
Los Angeles County Child Care Planning Committee      
Minutes: November 7, 2012   Location: Department of Public Works   
12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.            900 South Fremont Avenue       
                                                                                    Alhambra, CA 91803  
                  

Members in Attendance: (27) Lisa Wilkin, Andrea Joseph, Angela Wilson for Sandra Parvis,  
Beth Hodges, Dianne Philibosian, Judy Sanchez, Flor Perez for Deborah Colman, Sarah Soriano, 
Fiona Stewart, Kathy Schreiner, Norma Amezcua, Rachelle Pastor Arizmendi, Tauheedau Karim for 
Rosemary Melendez, Darlene Cabrera, Edilma Cavazos, Jennifer Kuida, Patricia Moreno,  
Michelle Morse, Gregory Uba, Elaine Waldman for Alan Wu, Nurhan Pirim, Ofelia Aguilar,  
Richard Cohen, Kathleen Pompey, Leora Riley, Peggy Sisson, and Julie Taren 
 
Guests and Alternates: Ancelma Sanchez, Rocio Bach, Ed Sudario, Adrienne Schoen Gunn,  
Rosie Arroyo Carmona, Chris Hubbard, Nora Garcia Rosales, Elesha Kingshott, Diana Ramirez, 
Connie White, Emily Aguilar, and Carol Hiestand 
 
Staff: Laura Escobedo 

 
I. Welcome and Introductions  
Andrea Joseph, Vice Chair, opened the meeting at 12:17 p.m. in Karla Howell’s absence.  She read 
the opening statement and then asked everyone present to introduce themselves. 

 
II. Approval of Minutes from October 3, 2012 
The Vice Chair called for a motion to approve the minutes for October 3, 2012. The motion 
was made by Peggy Sisson and seconded by Lisa Wilkin. The Vice Chair called for the vote.  
The motion passed with two abstentions.  

 
III. Report from the Policy Roundtable for Child Care (Roundtable) 
Andrea Joseph, who attended in Karl Howell’s place, reported that the Roundtable is continuing 
discussion related to a name change as part of the changes to the authorizing ordinance. The final 
decision may not be made until January.  The Child Care Planning Committee (Planning Committee) 
will not take up consideration of its own name change until after the Roundtable has made a 
decision.  

 
IV. Report from the Joint Committee on Legislation 
Kathleen Pompey stated that the Joint Committee will be tracking federal budget deliberations 
related to early care and education.  Referring to the handouts available from the Center on Law and 
Social Policy (CLASP) and the National Women’s Law Center, she talked about the Budget Control 
Act enacted in August 2011, which established sequestration; that is, a reduction in federal 
expenditures across the board in both military and domestic programs. She referred to another 
handout, a report from Senator Tom Harkin estimating the potential cuts that would impact 
California. Reductions are estimated to be $75 million in Head Start and $19 million in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) and about $167 million in cuts to K-12 education.  
President Obama’s 2013 budget proposal for CCDBG has elements that enhance quality and 
access such as requiring states to implement a statewide quality rating and improvement system 
(QRIS).   

 
V. Review of Election Results 
The Vice Chair opened up the floor for comments or questions related to the national and state 
elections.  It was pointed out that Proposition 30 passed, which will mean that trigger cuts are 
unlikely this year.  In addition, it is possible that the State Senate and Assembly each have 2/3 
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Democratic members, making it easier to move some agenda items forward.  While Proposition 38 
did not pass, a report from a member indicates that Molly Munger, the champion of the Proposition, 
is hopeful of some future action to create more support for our schools and early care and 
education. A suggestion was made to send a letter thanking her for raising the issue of more public 
support for early care and education.  

 
Greg Uba moved that the Planning Committee send such a letter; the motion was seconded 
by Richard Cohen. The vote was called and the motion passed.  Laura Escobedo will verify the 
Planning Committee’s ability to send the letter as a County-sponsored entity.   

 
VI. Review of Results from 2003-2013 Strategic Plan  
In preparation for finalizing a new Strategic Plan, the Planning Committee was presented with a 
synopsis of the results of the current plan that expires in 2013.  This information was presented 
based on each of the five outcome areas and by both long- and short-term objectives.  In each area 
there were positive results for some objectives whereas others were incomplete, unmet, or not 
addressed.  Many stakeholders have been involved in efforts that resulted in furthering achievement 
of goals including the Planning Committee and Inclusion Work Group, Public Counsel and 
Constructing Connections, the Child Care Resource and Referral (R&R) Agencies, the CAP initiative 
involving both Community and four-year colleges, the County of Los Angeles (Departments of Public 
Social Services (DPSS), Mental Health (DMH) and Children and Family Services (DCFS)), the Los 
Angeles County Office of Education (LACOE), Los Angeles Universal Preschool (LAUP), First 5 LA, 
and WestEd Program for Infant/Toddler Care, among others.  

 
Biggest disappointments have been in the area of capacity (developing more care) and access 
related to affordability. There has been some regression due both to the fiscal recession and the 
reduction in public funding for child care and development.  More positive, though incomplete, 
results are to be found in the area of quality where we have developed and implemented a QRIS 
and in professional development where there is greater alignment of college coursework and more 
opportunities for high quality in-service training.  

 
VII. Review of Current Strategic Plan Concepts: Quality and Access 
Members and guests reviewed both the formatting and language developed from the small 
workgroups for each goal area of the new plan. Some suggestions were made to add language for 
clarification. In addition, ideas for a narrative piece that would accompany each Strategic Plan goal 
element were presented and members were encouraged to add to these.  The narrative sections 
have not been written yet and will be part of the Strategic Plan document that is brought before the 
Planning Committee for final approval. A question was raised about the length of time for the 
Strategic Plan; the previous one was a ten year Strategic Plan.   There was discussion about the 
timeframe and considering the evaluation of the strategies prior to finalizing the Strategic Plan. Both 
of these will be taken up by a newly formed ad hoc Strategic Planning Work Group, which will 
develop the narratives, consider evaluation issues, and make recommendations to the full 
committee regarding the final plan language and the period which the plan will cover.   

 
Dianne Philibosian made a motion to approve the contents of the plan elements for Quality 
and Access as described so that a work group can proceed with further development of a 
final plan. Kathleen Pompey seconded the motion.  The Vice Chair called for a voice vote; the 
motion was approved.  Next month the Planning Committee will review and approve for further 
development the remaining elements.   
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VIII. Announcements and Public Comment  
 About Our Babies, an advocacy initiative of WestEd, is approaching the one million mark of 

those who have signed on in support of the statement of principles regarding support for 
infant/toddler development. Edilma Cavazos asked those in attendance to sign on if they had not 
already done so. Signup sheets were on the registration table.  
 

 The Long Beach Early Care and Education Committee is hosting a viewing of “The Race to 
Nowhere” on December 15. 2012 at Long Beach City College.   

 
 The Long Beach Early Care and Education Committee will be holding the annual kindergarten 

festivals in Long Beach in each of four months beginning December 1, 2012.  A flyer will be sent 
via e-mail. 

 
 The Infant Toddler Policy Advocacy Webinar will be held on November 13, 2012 at 11:30 a.m. 

Register with Zero-to-Three or the Advancement Project.  
 

IX. Adjournment  
The Vice Chair called for a motion to adjourn. A motion was made by Sarah Soriano and seconded 
by Norma Amezcua. The Vice Chair adjourned the meeting at 1:50 p.m.  


