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STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS 

FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE LOS ANGELES  

CONTRACT CITIES LIABILITY TRUST FUND CLAIMS BOARD 

HELD IN THE CITY OF NORWALK, COMMUNITY MEETING CENTER 

SPROUL ROOM, 13200 CLARKSDALE AVENUE, NORWALK, CALIFORNIA 90650 

ON 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2015, AT 11:00 AM 

 
Members Present: Chair Curtis Morris, Mark Alexander, Margaret Finlay, 

Michael Egan, Doug Prichard, and Mark Waronek 
 
Alternates Present: Cheri Kelley and David Spence 
 

 
1. Call to Order. 

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Contract Cities 
Liability Trust Fund Claims Board on items of interest within the 
subject matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 

No members of the public addressed the Claims Board. 

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing 
Litigation (Subdivision (a) of Government Code section 54956.9). 

a. Marguerite Boyd v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United Stated District Court Case No. CV 13-00838 

This lawsuit concerns allegations of excessive force by 
Sheriff's Deputies.   

Action Taken: 

The Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board recommended 
to the Board of Supervisors the settlement of this matter in the 
amount of $250,000 

Vote:  Ayes: 6 -- Curtis Morris, Mark Alexander, Margaret Finlay, 
Michael Egan, Doug Prichard, and Mark Waronek 

 Absent: Sam Olivito 

See Supporting Document 
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b. Servando Castaneda, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 511592 

This lawsuit concerns allegations of false arrest and excessive 
force by Sheriff's Deputies. 

Action Taken: 

The Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board approved the 
settlement of this matter in the amount of $99,000. 

Vote:  Ayes: 6 -- Curtis Morris, Mark Alexander, Margaret Finlay, 
Michael Egan, Doug Prichard, and Mark Waronek 

 Absent: Sam Olivito 

See Supporting Document 

4. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing 
Litigation (Subdivision (a) of Government Code Section 54956.9). 

a. Brejanea B., a minor, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Compton Superior Court Case No. TC 027341 

This lawsuit concerns allegations of assault and 
battery and wrongful death by Sheriff's Deputies. 

No reportable action taken. 

b. R.B, a minor, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. CV 14-06637 

This lawsuit concerns allegation of wrongful death 
and excessive force by Sheriff's Deputies. 

No reportable action taken. 

c. Eduardo Cervantes v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. CV 12-09889 

This lawsuit concerns allegations of excessive force 
by Sheriff's Deputies. 

No reportable action taken. 
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d. Nicholas & Suzanne Fobia v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 516710 

This lawsuit concerns allegations of an automobile 
collision with a Sheriff's Department vehicle. 

No reportable action taken. 

e. Bill Henderson v. County of Los Angeles, et al.  
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 323154 

This lawsuit concerns allegations of false arrest and 
excessive force by Sheriff's Deputies. 

No reportable action taken. 

f. Estate of Kenneth Rivera, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 510309 

This lawsuit concerns allegations of wrongful death and excessive 
force by Sheriff's Deputies. 

No reportable action taken.   

5. Report of actions taken in Closed Session. 

The Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board reconvened in open 
session and reported the actions taken in closed session as indicated 
under Agenda Items No. 3 and No. 4 above. 

6. Approval of the minutes of the December 10, 2014, meeting of the 
Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board. 

Action Taken: 

The Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board approved the 
minutes. 

Vote:  Ayes: 6 -- Curtis Morris, Mark Alexander, Margaret Finlay, 
Michael Egan, Doug Prichard, and Mark Waronek 

 Absent: Sam Olivito 

See Supporting Document 
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7. Items not on the posted agenda, to be referred to staff or placed on 
the agenda for action at a further meeting of the Board, or matters 
requiring immediate action because of emergency situation or where 
the need to take immediate action came to the attention of the Board 
subsequent to the posting of the agenda. 

No such matters were discussed. 

8. Other Business. 

None 

9. Adjournment. 



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATIQN ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

_.._.. _....:.._CASE..NAME.._.. _ ..._ .:___ ... _. .~..... :_... ....._.._Marguerite,_Bayd v, County of_Los An ~les,_et al

CASE~NUMBER Case No. CV 13-00838..

COURT United States District Court

DATE FILED Complaint filed: 2/6/2013

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Sheriff s Department

.PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 250,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Law Offices of Garrotto & Garrotto

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Edwin A. Lewis

NATURE OF CASE Plaintiff Marguerite Boyd alleges that deputies
Violated her civil rights by using excessive force in
the course a~ her ai~resf.

.Defendants deny that plaintiff s civil rights were
violated and contend they only used reasonable
force to overcome Ms. Boyd's resistance, subdue
her, and take her into custody.

Due to the risks and uncertainties of the litigation, a
reasonable settlement afi this time will avoid further
litigation costs. Therefore, a full and final settlement
of the casein the amount of $250,000 is
recommended.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, .TO DATE $ 30,145

PAID CQSTS~ TQ DATA $. 2,969 ..

HQA,1Q9$.967,1



Case Name ~arq~„erite~oyd v~,,Gaunty cif Lai An~eles,.~ a,~, ~~

.. ... .._._,..,, ,~. u.~. ,~..,.~....,,~.._._.~._. r. .. :,t

aurrinnary Gorr+~ctive ~1►ct~on Plan

The intent of this fprm is to assist departments. in writing a corrective action plan summary 
far attachment

...__..

Claims Bgard, Tlie summary should _be a specific overview of the claimsifawsuits` identified
 root causes

end carr~cfive aetians {status fiine-frame, and respan~tbte..party)._...Thi~ summary_does. nat replace the

Corrective Action Pian form. IP there is a question rebated to cvn#i~ i~ti g, please cnnsuit Jaunty Counsel.

Qate of incident/evgnt: Wednesday, April 91, X012; approximately 3:~5 p.m.

8riefiy pravfds a
d~scrfption of the Mar r ~ C n of An et e i

`
incidenttevent; Sumrrrary Corrective Ackion Clan Np. 241 -050

On Wednesday, April 11, 2012, at approximately 3:05 p.m., three

unif~prm~d Las Angeles County deputy sheriffs, as$ignad to. the Los

Angeles Chunky Sheriff's Department's Lancaster Station, drove to

43020 Alep 5#rest in Lancaster, 'in response to ~n emergent radio nail

far service ins#sated by ~ man wha..said his grandmother hid thraaten~d

to shoat him, The plaintiff (thy man's grandmother) was believed to be

in possession o~ a handgun.

When. the three deputy .sheriffs arrived (two deputy sheriffs and one

supervisor}, the p~aintif# exited the residency through the front door. One

of the deputy sheriffs instructed ~he plaintiff to turn around so he could

search her foe weapons. The plc ntiff comp{i~d with the deputy sheriffs

direction to turn around but began to. resi~C his attempt to search her. A

violent struggle ensued, and the deputy sheriff was Forced to use

physical force to overcome the resistance offered by the plaintiff,

The plaintiff was ultimately restrained, handcuffed, and taken into

custody. A loaded .38 caliber revalwer was found and recovered from

_..~ __~._,._ the~plainkiff's bedroom.

1. Briefly desoribe the .r at ~au~ets} of the claimllawsuit:

The root cause in #his inoideM is the plaintiff's resistance to a i.os Angeles County deputy
 sheriff's

attempt to se~~ch her. ~ ~

2. Briefly describe recommended corrective actian5:
(include each cgr[~ctiv~ action, du~~dat~, rpBpOtlBfble p8ity, and any.discipl(n~

ry acftans it appropriate)

Thy i os Angeles County Sheri~"s Qepartmeht had.r~i~vant po( ales and.procedures/proto
cols in effect

.: ,.
st the tlire'rsf the incident: ~ - _ °~

The Las Ar►geles County Sheriff's Dep~rtm~nYs tca~nin~ currlCUlum addresses the circumstances which

,OCGt,~(rF~d:itt:th@ inCltl811t.

'Phis lr~cident was ~lnves4igated by representatives fvom the Los Ang~l~s Cour►ty Sheriff's Department's

Lancasker station.,. Their investigation d~termjn~d that the force used by the deputy sheriff wad

atijecEiVely r~asonebl~ end within the guidelin~5 oP. the C~epartment's use of farce policy: 
Consequently,

Documen# version;' 4M0 (January 2U13) 
Page 1 of 3
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County 4f Lns Angeles
Summary Corrective Acton flan

While nn employee rri~sconduat iS su~pected'and nd systemic 1ssu~s were identffled, several steps wire
taken to proactively address the issues ~Iteged by the plalntiH`,

• On Nov~mb~r 25, 2014, tie Lis Angels County. 5harlff s ~e~~rtmenk'~ Risk M~nagment
~. _y~ur$au~~re=pub~is~ei'~~~:as. ~►rig~Ces...~airnfy Sherl~s...t5epe~triierit l~anu~l~.nf~~~olioy ani~ 

_ _. _.

Prxedures sectiar~ 3-10/Q00.00, Preamble to the U~~ nfFar~ Pollcy, and 3-1p/005.Oq, Fare .
._ Pri3ve►~tlan F'Hntctpl~'S; to i'~ii'Ptintl itleYttti~~~°of 4} the fii~td~met~Caf pi'il~Gipl~ tt5 avdi~ tti~"~U~~ of

farce whenever possibia and 2j ":..should endeavor to de-eecal~te confrontations thrqugh
t~ctic~Fcommunicatinns, warnings, and other common gene methods preventing the need to
use force whenever reasonably passible,"

3. Are thg corrective ~otians ~ddrss~ing dep~rt+~nent~wide system issues?

C] Yes —Thy corrective acfions a8dress department wide system issues.

~(~I Na--The corree#ive~ actions are only ~pplic~bt~ tt~ they affected p~►~ties:

Las Angeles Caunt~ Sheriff's D~,~~rEmen~3 ~ ..... ,,:. , :. ~; , ,., ;~ .,,, .,:,~ ,;, .. ... ,..~.. , . ~ . ,~ ...~
:` Name;,~(trtsk,Managament Caordineknr)

ucatt E. Johnson, C~pt~in
Risk Management ~uceau i

~;

t~: Srgnatare,, 
.~.~~~G~ ~. ... ,.. 

'pats:

`3'ri!we ~r~:i "e}~ ... ... ..~ w„f'~ ~4'r .r. f. ~:.~• .N~.S' .., x ♦ i :.: ~:i

Name~(C1ep8~tm~nt Head)

sari lVi. Shteids, Chief
,.: Profes~tonai Standard

~~ 5Egnaturs: ̀~

~G

d"J. ~...~ x..a 1 , , ~ ~.

~':
c~

s Dfvfslon ~'is
•~!4t .:t~KS..,~~~~a,rt~My\i~.i ..r .•. A~Il;~~.b: (xY. .. r.. ~~~1'1: 1.1 ''~i• t'. .. -}'.t';:4r ~ f. .. 

~:

Date: 'j`:z.;
~;

~~'4~~ 
'~

~~• l~~~~ r
,:.

n i.. ~...r~~~.::.y~i .n '.re - i.. - ~ r.. .~ r... .'w ..: r. 4 t .

_l'~

'his seetinn intent3nnaQy left bi~nk.

gocument ve~slan; 4.Q (January 2013) Page z of 3 ,



County of Las Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Flan

'i.+. +,mv~.-row~..KV :--.ku~.u~:?;trtr.~n< ~.~...~,..~.~..~.~y~.w,a ¢ ~ z~ 1'. ~. ~ ~ ~?R 't i r f'•,~ (~y ~ r r .: ~ urrw.~...-

~~i~i° ~~~~i~~'~~~~R1~.~C.~M~rl~~~l~~~,►~ 1in~~i~`vr~,+~~~i~r~~~~S,~ C~t~lY

~~re r̀~~ ~̀aw~i~c~.~~~n~,~~plC~a~~ir~~t~~tr~~r~~~F~~r~~~v~~tMl~i~i~~~Qu~~t~!'~ .. ' ~r t ,~
.. r _ ..,~ ~ fi ., G. _ ...._............ ..._._.._ ......

~7. ~~~, t~~ snrcecNtt"o`.:,~~~s ~'at~n~~~i~Yk~~i~~ ~~~i1~~~~! ~~~~i~~iifity,,,
/`~',~,,,,f~ .~i~,;"}~'i8`CG1,Kf~L~iil~•.~j~,'~.•~!~,~~d~~l6~'y~~~ ~J~~~'"~~~~~',: 

~ 
f 

#.

`'nc• .~ ~' ~ .. 

~~, r IN

t: N : (R(gk Management inspector Cieneraf)

1 .-~., . I~',\)(^•//~~,'~~~V~,.'.~

. Ys~. r.. ~~i ~. ~~{~~CL4r_ `•~ .. ~A .. .. .. _ ... .~ .'Y. NTI .. .. . i~. f

Signature: ~ C7at~: i
,. ~ ~~ ~ .

~' ;
r 

y

.. 
i
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3-1n~000;(}0 ('R1;:~fviE3[.k''v'1'C~Ck [151; (~}~' ~t~I~CE !'t~I:,1GY N~~c I o l' 1

3-'IOt~00.Ut} ~R~A E3L»E 7Q THE USE t~~ FORCE PC)LlCY

_.:....._..._ ......_,...:The_L-:o~-Angel~s. County-Sheriff'~-nepactment-.is..aammitted_.tr~._the._san~tity..~n.~...~.r~~~nrat nn. o:

I(fi~, human rights, and the dignity of every indEVidual as described in Qur Core Values,

l~epartrner~t members are sametir~es required to use force in self~defense, defense of ethers,
and during fihe exeaufian of Iawful duties, 1n ~If sltuatians, Department members are requ+red
to conduct therns~ives in accordance with (awful and aanstitutior~ai standards.

As leaders an the Sheriff s Dep~rtm~nt, ati members shall view #heir duties in the context o~
safety for thems~iv~s and others, with an emphasis on respect, professionalism, and
reverence for human life, even when #orce is required.

In cases where Sheriff's pepartment persann~l must take action to cpnduct Eawful duties
where there is oat necessarily an immediate physical thread, members shall take into account
ar~d cammu~icake (where applicable) tactical considerations predicated an preventing the.use
of fn~ce whenever passibi~.

far planned,tactica! operations, such as service of warrants, parole compliance searches,
tacti'cai cell extractions, and prolonged passive resistance, members shall d~velap a tactia~l
plan predicated on preventing the use n#farce whenever passible. Supervisors shall be
present dt~ririg pl~r~ned Cact3cal nperations~:

The Sheriff's Department is committed t~ upholding lawful, profe5sianal, ~r~d ethical s#andards

fihrough assertive leadership and supervision before, during, and after force incid+~nts, This

includes farce prevention efforts, effective tactics, dispassionate and objective review, and
analysis of every incident.

i~eviseci. C17112t'i 3
~tevised 4~t~i9f12 {impl~rrientati~rr January 1, 213}

Iatt~;/Ii ~~tr~fncit/intrt~n~tlmnnJWol3J3-1()13- I t1-0()t).Ut3.1~1m 1 ?/'1 G/2 U i'



~-IU~Q(}5.(3~ r~f}E7.C'~a ('ItL~VlNI'1(}N t'12,lNCtt~~;~~- l?~+~c t~o't' f

j .`, 4 .
.-
,:.

3-1 l00 .Od F ? ,: ~ := (V. 1. ,N. PRlN:.I . L:: 
.

.. .

_ 
__-,;--t~~partment-members--shaFl°~aniy.us~~that-level-of.far-ce:-w.hich...is..~.bjectiv.~l_y 

r.~~snnataie,..and.. _ . ----. _...

ford shauid be. used as a ta5t r~sart. Department members should 
endeavor to d~-escalate,.

cnnfroritations thtdugM tactical.cammanicatiar~, warnings, and other cnmman s
ense rnefihods __:_

preventing the need to use force whenever reasana~(y pc~ssibie.

.When farce must be used, C?eputies and staff shall ~nd~avar to use restraint
 techniques when

passible, and u~~: only that I~vet of fiorce necessary for the situation.

Revised x}7/1 ~l'i 3



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME •~ Servando Gomez Castaneda, et ai. v. County of Los.
nge es, e 

_a _ ._ ....._. _ ___._ .._.. .

.CASE-NUMBER...- - BC x11592

COURT Los Angeles Superior Court

DATE FILED June 10, 2013

COUNTY DEPARTMENT . SherifFs Department Contract Cities Trust Fund

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT ~tMOUNT $ .99,000

ATTORNEY F4R PLAINTIFF Sergio F. Benedetto, Esq.
Law Offices of Sergio F. Benedetto

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Millicent L. Rolon ~ }
Principal Deputy County Counsel

NATURE OF CASE This is a recommendation to settle for $99,000, the
lawsuit filed by Plaintiff. Servando Gomez Castaneda
alleging false arrest and- excessive force by
Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department Depu#ies.

The Deputies contend that the force used was
reasonable and in response to Mr. Castaneda's
actions.

Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation,. a .
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid#urther
litigation casts. Therefore,. a full and final settlement
of the case in the amounf of $99,000 is
recommended:

PAID. ATTORNEY FEES,. TQ DATE ~ $ 73,16$

. PAID;COSTS,, TO DATE.::, .::. $ 10,434.

y

~~ i

MOA;1109330.1



COUNTY OF LOS :ANGELES I
CONTRACT CITIES LIABILITY TRUST FUND

CLAIMS BOARD ~ 1

_._ _ ___ __ _ _ .MINUTES OF MEETING ___

December 10, 2014

1. Call to Order

This meeting of the County of Los Angeles Contract Cities Liability
Trust Fund Claims Board was called to order by Curtis Morris, at 11:22 a.m.
The meeting was held in the Community Center, Sproul Room, 13200 Clarkdale

Avenue, Norwalk, CA 90650.

Present at the meeting were Claims Board Members: Curtis Morris, Chair,
San Dimas, Region III; Mark Alexander, La Canada Flintridge, Region I;
Margaret Finlay, Duarte, Region I; Michael _Egan, Norwalk, Region III; Doug
Prichard, Rolling Hills Estates, Region II; Mark Waronek, City of Lomita,
Region II; County of Los Angeles Staff: Millicent Rolon, Principal Deputy
.County Counsel; Ernie Romo, Risk Management, Chief Executive Office;
Michael Stuver, Civil Litigation Unit, Los Angeles Sheriff s Department; Michael
Rothans, Los Angeles Sheriff s Department; Angela Kechichian, Wells Fargo
Insurance Services USA, Inc.; Alan Boring, Wells Fargo Insurance Services
USA, Inc.; Karen Bartak, Bedford Falls Insurance Services; Third Party
Administrator for the County of Los Angeles: Sylvia Hernandez, Claims, Carl
Warren &Company; California JPIA: Jonathan Shull, Chief Executive Officer;
Paul Zeglovitch, Liability Program Manager; Jim Thyden, Insurance Programs
Manager; Jennifer Fullerton, Administrative Analyst.

2. Public Comment

Members of the public were provided the opportunity to address the
'Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board on items of interest that are
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board. No members of the

public addressed the Board.
.. - 4

I

At 11:23 a.m., the Chair adjourned the County of Los Angeles Contract

Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board into. Closed Session.

3
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3. Closed Session - Conference. with Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation f
(Subdivision (a) of Government Code Section 54956.9)

a. Nikkia Wise~v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 483647

This lawsuit concerns allegations of excessive force and assault and ~
battery by Sheriffs Deputies.

Action Taken: ~
i

The Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board approved the
settlement of this matter in the amount of $77,000.

i

Vote:- Ayes: 6 -- Curtis Morris, Mark Alexander, Margaret Finlay,
Michael Egan, Doug Prichard, and Mark Waronek

Absent: Sam 0livito ,.
i

4. Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation ~~
(Subdivision (a) of Government, Code Section 54956.9)

j
i

a. Eduardo Arenas v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
United States District Court Case No. CV 14-01356

This lawsuit concerns allegations of excessive force
and false arrest by Sheriffs Deputies. t

i
Action Taken: ';

No reportable action taken.

b. Annette Montalvo, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Compton Superior Court Case No. TC 023708

i
This lawsuit concerns allegations of wrongful death and
excessive force by Sheriffs Deputies. I

r
Action Taken:

No reportable action taken.

E

2
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a Claim of Liam Mulligan
File No. 14-1115580*001

This claim concerns allegations of excessive force and civil
rights violations by Sfieriff s Deputies.

Action Taken:

No reportable action taken. ;.

d. Claim of Lisa Oster~ren ~
File No. 14-1113935*001.

• This claim concerns allegations of wrongful death by
Sheriff s Deputies.

I
s

Action Taken:

No reportable action taken.

e. Obdulio Oliva, et al. v. Countv of Los Angeles, et al. ~
.United States District Court Case No. CV 14-7091 j

This lawsuit concerns allegations of excessive force and ~
wrongful death by Sheriff s Deputies.

Action Taken: ~

No reportable action taken.
i

f. Justin Smith v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Compton Superior Court Case No. TC 027644 ~

This lawsuit concerns allegations of assault and battery by Sheriffs j
Deputies. ~

Action Taken:

No reportable action taken. -~

5. Report of actions taken in Closed Session.
4

The meeting was reconvened into public session at 11:59 a.m. No action
was taken in Closed Session which required a public report pursuant to
Government Code Section 54957.1.
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6. Approval of the Minutes for November 12, 2014, meeting of the Contract
Cities. Liability Trust Fund Claims. Board.

Action Taken: ~ ~ ~ r_ _ _ _ _;

The Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board approved the minutes.
i

Vote: Ayes: 6 -- Curtis Morris, Mark Alexander, Margaret Finlay, Michael Egan,
Doug Prichard, and Mark Waronek

Absent: Sam Olivito

7. Items Not on the Posted Agenda, to be Referred to Staff or Placed on the
Agenda for Action at a Further Meeting of the Contract Cities Liability
Trust Fund Claims Board, or Matters Requiring Immediate Action Because
of Emergency Situation or Where the Need to Take Immediate Action Came j
to the Attention of the Board Subsequent to the Posting of the Agenda

i
None

S. Other Business j

None
I
j

9. Adjournment
1

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m:

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
CONTRACT CITIES LIABILITY
TRUST FUND CLAIMS BOARD ` kI

-~. 
SANDRA C. R IZ

i

E
t

i
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