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SACRAMENTO UPDATE - SUMMARY OF 2021 COUNTY ADVOCACY EFFORTS

Executive Summary

On October 9, 2021, Governor Gavin Newsom completed action on legislative measures for
the first year of the 2021-22 Legislative Session. This year, in consultation with the Board of
Supervisors (Board) and in collaboration with County departments, the Chief Executive
Office’s Legislative Affairs and Intergovernmental Relations (LAIR) Branch advocated on
152 State legislative and budget proposals that will protect, support, and/or enhance County
operations, programs, and the well-being of constituents. Of these proposals, over 100 were
acted on, in support or opposition, consistent with the County’s advocacy position. This report
summarizes these strategic advocacy efforts and the Attachment highlights some of the
County’s major advocacy wins.

County-Sponsored Proposals

In 2021, the County’s successful advocacy efforts led to the enactment of nine County-
sponsored and co-sponsored Assembly Bills (AB) and Senate Bills (SB). This includes bills
that will help local governments increase affordable housing; ensure that local entities have
the authority to protect our communities against hazardous threats; increase diversion and
rehabilitation opportunities for justice-involved individuals; expand the type of professional
experience a person may have to be eligible for nomination for membership on an
assessment appeals board within the County; as well as groundbreaking legislation that
allows the County to return land unjustly taken from the late Charles and Willa Bruce to their
descendants.
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Two County co-sponsored proposals, AB 71 (Rivas), related to annual funding for
homelessness and AB 988 (Bauer-Kahan), related to establishing the 988 Suicide and
Prevention Crisis Hotline Center, will move forward as two-year bills in 2022. In addition, the
County’s advocacy on these measures helped yield related State Budget funding in 2021,
including the $12 billion Bring California Home Act and an investment of $20 million in
California’s network of emergency call centers to support the launch of the new 988 hotline.

County-Advocacy on State Budget Proposals

The County advocated in support of 63 State Budget proposals, of which 59 proposals were
enacted in the 2021 State Budget Act. This includes proposals that provide critical funding
for: homelessness and housing, economic recovery, bridging the digital divide, protecting the
environment, and other additional funding in the health and social services arenas that will
improve the quality of life for County residents. For additional details, please refer to the
CEO’s FY 2021-22 State Budget Act Update.

County-Advocacy Legislation

LAIR worked closely with Board offices and impacted departments to review legislative
proposals and to identify legislation that had the potential to impact County operations and
programs. Accordingly, the County actively advocated in sponsorship, co-sponsorship,
support, or in opposition of 88 County-related bills. Of these, 48 bills were acted on in this
first year of the session, with 42 acted on consistent with the County’s advocacy position.
The remaining 40 bills are expected to continue as two-year bills in the second year of the
2021-22 Legislative Session. A summary of bills which the County actively advocated on and
bills that the County closely monitored in 2021 can be found at: County of Los Angeles Bills
of Interest. In addition, details for individual bills can be found on the County’s tracking system
at: County of Los Angeles Legislative Tracking System.

Other Legislative Efforts

Throughout the course of the Legislative Session, LAIR coordinated more than 50 meetings
and roundtable discussions that members of the Board and Department Heads participated
in with members of the Administration and the Legislature, to discuss the County’s program
and funding priorities. LAIR staff also partnered with various organizations like the California
State Association of Counties, County Behavioral Health Directors Association of California,
labor, and community partners on legislative and budget proposals to support county service
related programs and resources.

Overall, the County’s Sacramento Advocates lead and/or participated in 2,789 advocacy
meetings to advance the County’s priorities. In addition, the Sacramento Advocates and
Legislative Analysts led 167 legislative briefings and/or presentations, as well as monitored
and/or attended 950 legislative hearings in support of the County’s legislative priorities.
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http://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/ceo/legi/1115538_sacto_090321_FY2021-22StateBudgetAct.pdf
http://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/ceo/legi/1115957_MasterBillList_2021.pdf
http://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/ceo/legi/1115957_MasterBillList_2021.pdf
https://ceo.lacounty.gov/county-of-los-angeles-legislative-tracking-system/
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The second year of the 2021-22 Legislative Session is expected to begin on January 3,2022.
LAIR will continue to work with Board offices and departments to advance the County’s
priorities.

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me or Samara Ashley,
Assistant Chief Executive Officer, at (213) 974-1464 or sashley(ceo.lacounty.c1ov.
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