for addressing special needs 
and continues to work on the Web-based information for parents and program personnel.   

 
Capacity Development:  Karla Pleitez described how the Constructing Connections LA project 
was  subsumed into the Planning Committee as its Capacity Development Work Group. The 
work plan for 2011 includes: a) continue to work with cities to reduce regulatory barriers; and b) 



County of Los Angeles Child Care Planning Committee 
Minutes – January 5, 2011 
Page 3 

 

continue to seek technical assistance sources to maintain the pipeline of support for those 
developing new child development centers.  In addition, Public Counsel is looking into the 
impacts of the California Department of Social Services Community Care Licensing Division’s 
(DSS/CCLD) elimination of orientations and reduced application review and site visits to issue 
new licenses.  A suitable “case” that could be prosecuted in the courts would require changes in 
CCLD priorities. In the meantime, CCLD announced that they would begin orientations again in 
a limited way.  

 
Workforce Development:  Patti Oblath reported that the Work Group is serving as a clearing 
house for information/activities related to workforce development.  Strategic Plan objectives  the 
group will work on include: a) alignment/articulation in higher education by reviewing the Faculty 
Initiative Project, First 5 LA Workforce Initiative, and technology and distance learning issues; b) 
impact of the federal health care legislation on the availability of heath care coverage for early 
childhood education workers; c) retention rates of family child care providers by reviewing 
licensing data; and d) partner with the Quality Work Group to identify sources of training and 
technical assistance. 

 
VI. 

 
Announcements and Public Comment 

• The Access Work Group will meet after the meeting. 
 

• Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning

 

 (CSEFEL) is offering 
training in Los Angeles and is currently under-enrolled.  It focuses on the protective factors. 
Last day to enroll is January 14, 2011.  Flyers are available. 

• Barbara Holtwick of the Department of Public Health reported that pertussis is still at 
epidemic levels.  Those interested in salmonella prevention training are to meet with her after 
the meeting to schedule the training.  
 

VII. 
The Chair called for a motion to adjourn. Yolanda Bosch moved to adjourn.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 1:53 p.m. 

Adjournment 


