
The LA County Climate Vulnerability Assessment (CVA) key findings can be used by policymakers to inform future 
budget allocations, oversight legislation, and infrastructure investments. The CVA identifies communities most in need 
of resources to limit the perils of climate change on people and infrastructure.  Policymakers can use the information 
to ensure that investments are multi-benefit. By following the equity-centered approach used by the CVA, proposed 
programs and projects will also support climate resilience and prioritize historically disadvantaged people.

Climate impacts will touch nearly every sector of the economy in the LA Region. The Climate Hazards, Social 
Vulnerability Assessment, and Physical Vulnerability Assessment sections of the report emphasize the urgency of 
climate adaptation in Los Angeles County. By 2050, or mid-century:

• 2.2 million people in LA will be highly vulnerable to extreme heat as they live in areas with both high 
temperatures and less infrastructure to adapt.

• Wildfires will become larger, more frequent, and more destructive—especially in the San Gabriel Mountains,
where the wildfire burn area may increase up to 40 percent.

• A rise in sea level of up to 2.5 feet will lead to more frequent and severe coastal flooding, affecting
coastal communities as well workers in the local economies of tourism, shipping, and energy.

• Megadrought periods in the Southwest US could increase by more than 65 percent. Because Southern
California is heavily reliant on imported water supplies, the drought impacts on various Southwest US
watersheds and snowpack will affect water supply in LA County.

The relationships between these impacts are explored  in the Cascading Impacts Assessment of the report. 
• For example, climate-related threats to LA County’s energy infrastructure are pervasive, and energy

infrastructure is connected to every other type of infrastructure. For households, losing access to electricity is
disruptive, but it is especially so for socially vulnerable populations reliant on medical devices or low-income
families.

• Furthermore, workforce availability is central to the operation of every infrastructure system—without
workers to service power infrastructure, or maintain communication systems, these systems break down.
Similarly, workers are reliant on infrastructure to arrive to and complete their work. Current evacuation and
communication methods are not always timely nor accessible in multiple languages or platforms for workers.
These gaps will possibly affect the provision of services countywide.

For policymakers championing infrastructure investments for local communities, the CVA information can be used 
to help apply for various sources of funding like the state’s Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities (AHSC) 
Program and FEMA’s Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC). For policymakers involved in creating 
new funding streams, the $3 billion 2021-2022 California State Budget allocation for climate resilience is one example 
of money being prioritized to address climate risks and hazards. 

Policymakers and 
Elected Officials

How can policymakers and elected officials use the 

LA County Climate Vulnerability Assessment?

https://www.hcd.ca.gov/grants-funding/active-funding/ahsc.shtml
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/grants-funding/active-funding/ahsc.shtml
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities
http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/

