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The County will seek to maximize federal revenues; full funding for the costs of federal programs; 
additional funding for programs where service needs have outpaced stagnant or slow growing 
revenues; funding formulae which ensure an equitable allocation of federal funding; minimize the 
adverse impact of federal actions; achieve greater flexibility over the use of federal funds; secure 
federal assistance whenever possible, especially from non-General Fund sources, to preserve 
the County’s property tax, sales tax, locally-imposed taxes or fees, or Vehicle License Fee 
revenue base; oppose the shift of programs unless control is also shifted and federal funding is 
guaranteed; and to oppose new unfunded mandates unless they promote a higher priority. The 
County will also: 
 
I. GENERAL FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PRINCIPLES 

 
1. Maximize federal revenues. 

 
2. Increase flexibility for the County. 

 
3. Lessen the impact of adverse federal policies on County costs and decision-making 

authority. 
 

4. Support proposals which would provide a greater share of total available federal funding to 
the County or California and oppose proposals which would reduce the County's or State's 
share of total funding. 

 
5. Support proposals which would provide local governments with greater decision-making 

authority over the use of federal funds, and which provide for direct grants or mandatory 
pass-through allocations to large urban counties. 

 
6. Oppose proposals which would impose new unfunded mandates on the County. 

 
7. Oppose proposals which would finance increased spending for one program by cutting other 

programs of greater benefit to the County, or which would result in a net revenue loss or a 
cost shift to the County. 

 
8. Support proposals to reduce or relax match requirements which hinder the ability of 

financially distressed state and local governments to receive or utilize federal funds. 
 

9. Support federal fiscal relief for financially distressed state and local governments. 
 

10. Oppose federal preemption of state and local government authority. 
 

11. Support proposals that provide investments to support local and state government efforts 
to redress past policies and practices that created and perpetuated racial harm. 

 
12. Support proposals that combat misinformation and disinformation, including elections and 

voting, immigration, consumer protection, and/or public health. 
 
II. COUNTY FUNDING PRIORITIES IN APPROPRIATIONS BILLS 

 
The County's funding priorities in individual appropriations bills are outlined below.  Within each 
appropriations bill, priority is given to pursuing funding for programs which provide the County 
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with a greater share of total funding and flexibility over the use of funds, or which are more at-risk 
of being significantly cut.  These priorities do not include health and welfare entitlement programs, 
such as Medicaid, for which funding levels are not set through annual appropriations bills.  Board 
policies on Medicaid and other entitlement programs are included in the section, entitled “IV.  
Federal Legislative Policies Addressing Issues of Major County Interest.” 

 
1. Commerce, Justice, and Science Appropriations Bill 
 

1. Reimbursement of Criminal Justice Costs:  Support increased funding to reimburse the 
County’s criminal justice costs for programs, such as the State Criminal Alien Assistance 
Program. 

 
2. Justice/Law Enforcement Activities: Support increased funding for justice and law 

enforcement activities, such as more asylum judges, the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice 
Assistance Grant, human trafficking, anti-gang, prisoner reentry, prosecutions, prevention, 
forensic science, student loan repayment for prosecutors and public defenders, and 
activities addressing special populations, such as juveniles, mentally ill, and homeless 
persons and increased funding for community-based violence prevention and intervention 
programs, victims assistance programs, and community healing services. 

 
3. Bureau of Census: Support increased funding for the Decennial Census Program, 

including, but not limited to, increased funding for staffing, infrastructure, periodic 
censuses, and programs. 

 
2. Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Bill 
 

1. Ryan White HIV/AIDS Programs: Support increased funding of Ryan White HIV/AIDS 
programs. 

 
2. Public Health Funding: Support increased funding for public health activities, such as 

bioterrorism, early detection and prevention of disease surveillance, contact tracing, 
immunizations, tuberculosis, maternal and child health, family planning, sexually 
transmitted disease, childhood lead poisoning, violence and injury prevention programs, 
food safety, chronic disease programs, and initiatives that improve health equity and social 
determinants of health including the Racial and Ethnic Approaches to Community Health 
program, for disproportionately burdened communities. 

 
3. Other Health Funding: Support federal reimbursement of the costs of emergency medical 

care provided to undocumented immigrants and funding for emergency preparedness and 
response, trauma care, and other health services. 

 
4. Substance Use Disorder and Mental Health: Support increased funding for Substance 

Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration grants, including substance use 
disorder and mental health block grants, the Children’s Mental Health Services Program, 
and other substance use disorder prevention and treatment, mental health, and supportive 
services and training grants. 

 
5. Social Services Block Grant: Support increased funding for the Social Services Block 

Grant, which provides states with considerable flexibility over the use of funds. 
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6. Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) Programs: Support at least full 
authorized funding of WIOA programs, and other employment and training programs. 

 
7. Older Americans Act Programs: Support increased funding for Older Americans Act 

programs. 
 
8. Refugee Assistance: Support increased funding to provide cash and medical assistance, 

employment services, and other supportive services to refugees. 
 

9. Community Services Block Grant (CSBG): Support increased funding for CSBG, which 
provides assistance to states, localities, and community-based organizations to reduce 
poverty, revitalize low-income communities, and assist low-income persons. 
 

10. COVID-19 Relief Funding: Support proposals to provide additional COVID-19 relief 
funding, to help continue critical COVID-19 efforts, and to ensure the necessary ongoing 
funding for the extent of the emergency that maintains critical to State and local relief 
efforts. 

 
3. Energy and Water Development Appropriations Bill 
 

1. Water Supply, Quality, and Reliability: Support funding for the improvement of water 
supply, quality, and reliability, including grants for projects that would expand the use of 
recycled water, and for the protection of water supplies against terrorist acts. 

 
2. Marina del Rey: Support funding for the development and implementation of long-term 

solutions for shoaling problems, including the safe disposal of contaminated sediment and 
construction of improvements in Ballona Creek, and the entrance of Marina del Rey. 

 
3. Beach Erosion/Replenishment: Support funding for developing and implementing coastal 

management plans, including beach stabilization and replenishment projects. 
 
4. Transportation and Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Bill 

 

1. Transportation Projects: Support funding for projects to build, improve, repair, and 
maintain highways and other transportation infrastructure in Los Angeles County. 

 
2. Airport and Seaport Security: Support increased and multi-year funding to improve 

security at airports, seaports, and harbors in Los Angeles County, including funding for 
Coast Guard operations to protect coastal areas of the County. 

 
3. Environmental Improvements: Support funding for initiatives to protect and enhance 

communities through projects promoting public safety and environmental improvements. 
 

4. Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME, Section 108 Loan Guarantee, and 
Homeless Assistance: Support increased funding for CDBG, HOME, Section 108 Loan 
Guarantee, and homeless assistance grants, and oppose efforts to increase set asides. 

 
5. Public and Assisted Housing: Support increased funding for public housing and 

Section 8 programs, including rental assistance, and the public housing operating and 
capital funds. 
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5. Interior-Environment Appropriations Bill 
 

1. Land and Water Conservation Fund: Support full funding for the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, as well as funding for improvements in the Santa Monica Mountains, 
San Gabriel Mountains, parks, environmental restoration of coastal watersheds and 
wetlands, and beach projects in Los Angeles County. 

 
2. Urban Park and Recreation Recovery (UPARR) Program: Support increased funding for 

park and open space acquisition and development under the UPARR. 
 
6. Homeland Security Appropriations Bill 
 

1. Homeland Security Activities: Support increased funding for state and local homeland 
security programs activities, such as the Urban Area Security Initiative, State Homeland 
Security Grant Program, emergency preparedness and response, training, equipment, 
and improved communications systems. 

 
2. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA): Support funding for FEMA to 

reimburse all unpaid disaster claims and for earthquake preparedness, disaster mitigation, 
and emergency management. 

 
3. Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) Program: Support 

increased funding for SAFER, which provides financial assistance to hire firefighters. 
 

4. Immigration and Naturalization Activities: Support appropriate funding for activities such 
as asylum and refugee assistance, naturalization assistance, processing of naturalization 
and immigration applications, and legal representation for indigent immigrants in removal 
proceedings; as well as border security funds designated for combatting drug, weapons, 
contraband, and human trafficking, while promoting lawful trade and travel. 

 
III. GENERAL FEDERAL LEGISALTIVE POLICIES  

 
1. CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

 
1.1 Children and Family Services 

 

1. Support proposals which would provide financial assistance and support, including Title 
IV-E funding, to relative and non-related legal guardians who have assumed full time care 
and responsibility for abused and neglected children to help and avoid foster care 
placement for such children. 

 
2. Support proposals that would increase services and funding to promote income security, 

housing, health care, education and vocational opportunities, and economic self- 
sufficiency for transition-age foster youth, nonminor dependents, and former foster youth, 
as well as lower the age provision of the Independent Living Program to 14 years. 

 
3. Support proposals which would expand Title IV-E eligibility to a greater number of children 

and families, including the modification, phase down or elimination of the look-back 
provision that links eligibility for Federal Foster Care reimbursement to the 1996 Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children income standard. 
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4. Support proposals which would increase funding for child welfare services such as foster 
care, child protective services, adoption assistance, independent living, and family 
preservation, among other services to promote the safety, well-being of and permanency 
for children and youth. 

 
5. Support proposals and funding which would enhance a Child Health and Education 

Passport System in Los Angeles County. 
 

6. Support proposals which would enhance legal permanence for foster children, such as 
expanding family finding programs, streamlining and/or supporting adoption and legal 
guardianship, and increasing kinship supportive services and benefits. 

 
7. Support proposals and funding which would improve and increase the training of child 

welfare, mental health, health, and other workers who provide services to children in the 
child welfare system. 

 
8. Support legislation that requires federal agencies to update their records within five days 

of receipt of information from state Title IV-D child support agencies. 
 

9. Support proposals and funding, including through the reauthorization of the Child Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment Act, to improve prevention and intervention efforts, technical 
assistance, research, and training/education in the areas that include the impact of trauma 
on brain development, impact of inter-generational trauma, racial and cultural inequities, 
substance use disorder, domestic violence, sexual violence, child abuse, commercial 
sexual exploitation of children, human trafficking, and elder abuse. 

 
10. Support proposals which would provide for the flexible use of federal funding to increase 

upfront prevention services that strengthen families and reduce the risk of child abuse and 
neglect, and provide services to at-risk, abused and neglected children and their families, 
including those who have come to the attention of child welfare agencies for abuse or 
neglect, but whose cases have not been substantiated. 

 
11. Support proposals which provide funding for before and after-school programs. 

 
12. Support proposals to provide states with increased financial incentives to pass through 

child support arrearages to children who receive welfare benefits. 
 

13. Support proposals and funding that increase the availability and quality of affordable child 
care and development services, including universal preschool and early childhood 
education, developmental screening and assessment using standardized tools, and early 
intervention for children with developmental delays. 

 
14. Support proposals and funding to promote the growth and development of dual language 

learners in early care and education programs as the foundation for future learning and 
English acquisition. 

 
15. Support legislation to reauthorize the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) program, 

which maintains or increases California’s percentage share of total CSBG funding, and 
which retains the current requirement that states pass through block grant funds to local 
communities. 
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16. Support proposals that provide child welfare agencies, juvenile probation agencies, 
juvenile courts, and court-appointed advocates with access to educational records on 
children who they are serving. 

 
17. Support proposals that would fully fund special education. 

 
18. Support proposals and funding to expand mentoring services and after-school recreation 

activities, including increased access to technology, for at-risk children/youth and children, 
youth, and families involved in the child welfare system. 

 
19. Oppose proposals which would eliminate or reduce the collection of data related to 

vulnerable populations involved in the child welfare system including LGBTQ+ foster 
youth. 
 

20. Support proposals that provide more federal funding to increase affordable child care 
options. 
 

21. Support proposals to develop a national system of income supplementation to provide a 
basic floor of economic and social security for all, including strategies such as universal 
basic income or guaranteed income. 
 

22. Support proposals that improve access to Social Security cards for foster youth. 
 

23. Support proposals that increase federal and state support available for foster and probation 
youth up to age 26. 
 

24. Support proposals to provide states with increased financial incentives to pass through child 
support arrearages to children who receive welfare benefits. 

 
2. ENVIROMENT, NATURAL RESOURCES AND RECREATION 

 
 2.1 Air, Water, and Resources 
 

1. Support proposals which would permit greater local flexibility over water supplies, 
stormwater, groundwater, and flood control, and oppose changes in federal law and policy 
which restrict the ability of the County to maintain facilities so they can function as 
designed. 

 
2. Support proposals and funding for research and development of technologies to improve 

water quality, including relating to brackish water, chromium 6, Per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS), perchlorate, methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), arsenic, radon, and 
disinfection byproducts. 

 
3. Support proposals and funding which would improve the reliability, quality, quantity, and 

security of water supplies and water infrastructure in Los Angeles County. 
 

4. Support amendments to the Clean Water Act which would authorize federal funding or 
cost-sharing for implementing Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) standards, or which 
would exempt from its provisions those routine operation and maintenance activities on 
existing publicly-owned facilities and the construction of publicly-owned water quality 
enhancement facilities. 
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5. Support legislation which repeals the mandated use of oxygenated fuel additives, such as 
MTBE. 

 
6. Oppose proposals that would shift liability for the cost of cleaning up pollution caused by 

fuel additives, such as MTBE, from the private sector to state and local governments. 
 

7. Support proposals which provide funding to states and local governments to reduce 
emissions from mobile and fixed sources, such as through the conversion of vehicle fleets 
to alternative fuels. 

 
8. Support proposals which provide funding or tax credits for projects to improve air quality, 

such as by reducing toxic particulate matter emissions from diesel engines through 
voluntary scrap programs and the replacement or retrofit of diesel-powered vehicles and 
equipment. 

 
9. Support proposals which provide funding to state and local governments for environmental 

protection and restoration of watersheds, shorelines, wetlands, land acquisition, open 
space, and improvements to parks, beaches, and other recreational areas. 

 
10. Support proposals to fund the operation and maintenance of watershed or multi-use 

projects. 
 

11. Support proposals and funding for flood protection, water conservation and infrastructure, 
pollution control, storm drain improvements, septic systems, stormwater management, 
groundwater recharge, and low impact development practices. 

 
12. Oppose proposals which would reduce the amount of funds available to state and local 

governments from the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 
 

13. Support proposals to fully fund the Los Angeles County segment of the Army Corps of 
Engineers’ Coast of California study and the development of long-term management plans 
for sediments in the Los Angeles region. 

 
14. Support the use of a portion of funds from the Outer Continental Shelf Royalty Fund for 

sand replenishment, sewage treatment, urban runoff programs, and the environmental 
protection and restoration of watersheds, shorelines, wetlands, and oppose initiatives to 
renew offshore drilling. 

 
15. Support proposals which would authorize federal cost-sharing of local development and 

rehabilitation projects, as well as operations and maintenance at federal-owned and 
constructed flood control facilities used for regional recreation. 

 
16. Support funding for pest prevention and eradication efforts, weed and wildlife 

management efforts, enhanced pesticide use enforcement and monitoring, increased 
surveillance of pests at ports of entry in California, and for the Sterile Insect Release 
program in the Los Angeles area to prevent Medfly infestations. 

 
17. Support funding for weights and measures inspection and enforcement. 
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18. Support proposals that encourage development of multiuse watershed management, 
environmental restoration, open space, and recreation projects within flood protection and 
water conservation facilities. 

 
19. Support proposals and funding that would assist local park agencies in their efforts to 

promote healthy lifestyles and activities that address the problem of obesity. 
 

20. Support proposals and funding to promote or expand after-school programs, including for 
partnerships between local school districts and park agencies. 

 
21. Support proposals and financing, including tax-exempt financing or tax credits, which 

would reduce greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution, such as from solid waste 
landfills, heat wastewater treatment plants, and co-generation facilities. 

 
22. Support the authorization and reforms of the National Flood Insurance Program with 

provisions, such as risk-based flood insurance, mapping of flood hazards based on actual 
flood risk, accounting for projected flood risk based on climate change impacts, grant 
assistance for communities’ flood hazard area mapping activities under programs such as 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)’s Building Resilient Infrastructure and 
Communities and Hazard Mitigation grant programs to map flood areas with greater 
accuracy, affordable flood insurance for residents and businesses in the County, 
extending to local communities’ floodplain managers access to the FEMA Risk Rating 2.0 
insurance premium calculation engine, disclosure to buyers of properties’ repetitive loss 
status with FEMA and any federal obligation to maintain flood insurance on properties as 
a condition of receiving federal disaster assistance or hazard mitigation grants, require 
FEMA to update annually its lists of repetitive loss properties and properties that have 
received federal disaster assistance or grants, and oppose proposals which would 
significantly increase flood insurance premiums or impose costly new flood insurance 
requirements on property owners and communities in the County. 

 
23. Support proposals and funding for boundary adjustments to expand existing national 

recreations areas, provided that eminent domain is not utilized and entities’ ability to 
maintain, repair, and enhance publicly owned infrastructure is not hindered, and for local 
governments’ use of federal resources to maintain, improve, and preserve national 
recreation areas. 
 

24. Support proposals that protect existing and future national monuments while preserving 
entities’ ability to maintain, repair, and enhance publicly owned infrastructure. 

 
25. Support proposals that provide for the establishment of a permanent national memorial 

and monument commemorating those who lost their lives as a result of the collapse of the 
St. Francis Dam. 

 
26. Support transportation, parks, water conservation, and other related funding proposals 

which would ensure greenway development, protection, restoration, and enhancement are 
eligible for funding allocations. 

 
27. Support proposals to streamline administrative processes when coordinating with the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers for the operation, development, and rehabilitation of parks, 
recreational facilities, open space areas, and publicly owned infrastructure. 
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28. Support proposals which would impose a fee on products that contribute to climate 
change, such as crude oil, gasoline, and other products with carbon content. 

 
29. Support proposals that promote the use of sustainable building practices to reduce 

resource consumption, energy consumption, and release of pollutants and wastes, such 
as through the use of solar energy, elimination of fossil-fueled equipment and appliances, 
and water reclamation. 

 
30. Support proposals that increase funding for initiatives that advance environmentally 

responsible and climate-resilient agricultural practices that incentivize the practice of 
regenerative urban agriculture, the use of clean-powered equipment, increase technical 
conservation assistance for farmers, and the monitoring and/or reduction of agricultural 
activities' impact on the environment. 

 
31. Support proposals to divest or de-authorize, in whole or in part, the federal interest in the 

Los Angeles County Drainage Area system except Hansen Dam, Santa Fe Dam, 
Sepulveda Dam, and Whittier Narrows Dam, including to the extent feasible any 
jurisdiction under 33 U.S.C. Section 408. 

 
32. Support proposals to provide financial relief for customers who have delinquent water bills 

as a result of unforeseen economic hardships or resources to allow waterworks districts 
to continue delivering drinking water at the lowest reasonable cost to their customers. 
 

33. Support proposals that expand environmental protections and/or infrastructure in 
communities disproportionally impacted by environmental burdens.  
 

34. Support proposals that would diversify, expand, and/or otherwise strengthen food supply 
chains, especially through support for local and/or minority-owned food production, 
processing, distribution, and retail businesses.  
 

35. Support proposals that preserve agricultural and working lands and limit their conversion to 
residential or other uses. 
 

36. Support proposals that fund cooling strategies in parks. 
 

37. Support proposals that incorporate the County’s PNA+ 30x30 plan into programs, 
legislation, policies, and funding opportunities. 
 

38. Support funding opportunities to reduce flood risk in the County, particularly in vulnerable 
and disadvantaged communities and the necessary strategic partners to assist the County 
in advancing equity and climate resiliency in stormwater infrastructure planning, design, 
and capital improvements. 
 

3. GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
 

 3.1 Arts, Culture and Libraries 
 

1. Support increased federal funding for arts education research, and for cultural and 
educational agencies, including museums, which promote and sustain the arts, arts 
education, the humanities, and the sciences, such as the National Endowment for the Arts,  
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National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Institute for Museum and Library 
Services. 
 

2. Support increased funding for public libraries. 
 

3. Support funding for the Federal Depository Library Program, which makes government 
publications accessible at public libraries throughout the country. 
 

4. Oppose closures and service reductions at Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
regional and special libraries which support environmental research by members of the 
public and EPA staff. 

 
5. Support legislation to continue and expand the arts as core curriculum under the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 
 

6. Support proposals and funding which would provide resources for security infrastructure 
and/or supportive services at public libraries. 

 
7. Support proposals to establish a museum to illuminate Latino contributions to the history 

of the United States, provide resources to the establishment of exhibitions and programs 
related to Latinos and/or promote collaboration with among institutions to advance 
continued study of Latino issues and their impact on American society. 

 
8. Support proposals that ensure fair compensation to artists or creative workers for their 

creative endeavors. 
 

9. Support proposals that would designate the Battleship USS Iowa Museum as the National 
Museum of the Surface Navy. 
 

10. Support proposals that provide funding or resources to the 18 actionable strategies from 
the Countywide Cultural Policy Strategic Plan to ensure that every resident of the County 
has meaningful access to arts and culture. 
 

11. Support proposals that further diversity, equity, inclusion, and access in the fields of arts 
and culture, and increasing cultural activities and funding for small and community-based 
nonprofit organizations based in underserved areas. 
 

12. Support proposals that provide federal funding to support the Natural History Museums of 
Los Angeles County’s renovation and expansion of the La Brea Tar Pits and Museum site. 
 

13. Support proposals that invest in Black arts and culture. 
 

14. Support proposals that preserve cultural and historic sites that document the history of 
Black people in the United States. 
 

15. Support legislative proposals and funding to implement a program that would allow families 
receiving public benefits such as Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Supplemental Security Income (SSI), 
etc., free admission to participating museums, and national parks. 
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16. Support proposals and funding which would provide resources for climate resilience 
infrastructure and/or supportive services at public libraries. 
 

17. Support proposals that provide funding to support public art agencies and nonprofit arts 
and humanities organizations that directly combat systemic racism through the arts and 
humanities. 
 

18. Support proposals to establish a National Historical Park interpreting the life of Cesar E. 
Chavez and the Farm Worker Movement. 

 
 3.2 Census and Federal Data 
 

1. Support proposals which promote accurate, unbiased, and inclusive census counts and 
data collection, including by supporting the use of scientifically sound sampling methods 
to augment the direct count to ensure that accurate data will be available with which to 
equitably allocate funds among states and localities. 

 
2. Support the use of the most current available federal demographic data in allocating 

federal formula grant funds to assure that areas, such as the County, whose population is 
growing faster than the national average, receive an equitable share of funds. 

 
3. Oppose the use of small state minimums which provide states with small populations with 

more federal aid relative to need than more populous states, such as California. 
 

4. Oppose proposals that could negatively impact an accurate count of Los Angeles County 
residents in the Decennial Census, including the inclusion of a question on citizenship. 

 
5. Support proposals that would prohibit funding to support the inclusion of a question on 

citizenship on the Census form. 
 

6. Oppose proposals that would curtail the Census data collection process and impede a 
complete and accurate Census count. 

 
 3.3 Consumer Affairs 
 

1. Support proposals to prohibit unsolicited credit checks currently being marketed by credit 
card companies. 

 
2. Support proposals that increase consumer protections against information security 

attacks, including when a person or program impersonates a trusted source to obtain 
personal information. 
 

3. Support proposals that support the establishment of a safer cannabis market, including 
promoting access to banking and financial resources, safer cannabis products and 
businesses, and increased resources for local public health, equity, and consumer 
protection programs. 
 

4. Support proposals that encourage competition and increase diversity among businesses in 
the food supply chain, including anti-trust regulation, to prevent price fixing and other 
potential harms to the County’s residents and workers.  
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 3.4 Federalism 
 

1. Support proposals which ensure the input of state and local governments before 
implementing any Executive Order relating to the powers of state and local governments. 

 
2. Oppose proposals which preempt local land use decision-making authority, exempt 

certain categories of land use from zoning requirements, or limit the ability of local 
governments to determine appropriate uses of property within their jurisdiction. 
 

3. Support proposals which would expedite federal review of waiver requests submitted by 
state and local governments, especially requests for waiver extensions or waivers similar 
to those approved in other jurisdictions. 

 
4. Oppose proposals which would result in a net cost increase or revenue loss to state and 

local governments without providing them with offsetting federal revenue. 
 

5. Oppose proposals which would result in the downsizing or closure of the Los Angeles Air 
Force Base and other military installations in California. 

 
6. Oppose tax proposals that have a negative impact on the County and its residents. 

 
7. Support preservation of and oppose proposals to limit the federal tax deductibility of state 

and local income and property taxes, and the federal tax-exempt status of state and local 
bonds. 

 
8. Oppose any federal mandate that would require state and local governments to withhold 

a percentage of payments to contractors or vendors for payment to the federal government 
for federal tax collection purposes. 

 
9. Oppose proposals that jeopardize local revenues associated with the provision of voice 

(telephone), video (cable), and data (Internet) services. 
 

10. Support proposals which would provide state and local governments with the option of 
using federal supply schedules to acquire goods and services. 

 
11. Oppose proposals to impose a national sales, consumption, or value added tax that would 

diminish the ability of state and local governments to raise revenue through sales and use 
taxes. 

 
12. Support tax proposals which reward work by low-income persons, such as through 

increasing or expanding eligibility for the Earned Income Tax Credit. 
 

13. Support proposals which would reduce or eliminate the fiscal impact on the County of any 
federal excise tax on high-cost health insurance plans.  Support proposals which would 
enable California to collect sales taxes for purchases made by its residents from out-of-
state sellers. 

 
14. Support proposals which would increase the federal minimum wage. 

 
15. Support proposals that reform federal cannabis laws and remove barriers for California’s 

regulatory system including, but not limited to, descheduling cannabis, developing federal 
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safety and quality standards and regulations, easing restrictions on scientific/medical 
research, and developing statutes and regulations that address problems associated with 
the disproportionately high use of cash in cannabis businesses. 

 
16. Support proposals to officially recognize the Armenian Genocide. 

 
17. Oppose violations of human rights and unprovoked military operations against Armenia. 

 
18. Support proposals that make special districts eligible for Coronavirus Relief Fund-type 

allocations and/or the Municipal Liquidity Facility program. 
 
19. Support proposals that would reduce racial inequities in the debt-to-income ratio, such as 

through targeted lending or hiring, debt forgiveness, or reparations. 
 

20. Support proposals that reinstate the federal Advance Child Tax Credit.  
 

21. Support proposals to hold Azerbaijan accountable for war crimes against the Armenian 
people. 
 

22. Support proposals to support women’s rights and freedom abroad and oppose government-
imposed internet restrictions. 
 

23. Support proposals to establish a program to support Armenian Genocide Education. 
 
 3.5 Racial Equity and Justice 
 

1. Support proposals to examine and document the impact of chattel slavery in the US and its 
harm to all diasporic descendants of enslaved people. 

 
2. Support proposals to implement Detailed Programs of Reparations for Black Americans.  

 
3. Support proposals to repair Community-Level Harms of Racially Discriminatory Federal 

Policies. 
 

4. Support proposals which seek to advance racial equity through measurable outcomes and 
establish a commission to examine and address the continuing impacts of slavery. 

 
 3.6 Retirement/Pension Programs 
 

1. Oppose proposals which mandate Social Security and Medicare coverage of state and 
local government employees. 

 
2. Support proposals which would increase the portability of government pension and 

deferred income plans, including by allowing Section 457 transfers to purchase retirement 
service credits, and which would relax limits on contributions to and benefits from such 
plans. 

 
3. Support proposals to repeal or reduce the Government Pension Offset and Windfall 

Elimination Provision which reduce the amount of Social Security benefits received by 
many federal, state, and local government retirees and their spouses. 

 



17 

 
 
 
2023-2024 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 
 

 

 3.7 Tobacco Settlement 
 

1. Support proposals which reimburse local governments for indigent and employee health 
care costs attributable to tobacco products, reduce youth access to tobacco products, and 
promote community-based tobacco prevention and intervention efforts. 

 
2. Oppose proposals which weaken the ability of local government to sue the tobacco 

industry, preempt the ability of local government to regulate tobacco products, and weaken 
the ability of the federal Food and Drug Administration to regulate nicotine, unless part of 
an overall settlement which is beneficial to the County. 

 
3. Support proposals which prevent the federal government from taking proceeds from 

settlements between the tobacco industry and state and local governments. 
 

4. Oppose proposals which limit the ability of individuals to sue the tobacco industry for 
tobacco-related damages. 

 
 3.8 Waste Management and Superfund 
 

1. Support proposals which protect local governments from liability for hazardous waste 
cleanup and which provide funding to local governments to clean up hazardous waste 
sites. 

 
2. Support proposals and funding for the immediate clean-up of hazardous materials at 

closed military bases to ensure the prompt reuse of those bases for new purposes. 
 

3. Support development of long-term markets for recycled materials and other end-use 
products. 

 
4. Support proposals which would increase recycling, such as of televisions and computer 

monitors that are toxic due to their lead content, including by requiring manufacturers, 
retailers, and end users to help finance recycling costs. 
 

5. Support the development of alternatives to landfilling that protect the environment, public 
health, and public safety. 

 
6. Oppose proposals which would allow transport of nuclear waste through the County. 

 
7. Support proposals that would provide for the safe collection and disposal of medical waste 

materials, such as medical needles and medication. 
 

8. Support proposals that place greater emphasis on producer/manufacturer responsibility 
for the environmental impact of their products and the waste that is produced and shifts 
end-of-life management and financial responsibilities from local governments to 
producers, in order to reduce public costs and encourage improvements in product design 
that promote environmental sustainability. 

 
9. Support waste reduction policies and programs, including mandated manufacturing take- 

back requirements, to divert additional material from landfill disposal through proper 
collection and management. 
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10. Support proposals that provide funding for creating new and modernizing existing solid 
waste related infrastructure, including recycling and organic waste processing facilities. 
 

11. Support proposals and funding that facilitate recovery and recycling of lithium-ion vehicle 
batteries. 
 

12. Support legislation to assure a full “cleanup to background” of the contaminated areas at 
and surrounding the Santa Susana Field Lab, as outlined in the 2007 Consent Order 
between Boeing and key federal and State agencies and the 2010 Administrative Orders 
on Consent agreement between key federal and State agencies. 
 

 3.9 Voting 
 

1. Support proposals and funding to help state and local governments upgrade their voting 
equipment to a more technologically advanced system that produces accurate and 
expeditious election results without imposing uniform nationwide standards. 

 
2. Support legislation to update Section 4 of the Voting Rights Act in order to effectively 

protect voting rights and pass constitutional muster. 
 

3. Support proposals that would ensure all eligible citizens have full access to the voter 
registration process and/or affirms the intent of the National Voter Registration Act.  

 
4. Support proposals that promote the development and use of secure, accessible voting 

systems that are aligned with the Los Angeles County Voting Solutions for All People 
(VSAP). 

 
5. Oppose proposals that would limit the use or functionality of Los Angeles County’s VSAP 

voting system components or services. 
 

6. Support proposals for federal funding to support the accelerated implementation of an 
expanded vote-by-mail voting model. 

 
7. Support proposals that provide elections officials flexibility on the availability of in-person 

voting locations and the recruitment of poll workers in response to declared emergencies 
or disasters. 
 

4. HEALTH 
 

4.1  Children’s Health Insurance Program 
 

1. Support proposals that would provide states with greater flexibility over the use of the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) funds, including to expand eligibility to cover 
parents and legal immigrants, expand the scope of covered services, and use community-
based delivery systems without requiring federally approved waivers. 

 
4.2 Health, Mental Health, and Public Health 

 

1. Oppose proposals to repeal the Affordable Care Act (ACA), particularly provisions that 
expanded access to health insurance and public health services funded through the 
Prevention and Public Health Fund. 
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2. Support proposed alternatives to provisions in the ACA that would minimize the number 
of uninsured residents in Los Angeles County and maximize federal funding to serve 
County residents. 

 
3. Oppose proposals that convert Medicaid from the current open-ended Medicaid 

entitlement financing structure to one with capped funding at lower levels, or with 
reductions in eligibility or scope of covered benefits and services. 

 
4. Support reform of Medicaid financing and provider payments to increase Medicaid 

payments to health safety-net providers, including through programs such as 
disproportionate share hospital payments, federally-granted Medicaid waivers, and 
federally-supported quality and performance incentive programs. 
 

5. Support reform of Medicaid payments to providers to encourage efficient use of resources 
and expand ambulatory care services to low-income patients without jeopardizing total 
available Medicaid funds. 

 
6. Support a more equitable allocation of federal Medicaid funds to reduce the current 

disparity under which some states, such as California, receive far less federal Medicaid 
funds per Medicaid recipient than other states. 

 
7. Support proposals which would increase California’s Federal Medical Assistance 

Percentage, the federal matching rate used under the Medicaid and Title IV-E Foster Care 
and Adoption Assistance programs. 

 
8. Support the continuation and expansion of the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home 

Visiting program, by reauthorizing the program and increasing funding to allow states, 
territories, and tribes to expand these services to more children and families. 

 
9. Oppose proposals which would increase the County’s unreimbursed costs of providing 

and administering health care services, such as proposals which would reduce the level 
of Medicaid payments, reduce the number of Medicaid eligible persons, and reduce the 
scope of Medicaid covered services, such as by eliminating reimbursement of graduate 
medical education costs and by narrowing the definition of rehabilitative services and 
targeted case management services that are eligible for Medicaid funding. 

 
10. Support proposals which would expand Medicaid, CHIP, and health insurance coverage 

to more persons, such as the uninsured, persons in State or local detention facilities, and 
minors whose health needs, otherwise, must be met by the County. 

 
11. Support proposals to increase Medicare payments for graduate medical education to 

assist public teaching hospitals, which play a critical role in training residents, and to 
increase funding for graduate medical education programs in preventive medicine under 
Medicare or other programs. 
 

12. Support proposals and funding to enhance the nation’s public health infrastructure and the 
capacity of local public hospitals, public health departments, behavioral health 
departments, and community-based organizations to prepare for and respond to acts of 
terrorism, mass shootings, community violence, and other medical and public health 
emergencies. 
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13. Support proposals which provide increased funding for trauma care and healing services, 
and interventions to reduce trauma-related injuries. 

 
14. Support proposals which provide funding for capital improvements to public hospitals, 

public health facilities, and clinics. 
 

15. Support proposals and funding which would promote and market the availability of County 
health and behavioral health services, which expand and improve access to health and 
behavioral health services for the uninsured, women, and other populations with special 
needs, and which decrease health and behavioral health disparities among ethnic and 
cultural groups. 
 

16. Support proposals which provide funding for urban telemedicine programs in medically 
underserved areas, and which would reimburse physicians in urban areas for telemedical 
consultations. 

 
17. Support proposals which would expand or improve mental health and substance use 

disorder coverage, including medications for addiction treatment, under public and private 
health insurance programs, and which would fund and integrate mental health and 
substance use disorder prevention, treatment, and services as part of a continuum of 
services under substance use disorder, mental health, health, human services, and other 
public programs. 

 
18. Support proposals which would allow Medicaid reimbursement for patients at institutions 

for mental disease (IMDs), which are hospitals, nursing facilities, or other institutions with 
more than 16 beds that are primarily engaged in the diagnosis, treatment, or care of 
persons with mental health and substance use disorder conditions, including 
reimbursement for room and board under Medicaid waivers. 

 
19. Support proposals which would increase Medicaid reimbursement of In-Home Supportive 

Services (IHSS) costs, including by allowing Medicaid payments to be made to IHSS 
providers who are responsible relatives of recipients. 

 
20. Support proposals which would expand Medicaid coverage to include the evaluation and 

diagnosis of learning disabilities. 
 

21. Support proposals requiring prior notification to state and local governments by licensed 
health facilities granted protection under federal bankruptcy laws to ensure maintenance 
of appropriate patient care. 

 
22. Support proposals which allow public hospitals and other County facilities and programs 

which purchase prescription drugs to access discounted pharmaceutical pricing 
schedules, including those available to the federal government. 

 
23. Support proposals and funding which would increase the education, training, supply, 

recruitment, and retention of licensed, certified, and registered workforce members 
including nurses, physicians, laboratory personnel, substance use disorder (SUD) 
counselors, midwives, doulas, health educators, community health workers, and other 
health professionals, especially for work in medically underserved areas. 
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24. Support proposals and funding to enhance cultural and linguistic competence in health 
education and delivery. 

 
25. Support legislation to reauthorize Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration programs, which would provide increased funding to California and the 
County, and support proposals that would provide for a more equitable allocation of 
Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant funds, such as by increasing the 
statutory cap on the cost of service factor that adjusts block grant allotments for the relative 
differences in the cost of providing substance use disorder services among states. 

 
26. Support proposals and increased funding for preventive health, public health, and mental 

health services, such as immunizations, early detection, and diagnostic services, 
interconception and prenatal care, well-person care, nutrition, injury and violence 
prevention, tobacco cessation, and health/mental health education activities. 
 

27. Support proposals which would provide for the treatment and care of current and former 
Armed Services members with spinal cord and traumatic brain injuries at the Rancho Los 
Amigos National Rehabilitation Center under a contract with the federal government, and 
which would enable veterans to receive medical care on a timely basis from non-Veterans 
Affairs facilities, such as the County’s. 

 
28. Support proposals that ensure continued funding from the Violence Against Women Act 

and the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act. 
 

29. Support proposals that preserve and expand Planned Parenthood funding. 
 

30. Oppose proposals that would limit an individual’s right to access a full spectrum of sexual 
and reproductive health care, including proposals that would change the Title X family 
planning program, including those that would restrict the physical location of safety-net 
facilities that receive Title X funding or limit the reproductive counseling options that can 
be provided to patients. 

 
31. Support enactment of tax credits for individuals who provide in-home care to elderly 

parents or other family members. 
 

32. Support proposals to modernize public health data surveillance and information 
technology to allow for meaningful participation in health information exchanges and 
improved capacity to track and respond to outbreaks, hazardous community exposures, 
and increased disease burdens. 

 
33. Support proposals to reduce or eliminate youth access to misused substances, including 

but not limited to, alcohol, tobacco, e-cigarettes, and other vaping devices and among 
other things and banning flavored tobacco products including, but not limited to, menthol 
cigarettes. 

 
34. Support proposals that lower prescription drug costs for consumers, public hospitals, and 

other County facilities. 
 

35. Support proposals to create or expand integrated information sharing systems for health, 
behavioral health, housing and homeless services, human services and social service 
programs for the purposes of assessment, and linking individuals and families to services, 
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and that ensure the legal rights and the privacy of the individual or families receiving 
services. 

 
36. Support proposals that establish, enhance, and/or expand training and professional 

development opportunities for substance use disorder professionals, including incentives 
and partnerships to recruit and develop substance use disorder staff, particularly in 
underserved areas, communities of color, and elevated risk populations. 

 
37. Support proposals for new Medicaid Section 1115 and 1915(b) waivers to increase access 

to behavioral health care by modernizing Medi-Cal, including provisions that update 
medical necessity criteria. 

 
38. Support proposals to make housing and residential facilities for individuals with a mental 

illness, such as Adult Residential Facilities and Residential Care Facilities for the elderly, 
a federal benefit or entitlement. 
 

39. Support proposals that provide funding to strengthen environmental protections for 
disproportionately burdened communities (e.g., people of color and low-income people), 
and the ability of the public health or health services systems, including environmental 
health monitoring and oversight, to detect, prevent, and respond to natural and man-made 
disasters. 

 
40. Support proposals for equitable investments to eliminate health disparities and improve 

social determinants of health among disproportionately burdened communities (e.g., 
people of color and low-income people) and address policies that perpetuate structural 
racism and the impacts of historically racist practices (i.e., redlining, community 
disinvestment, and over-policing). 

 
41. Support funding and additional resources for the handling of local response activities to 

address public health emergencies, and that any federal funds provided not be transferred 
from other existing programs to avoid compromising other important public health efforts. 

 
42. Support proposals to eliminate the three-month waiting period for gay men, bisexual men, 

and men who have sex with men (MSM) donating blood and to immediately and explicitly 
allow gay men, bisexual men, and MSM who have recovered from COVID-19 to donate 
plasma. 

 
43. Support proposals that allocate new funding for the Public Health and Social Services 

Emergency Fund to ensure sufficient new funding for health and behavioral health centers. 
 

44. Support proposals that remove the IMD exclusion for states that have submitted a plan to: 
increase access to outpatient and community-based behavioral health care, increase 
availability of crisis stabilization services, and improve data sharing and coordination 
between physical health, mental health, substance use disorder treatment providers, and 
first-responders. 

 
45. Support proposals that provide additional funding for research on potential treatments and 

cures for rare diseases like Batten disease. 
 

46. Support proposals to end discriminatory blood donor policies that prevent gay and bisexual 
men from becoming blood donors. 
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47. Support proposals to increase the supply and manufacturing of the monkeypox vaccine; to 
establish standard billing codes and sustainable reimbursement levels for monkeypox 
testing, vaccine administration and treatment; and funding to reimburse monkeypox testing, 
vaccine administration and treatment services provided by clinics, hospitals, and other 
healthcare providers caring for uninsured residents. 
 

48. Support proposals for:  1) Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) Control Pilot Program for 
the County to meet the indicators and targets in the Federal Sexually Transmitted 
Infections Strategic Plan; 2) the launch of the Ending the STD Epidemic Initiative: A Plan 
for America; 3) the National Clinical Quality Association  to adopt new incentives to 
improve compliance with the health plan Healthcare Effectiveness Data and Information 
Set (HEDIS) measures; and 4) increased funding for street medicine interventions to 
ensure that people experiencing homelessness receive care for STDs. 
 

49. Support proposals that enhance federal support for safety net providers such as public 
hospitals, including funding to support inadequate health insurance reimbursement rates, 
to reduce the burden of uncompensated costs, to enhance equity in the health care system, 
or to otherwise support providers who disproportionately care for underserved 
communities. 
 

50. Support proposals that ensure behavioral health workforce initiatives include licensed and 
non-licensed substance use disorder (SUD) clinicians, including SUD counselors, to 
strengthen and expand the broad spectrum of the behavioral health workforce. 
 

51. Support proposals that recognize the County as its own jurisdiction to receive Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration funding to support and expand SUD 
prevention, treatment, and recovery services. 
 

52. Support proposals that remove barriers to treating tobacco use disorder in all settings of 
care, including SUD treatment settings. 
 

53. Support proposals that reduce the prosecutorial and legal system interference with 
overdose and infection prevention programs and initiatives for people who use drugs. 
 

54. Support policies that help ensure safe prescribing practices and safe disposal methods, 
including the continued expansion of industry-funded drug disposal take-back locations. 
 

55. Support proposals that eliminate the Hyde Amendment and other abortion coverage bans 
from Congressional spending bills. 
 

56. Support proposals that define violence as a public health and safety issue and provide 
funding and additional resources for local governments, law enforcement, courts and 
community violence prevention, crisis intervention, restorative justice, conflict mediation 
and healing services, including proposals that establish, enhance, and/or expand training 
and professional development opportunities for law enforcement personnel and violence 
prevention professionals to provide these services, particularly individuals with lived 
experience in underserved areas, communities of color, and elevated risk populations. 
 

57. Support proposals to increase funding for local governments (courts and law enforcement 
agencies) to enforce Gun Violence Restraining Orders / Domestic Violence Restraining 
Orders, a red flag system to prohibit abusers from owning guns, funding for removing 
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firearms from individuals in the Armed Prohibited Persons System , and support culturally 
appropriate public education campaigns to increase awareness of these laws, where 
implemented. 
 

58. Support proposals to provide funding and additional resources for community violence 
prevention, crisis intervention, restorative justice, conflict mediation, and healing services, 
including proposals that establish, enhance, and/or expand training and professional 
development opportunities for violence prevention professionals to provide these services, 
particularly individuals with lived experience in underserved areas, communities of color, 
and elevated risk populations. 
 

4.3 Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (HIV/AIDS) 
Programs 

 

1. Support proposals that would increase funding for Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (HIV/AIDS) programs and activities, 
including the Ryan White Programs, HIV/AIDS screening, prevention, treatment, care, and 
research activities. 

 
2. Support proposals that would increase the County’s share of available funding. 

 
3. Support preservation of direct grants to heavily impacted areas, such as the County. 

 
4. Support proposals which would allow funds to be used to provide a more comprehensive, 

integrated continuum of care and services, and which would increase local flexibility over 
the use of funds in addressing locally determined needs and priorities. 

 
5. Support maintaining the current statutorily required roles and responsibilities of planning 

councils under Ryan White programs. 
 

6. Support proposals which would increase the availability of and access to routine HIV 
screening and HIV/AIDS care, treatment, prevention, research, and education programs. 
 

7. Support proposals that improve compliance with federal HEDIS measures tied to chlamydia 
screening for young women aged 16-24. 

 
5. HOUSING 

 
 5.1 Housing and Homeless Assistance 
 

1. Support proposals to maintain or increase funding to public housing authorities (PHAs), 
such as for capital improvements, operating subsidies, resident services, administration, 
and anti-crime programs in public housing. 

 
2. Support proposals which would provide local officials with greater flexibility over the 

administration and use of housing funds, including over the membership of the governing 
body of the PHA, asset management, performance measurements, fair housing, HOME, 
public housing, Section 8, and the Moving to Work Demonstration Program. 
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3. Support the continued administration of the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program 
by local PHAs and oppose proposals which would reduce local decision-making authority 
or convert the Section 8 program into a block grant to states. 

 
4. Support sufficient funding to renew all existing Section 8 vouchers at reasonable rents for 

the jurisdictions served. 
 

5. Support proposals which would simplify program administration and ease reporting 
requirements for public housing authorities. 

 
6. Support proposals, tax incentives, and funding which would increase home ownership and 

rental housing opportunities for extremely low, low- and moderate-income individuals, and 
families and increase the supply of affordable housing. 

 
7. Support proposals which provide additional resources for meeting the housing and related 

supportive service needs of special populations, such as the elderly, disabled, victims of 
trafficking, veterans, domestic violence survivors, LGBTQ youth, unaccompanied women, 
persons with substance use disorders, and mentally ill persons. 
 

8. Support the reauthorization of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act and 
proposals which would increase local discretion over the use of homeless assistance 
funds, increase funding for homeless assistance programs, including supportive housing, 
interim housing, supportive services, Rapid Re-Housing, emergency services, and the 
Homeless Management Information System, more equitably distribute funds based on 
relative need, and fund the renewal of contracts for permanent supportive housing from a 
separate homeless program account rather than Section 8 funds. 

 
9. Support proposals and funding that would increase fair housing activities. 

 
10. Support proposals to provide funding to collect data on the number and characteristics of 

the homeless population in Los Angeles County. 
 

11. Support proposals that would impede predatory lending practices. 
 

12. Oppose proposals which would restrict the authority of public housing authorities in the 
administration of housing programs, such as the selection and eviction of tenants, 
leveraging of assets to expand affordable housing opportunities, or which would impose 
costly new requirements that are not accompanied by additional resources to implement 
them. 

 
13. Support proposals that would enhance the ability of public housing authorities to prevent 

fraud and collect unpaid rents. 
 

14. Support the creation of a Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) data 
base that would contain information on all participants in HUD-assisted programs to 
ensure proper and timely assistance. 

 
15. Support proposals and funding which would enable more homebuyers to avoid 

foreclosures, mitigate the negative impacts of foreclosures, and stabilize impacted 
neighborhoods, such as through housing counseling programs, the restructuring of loan 
terms for borrowers at risk of foreclosure, rehabilitation of foreclosed properties, and 
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increased flexibility over the use of federal funds. 
 

16. Support funding and proposals which would reduce homelessness, including among 
veterans in the County, such as by developing permanent supportive housing at 
Department of Veterans Affairs facilities and underutilized or unutilized County-owned 
buildings throughout the County for male veterans, in addition to specific housing for male 
or female veterans and their families. 

 
17. Support proposals that increase federal resources dedicated to homeless veterans and 

increase funding for the HUD-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing  program. 
 

18. Support legislation that combats discrimination in housing based on age, language, 
immigration status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sex stereotype, pregnancy, 
childbirth or a related medical condition, sexual orientation, gender identity, and sex 
characteristics, including intersex traits or other protected characteristics. 

 
19. Support proposals and funding that would allow the County to utilize and maintain excess 

or under-utilized federal property for public purposes, such as permanent or interim 
housing. 
 

20. Support proposals to use Community Reinvestment Act funding to finance affordable 
housing options, including accessory dwelling units, for senior and low-income 
homeowners. 

 
21. Support proposals, such as rental, mortgage, or legal assistance, that would aid in 

preventing evictions, foreclosures or displacement of residential tenants, small landlords, 
and small businesses. 

 
22. Support proposals to expand housing opportunities for highly vulnerable people 

experiencing homelessness and proposals that provide resources to prevent 
homelessness, including eviction defense services, rental assistance, and regulations that 
provides financial relief for struggling mortgage holders and renters. 
 

23. Support proposals and legislation which aim to increase nine percent Federal Low-Income 
Housing Tax Credit allocations.  
 

24. Support proposals to lower the threshold of Private Activity Bond financing and increase 
Private Activity Bond caps. 
 

25. Support legislation that prioritizes first-time homebuyers in home sales, such as providing 
financial incentives to sellers.  
 

26. Support revisions to the prevailing wage provisions of Davis Bacon and Related Acts in 
order to minimize the cost impact upon affordable housing production.  
 

27. Support proposals and amendments to the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program 
which would allow individuals who are undocumented to access Section 8 vouchers.  

  



27 

 
 
 
2023-2024 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 
 

 

28. Support proposals and funding that increase housing density near employment, transit, 
services, and other community amenities and facilities, and limit urban sprawl via local land 
use policies and ordinances. 
 

29. Support proposals to protect residential and commercial tenants from displacement impacts 
from activities such as housing repairs, improvements, and community investment, 
including but not limited to right to counsel, rent escrow, rent control, just cause eviction, 
and “right-to-return” ordinances. 
 

30. Support proposals that promote and address homeownership equity. 
 

31. Support proposals that exempt certain types of payments that individuals with lived 
experience of homelessness receive for paid consultation opportunities from income 
calculations for SSI benefits, so that participants do not experience a reduction in payments 
they are receiving. 

 
6. ECONOMIC, AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 
 6.1 Community Development 
 

1. Support programs and initiatives providing community development, economic 
development, and housing for low- and moderate-income persons to improve their living 
conditions and the economic health and infrastructure of their communities. 
 

2. Support proposals which provide increased local flexibility under federal community 
development and housing programs. 

 
3. Support retention of the current direct allocation of Community Development Block Grant 

CDBG funds to large urban counties and CDBG and HOME state/local allocation formulas, 
which would maintain or increase funding for Los Angeles County. 

 
4. Support continued funding for the Section 108 loan guarantee program, which is an 

important source of financing for economic development, housing rehabilitation, and other 
physical development projects. 

 
5. Oppose policies which would allow private commercial development and the transfer of 

land to private entities at the Veterans Affairs West Los Angeles Healthcare Center. 
 
6. Support proposals which would increase resources available to local jurisdictions to clean 

up and redevelop brownfields. 
 

7. Oppose proposals which would increase fees for Small Business Administration loans. 
 

8. Support proposals which would increase funding for asbestos and lead-based paint 
removal programs. 

 
9. Support proposals and funding which would promote small business development, 

including high technology and clean technology companies. 
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10. Support increased funding, programs, and policies beneficial for individuals, businesses, 
and organizations that comprise the creative economy, including artists and creative 
entrepreneurs, as well as nonprofit arts organizations and creative industries. 

 
11. Support proposals that would assist with the transition of workers, particularly 

disadvantaged or displaced workers, from the fossil-fuel industry to other cleaner and 
growing industries. 

 
12. Support proposals that would spur economic growth and promote economic recovery after 

declared emergencies or disasters. 
 
13. Support proposals that would provide funding for infrastructure, with direct local 

investment as a priority, to create good local jobs. 
 

14. Support proposals that provide independent and small businesses with direct assistance 
and relief from the economic impact of public health emergencies. 

 
15. Support legislation that would provide small business owners with additional bankruptcy 

and liability protections from personal guarantees for leases between small business 
owners and commercial landlords. 
 

16. Support proposals that seek to: 1) provide time extensions of the Federal Opportunity 
Zone Program; 2) increase reporting requirements to track and deliver local community 
benefits; 3) enact transparency provisions that make information publicly available on 
opportunity zone projects; 4) add or amend qualifying census tracts; 5) integrate the 
Opportunity Zone Program with other federal funding programs; 6) incentivize or facilitate 
opportunity zone investments in government-owned property, including California State 
tax conformity for opportunity zone investments in developments on government-owned 
land; and 7) change the Federal Opportunity Zone Program to incentivize investment in 
opportunity zone communities while also ensuring anti-displacement protections, 
requirements for local jobs and business opportunities, and transparency in reporting. 

 
17. Support proposals that provide increased federal funding for small- and medium-sized 

businesses to offset the costs of providing paid leave benefits to employees for the 
purpose of accessing vaccinations. 
 

18. Support proposals which provide funding to community development that would integrate 
climate resilience and adaptation. 
 

19. Support proposals that strengthen the reach and build the capacity of Community 
Development Fund Institutions to remove barriers keeping many individuals from 
engaging with traditional banking infrastructure (e.g., no credit check or lowered credit 
check standards for account openings; second chance checking; credit-builder products; 
lower minimum balance requirements, etc.). 
 

20. Support efforts to strengthen and modernize the Community Reinvestment Act to ensure 
federally insured banks can meet the credit needs of the communities in which they are 
chartered, including low- and moderate-income neighborhoods. 
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21. Support proposals that increase the 15 percent spending cap on public services funded 
through CDBG. 

 
 6.2 Workforce Development, Employment, and Training 
 

1. Support maintaining and expanding funding for Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
(WIOA), including, but not limited to, dedicated funding for summer and year-round 
employment programs, proposals that increase work experience funding for in-school and 
out of school youth to increase the viability of locally created career pathways based on 
high growth sectors, and measures to ensure that local areas can train and pay workforce 
staff at appropriate levels. 

 
2. Support proposals to provide local elected officials with greater flexibility over the 

administration, planning, and use of WIOA funds, including but not limited to, the flexibility 
to determine appropriate funding allocations for training services, fund participant stipends 
and  apprenticeship programs, serve more in-school youth and foster youth, increase 
administrative cost limits to support full funding of partners, fund pre/apprenticeship 
programs, subsidize employment, and enhance virtual offerings and digital technologies. 

 
3. Support proposals to expand and improve the effectiveness of the one-stop workforce 

delivery system, including greater incentives to form local, regional and sector 
partnerships, formalizing alignment/cost sharing with federal laws and funding streams 
(WIOA, TANF, SNAP, HUD, and Perkins), increasing service coordination and 
consistency across outcome measures and enabling partners to cross check eligibility, 
enrollment and performance information and continue to emphasize alignment with post-
secondary education system. 

 
4. Support WIOA performance measurement system reforms which would promote local 

flexibility in setting performance goals, and which would ensure that local areas are not 
penalized for having a high unemployment rate or for targeting services at hard-to-employ 
persons or persons with special needs, such as foster youth or the homeless. 

 
5. Oppose proposals that would include WIOA programs in a “super waiver” covering 

multiple federal employment and education programs, which could reduce the amount of 
funds available to the County for locally determined workforce services. 

 
6. Support proposals which would provide a streamlined funding mechanism for sharing one-

stop infrastructure costs among partner programs in a manner that ensures  
County-administered partner programs will not incur a disproportionately high share of 
infrastructure costs. 

 
7. Oppose funding reductions and support increased funding to WIOA Youth Training 

programs, subsidized student loan programs, and other federal programs that provide 
opportunities for youth to up-skill (obtain new and more advanced employment skills), 
through additional training and education. 
 

8. Support programs that provide up-skilling, job placement, career enhancement, 
pre/apprenticeships, industry-recognized credentials, subsidized employment, and other 
services to federally defined WIOA target populations and workers with barriers to 
employment to increase their employment and earnings. 
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9. Support providing local elected officials greater control and flexibility over the 
administration, planning, and implementation of employment and training programs. 

 
10. Support the equitable allocation and pass-through of federal employment and training 

funds to states and local areas based on relative need as measured by factors such as 
unemployment, poverty, and the number of individuals in the federally defined WIOA target 
populations, according to the latest available data. 

 
11. Support legislation which allows persons from the military to obtain credit for their up-

skilling and promotes the transfer of such skills to the civilian workforce to avoid the time 
and cost of retraining. 

 
12. Support proposals which permit the full implementation of the County’s Living Wage 

Ordinance. 
 

13. Support proposals to streamline WIOA participant eligibility verification to accelerate 
participant enrollment and increase access to WIOA services for targeted populations. 

 
14. Support proposals that create pipelines for WIOA funding for community colleges to create 

direct linkages to college structured training courses and career pathways leading to full 
time employment. 

 
15. Support proposals that provide resources for employment and training programs aimed at 

transitioning people out of extractive occupations and preparing individuals for careers 
and high-road employment opportunities in the green economy. 
 

16. Support proposals to streamline the WIOA Eligible Training Provider List process for 
training providers that encourage participation and demonstrate effectiveness.  
 

17. Support proposals that reduce barriers to entry and better serve workers and businesses 
with  the highest employment needs including by:  1) funding and enhancing supportive 
services (e.g. subsidized childcare, training stipends, mental health services) for 
participants enrolled in WIOA services; 2) allow for incentivizes for community or faith-
based organizations to engage in local workforce and barrier reduction efforts; and  
3) remove consideration of justice-involvement and drug screening requirements from 
eligibility standards. 
 

18. Support WIOA eligibility reform and other proposals which would allow individuals who are 
undocumented to access federally-funded workforce development programs and 
services. 
 

19. Support proposals that promote job quality, racial and gender equity, economic mobility and 
sustainability as performance measures, such as proposals that:  1) emphasize long-term 
participant engagement and employment advancement over time; 2) provide incentives for 
a just transition and data tracking for advancements in the blue and green economy; 3) 
emphasize strategies that lift worker demand and reduce occupational segregation; 4) 
extend and fund follow-up services up to 24 months across all WIOA programs; and 5) 
permit and fund jail-based and re- entry programs and services. 
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20. Support proposals that promote and increase resources for evidence-based career, 
training models, and business development services, including:  1) High Road Training 
Partnerships; 2) pre/ apprenticeships in non-traditional sectors and for diverse 
populations; 3) employer-based training and business services (including financing and 
grants, business accelerators/incubators, and tax/hiring incentives that support pathways 
into quality jobs); and 4) sector and industry partnerships. 
 

21. Support proposals that create systems for sharing evidence-based workforce 
development strategies across local areas and incentivize regional planning, alignment, 
and partnerships. 

 
22. Support proposals that would require employers to provide advance layoff notice to workers 

prior to a planned or required site closure. 
 

23. Support proposals that require each Governor to direct reserve funds to local workforce 
boards where available. 

 
7. JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
 7.1 Justice/Public Safety 
 

1. Support the allocation of Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant, juvenile 
justice, and other anti-crime block grant funds to local governments based on their relative 
need and responsibility for criminal justice activities, such as measured by crime rates and 
criminal justice expenditures including, but not limited to, jails, courts, prosecution, 
incarceration, probation, and indigent defense. 

 
2. Support direct grants (or the pass-through of an equitable share of state block grant funds) 

to counties for the development, refurbishment, or operation of correctional facilities. 
 

3. Support the elimination of local match requirements under anti-crime and other justice 
assistance programs, such as the Community Oriented Policing Services program, for 
financially distressed local governments. 

 
4. Support proposals to allow the County to use unreimbursed State Criminal Alien 

Assistance Program costs as matching funds towards any match requirement for federal 
anti-crime funds. 

 
5. Support increased federal resources to assist County justice agencies with crime 

laboratory improvements and backlog reduction, drug laundering intervention, combatting 
human trafficking, jail automation, and in addressing other needs. 

 
6. Support increased funding for probation under federal community policing programs, but 

not at the expense of currently financed law enforcement activities. 
 

7. Support proposals which would facilitate information sharing and coordination between 
federal, State, and local public safety agencies. 

 
8. Support proposals to promote community prosecution programs and increase 

prosecutions, including gun-related crimes, human trafficking, and identity theft. 
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9. Support increased federal involvement and funding to reduce gang-related crimes and 
increased federal funding for juvenile justice programs which promote a balance of funding 
between punitive intervention efforts and prevention investments. 
 

10. Support proposals that make mental health intervention a component of law enforcement 
and the administration of justice, including training law enforcement personnel in dealing 
with the mentally ill, and support funding for mental health and drug courts, and increased 
funding for community-based alternative crisis response and substance use disorder 
programs that provide alternatives to law enforcement involvement. 

 
11. Support legislation which expands federal jurisdiction to prosecute hate crimes based on 

gender, sexual orientation, and disability. 
 

12. Support legislation which seeks to reduce discrimination and hate crimes, increase human 
relations education and training, and enhance communities’ capacity to effectively address 
intergroup relations issues. 

 
13. Support proposals which allow for an intercept of federal tax refunds of probationers who 

owe restitution. 
 

14. Support proposals and funding which would provide for the cancellation or repayment of 
student loans for public defenders and prosecutors. 

 
15. Support proposals and funding to expand drug courts, mental health courts, child sex 

trafficking courts, and their related treatment programs as an alternative to incarceration. 
 

16. Support proposals to prohibit the unauthorized use, manufacture, wearing, sale, or 
transfer of any official public agency badge or photographic identification card. 

 
17. Support proposals which would increase the County’s share of Edward Byrne Memorial 

Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) funding, provide direct JAG funding to the County in a 
timely manner, and increase the County’s decision-making authority and flexibility over 
the use of funds. 

 
18. Support proposals to ban the sale, manufacture, transfer, and importation of semiautomatic 

assault weapons and related devices that allow semiautomatic weapons to function as 
assault weapons or automatic weapons. 

 
19. Support proposals to provide funding to incentivize and encourage states to reform or 

replace their money bail systems. 
 

20. Support proposals that provide funding to invest in justice involved individuals through the 
arts. 

 
21. Support legislation to strengthen national policing reform standards and support state and 

local governments in their reform efforts, including proposals to: 
 

• ban chokeholds, carotid holds, and no-knock warrants at the federal level and limit the 
transfer of military-grade equipment to state and local law enforcement agencies; 

 
• mandate the use of dashboard and body cameras for federal officers, and require state 
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and local law enforcement agencies to use existing federal funds to ensure the use of 
body cameras by law enforcement officers; 

 
• establish a National Police Misconduct Registry to prevent law enforcement officers 

who are fired or leave one agency from moving to another jurisdiction without any 
accountability; 

 
• reform the qualified immunity doctrine so that individuals are not barred from 

recovering damages when police violate their constitutional rights; 
 

• establish public safety innovation grants for community-based organizations to create 
local commissions and task forces to help communities to re-imagine and develop 
concrete, just, and equitable public safety approaches; 

 
• create law enforcement development and training programs to develop best practices, 

and require the creation of law enforcement accreditation standards based on 
recommendations made by President Obama’s Taskforce on 21st Century Policing; 

 
• require state and local law enforcement agencies to report use of force data, 

disaggregated by race, sex, disability, religion, and age; 
 

• improve the use of pattern and practice investigations at the federal level by granting 
the U.S. Department of Justice Civil Rights Division subpoena power, and create a 
grant program for state attorneys general to develop authority to conduct independent 
investigations into problematic police departments; 

 
• establish a U.S. Department of Justice task force to coordinate the investigation, 

prosecution, and enforcement efforts of federal, state, and local governments in cases 
related to law enforcement misconduct; and 

 
• prohibit federal, state, and local law enforcement from racial, religious, and 

discriminatory profiling, and mandate training on racial, religious, and discriminatory 
profiling for all law enforcement. 

 
22. Support legislation that reflects the Board’s commitment to strengthen law enforcement 

transparency, accountability, and policing reform, including supporting proposals that 
would: 

 
• prohibit the use of kinetic energy projectiles or chemical weapons by any law 

enforcement agency to disperse an assembly protected by the First Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution; 

 
• expand eligibility for compensation under the victim’s compensation programs for 

injuries or death caused by use of force by a police officer; 
 

• mandate law enforcement agencies to require officers to immediately report potential 
excessive force, and to intercede when present and observing an officer using 
excessive force; 

 
• require municipalities to annually post on their website information relating to the use 
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of force settlements and judgments; 
 

• authorize a person to bring a civil action against any responsible party, who, motivated 
by the person's protected status, knowingly causes a peace officer to arrive at a 
location to contact the person with the intent to, among other things, infringe upon the 
person's right; 

 
• require a law enforcement agency or oversight agency to complete investigations into 

allegations of the use of force, sexual assault, discharge of a firearm, or dishonesty 
relating to the investigation of a crime or misconduct by another peace officer or 
custodial officer, despite the peace officer’s or custodial officer’s voluntary separation 
from the employing agency; 

 
• discourage individuals from using 911 or other communications with law enforcement 

to harass a person because that person belongs to a protected class; and 
 

• create a process to automatically revoke the certification of a peace officer following 
the conviction of certain serious crimes or termination of employment due to specified 
misconduct. 

 
23. Support federal funding and policy changes that may be necessary to support the closure 

of the Men’s Central Jail. 
 

24. Support proposals that advance funding, support, and advocacy for victims and survivors of 
hate incidents. 
 

25. Support proposals that expand universal background checks, ban assault weapons, and 
high-capacity magazines, and remove immunity from liability for gun manufacturers and 
dealers. 
 

26. Support federal Legislation that would prohibit persons who are on the United States 
Federal Bureau of Investigations’ No Fly List from purchasing or possessing a firearm. 

 
 7.2 Homeland Security 
 

1. Support funding for local homeland security activities, such as emergency preparedness 
and response, planning, training, equipment, personnel, and improved interoperable 
communications systems. 

 
2. Support proposals which would more effectively target homeland security, first responder, 

bioterrorism, and firefighting funds based on relative need, population, and threat levels. 
 

3. Support funding to improve the security of critical infrastructure, such as roads, bridges, 
flood control, water resources, hospitals, public buildings, and transportation facilities. 

 
4. Support funding to ensure an adequate supply of vaccine, antidotes, medications, and 

other medical supplies to respond to a health emergency or terrorist threat. 
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5. Support the direct allocation or the pass-through of an equitable share of state block grant 
funds to counties for first responder, bioterrorism, interoperable communications, 
emergency management, and other homeland security activities. 

 
6. Oppose match or cost-sharing requirements which would hinder the ability of financially 

distressed state and local governments to receive or utilize federal funds. 
 

7. Support greater local flexibility over the use of first responder, bioterrorism, interoperable 
communications, and other homeland security funding, including the flexibility to use funds 
to pay for personnel. 

8. Support proposals which would clarify that the federal government rather than state and 
local public health departments or their employees is financially liable for any claims 
arising from the administration of a vaccine as part of their involvement in a federal 
vaccination campaign. 

 
9. Support proposals which would facilitate interagency information sharing and coordination 

on emergency management, law enforcement, public safety, and health matters relating 
to homeland security. 

 
10. Support proposals and funding for human relations agencies to combat terrorism and 

related hate violence by helping to enhance communication, trust, and cooperation 
between law enforcement and impacted communities, and for the nation’s human relations 
infrastructure to prepare for, prevent, and respond to hate violence, prejudice, and 
damage to intergroup relations that may arise from terrorist attacks or threats. 

 
11. Support the concept of multi-year federal grant funding to improve security at seaports 

and harbors in Los Angeles County. 
 

12. Support proposals which would promote a regional approach to homeland security and 
emergency preparedness. 

 
13. Support proposals and funding which would increase fire prevention and fire safety, and 

which would enhance the capabilities of fire departments to provide fire and other public 
safety services. 

 
14. Support proposals and funding which would strengthen the cyber security of the 

information technology and network infrastructure of state and local governments. 
 

15. Oppose proposals that withhold funding for or the reimbursement of costs for wildfire 
prevention or firefighting activities on federal, state, or local lands. 

 
8. MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT/MANDATE RELIEF 

 
 8.1 Disaster Assistance 
 

1. Support proposals which would increase the amount of federal disaster aid available to 
the County, such as by authorizing federal reimbursement of straight-time labor costs for 
emergency response work and oppose proposals that would reduce Federal disaster aid 
or increase the proportion of disaster aid or hazard mitigation costs which must be borne 
by state or local governments. 

 



36 

 
 
 
2023-2024 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 
 

 

2. Support proposals and funding to strengthen federal, state, and local government capacity 
to plan, prepare, respond to, and recover from disasters or emergencies, including those 
involving natural or environmental disasters, disasters induced or  
 
exacerbated by climate change, acts of terrorism, and public health emergencies such as 
by expanding the federal definition of disasters to include extreme heat. 

 
3. Support proposals that provide relief, including tax relief and other protections, for 

residents affected by natural disasters or other emergencies, including those disasters 
induced or exacerbated by climate change (e.g., heat). 

4. Support increased funding for federal programs that provide emergency assistance and 
disaster relief to affected communities and residents. 

 
5. Support proposals that would enhance efforts or provide funding to state and local 

agencies to prepare and protect older adults and dependent individuals during 
emergencies or potential emergencies. 

 
6. Support proposals that provide upfront funding for FEMA reimbursement for declared 

disasters and emergencies. 
 

7. Support proposals that require certain helicopters and aircraft to be equipped with basic 
safety technologies. 

 
8. Support proposals that would ensure that federal disaster relief allocated to the County 

includes sufficient funding for the restaurant and hospitality industry. 
 

9. Support proposals that reduce collateral consequences to small business owners resulting 
from COVID-19, including:  1) restricting reporting of small business commercial debts, 
including rental debt, to credit reporting bureaus; 2) limiting aggressive debt collection 
practices against Qualifying Small Business Tenants, including but not limited to 
harassment by landlords; and 3) allowing commercial tenants to terminate their leases 
early without penalty or obligation to make remaining lease payments. 

 
10. Support proposals that provide federal assistance to upgrade ventilation systems at 

schools. 
 

9. SOCIAL SERVICES 
 

 9.1 Health and Human Services Reform 
 

1. Support proposals which would increase the number of indigent County residents who are 
eligible to receive federally-funded assistance while ensuring that sponsors meet their 
financial obligations. 

 
2. Support maintaining Medicaid, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), 

and child support enforcement as open-ended entitlement programs. 
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3. Support open-ended entitlements for Title IV-E Foster Care and Adoption Assistance and 
other funding models that promote priorities, such as increased state and local flexibility 
in the expenditure of federal funding, and support achievement of better outcomes for 
children. 

 
4. Support sufficient funding for health and human services reforms commensurate with any 

increase in services or administrative responsibilities needed to implement the reforms. 
 
5. Support proposals and funding for welfare-to-work activities. 

 
6. Oppose proposals that finance a non-Social Security or SSI program through offsets from 

Social Security or SSI benefits. 
 

7. Support proposals and funding for services to non-custodial parents that strengthen their 
earning power, promote the payment of child support, and promote more effective 
parenting and greater involvement in the lives of their children. 

 
8. Support proposals and funding to improve health and human services information 

technology, and to implement and make improvements to automated data and 
management information systems for federal programs administered by state and local 
governments. 

 
9. Support proposals which would simplify the administration of TANF, Medicaid, SNAP, and 

other public assistance programs. 
 

10. Oppose proposals that would reduce federal or State financial participation in health and 
human services programs, especially proposals that could result in a reduction in services 
or shift costs to the County. 
 

11. Support proposals to hold state and local governments harmless from fiscal penalties 
when the federal government did not provide additional funding commensurate with the 
cost of meeting new federal requirements, or when the failure to meet federal requirements 
resulted from factors beyond their control, such as the lack of clear program instructions. 

 
12. Oppose proposals which would increase the County’s unreimbursed costs of providing 

and administering health and human services, such as reducing federal funding or denying 
federally-funded benefits to indigent County residents who will remain eligible for County-
funded services. 

 
13. Support proposals which would enhance the County’s ability to utilize federal funds to 

coordinate and integrate service delivery, including, but not limited to, the sharing of costs 
and client information across federal programs. 

 
14. Oppose administratively imposed requirements, such as performance or quality control 

standards, that are not accompanied by additional federal funding and the appropriate 
operational and technical support. 
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15. Support proposals that would increase state and local flexibility under Section 1115 
waivers, including by extending Section 1115 waiver authority to Title IV-B Child and 
Family Services, Title IV-E Foster Care and Adoption Assistance, and Title XX Social 
Services. 

 
16. Support maintaining the flexibility of states to terminate demonstration projects and state 

options in health and human services programs. 
 

17. Support proposals and funding that would promote home and community-based care, 
especially for persons who, otherwise, would require institutionalization. 

 
18. Support proposals to increase federal child support enforcement funding. 

 
19. Support proposals and funding to assist ex-offenders become self-sufficient through 

employment and training. 
 

20. Support proposals which would increase nutrition education, provide consumers with more 
nutritional information on foods, and discourage the marketing of non-nutritious foods and 
beverages to children. 

 
21. Support legislation which would mirror California’s Medical Injury and Compensation 

Reform Act (MICRA), and which would not preempt state laws which govern medical 
malpractice and torts, such as MICRA. 

 
22. Support Medicaid proposals that would allow hospitals and health systems to pay for 

housing, nutritional assistance, climate adaptation (e.g., cooling infrastructure to mitigate 
heatwave impacts), and other services that address social determinants of health. 

 
23. Support proposals that extend or build on programs established under California’s Section 

1115 Waiver, including the Organized Delivery System Demonstration Project for 
substance use disorder benefits, Global Payment Program, Public Hospital Redesign and 
Incentives in Medi-Cal, and Safety New Care Program, among others. 
 

24. Support proposals that ensure greater alignment between 42 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) Part 2 and the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act Privacy Rule for 
substance use disorder services patient confidentiality to improve the coordination of care 
and supportive services. 

 
25. Support proposals that would increase the availability, affordability, and marketing of 

healthy, local, sustainably-produced foods and beverages, including plant-based options. 
 

26. Support proposals that provide additional funding to increase the level of nutrition 
assistance or benefit amount that is available to County residents who participate in 
federally-funded programs such as SNAP, the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 
for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), the Summer Food Service Program, the Child 
and Adult Care Food Program, and the Commodity Supplemental Food Program.  

 
27. Support proposals that support enrollment and reduce barriers to County resident 

participation in federally-funded programs such as SNAP, WIC, and free school meals. 
 

28. Support legislative and funding proposals intended to reduce the cost of feminine products 
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and diapers, to cover the cost of providing these free products to low-income residents 
and/or to allow government benefits to cover the cost of feminine hygiene products and 
diapers. 
 

29. Support proposals that would allow electronic signatures on State and federal forms. 
 

30. Support updates to food and nutritional supplement labeling requirements to cover 
additional allergens such as gluten-containing grains, to standardize definition of “sell by” 
dates, and/or to regulate use of terminology such as “natural” and “climate-friendly”. 
 

31. Support proposals that increase the capacity of free food distribution programs to recover, 
store, and/or distribute healthy foods. 
 

32. Support proposals that expand coverage of the SSI program such as by eliminating asset 
limits. 
 

33. Support funding for programs that increase access to healthy foods. 
 
 9.2 Immigration and Refugees 
 

1. Support proposals that reduce the County’s criminal justice costs associated with 
non-citizens who are potentially deportable. 

 
2. Support proposals which would reduce backlogs of naturalization and immigration 

adjustment of status cases, and which eliminate barriers faced by aged and disabled legal 
immigrants in becoming naturalized citizens. 

 
3. Support a reinstatement of Section 245(i) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, which 

allows immigrants to adjust their immigration status without leaving the country if they pay 
a penalty fee, and support using the fee revenues to expand immigration and naturalization 
activities and reimburse costs in the districts where the fees are collected. 

 
4. Support legislation to authorize and provide funding for Refugee Act programs that ensure 

that newly arrived refugees will receive cash and medical assistance, employment and 
training, social services, and other needed services. 

 
5. Support a more equitable allocation of Refugee Support Services, and support proposals 

which provide local governments with greater decision-making authority over the use of 
funds, including the flexibility to serve refugees who have been in the U.S. over five years. 

 
6. Oppose proposals which would restrict the eligibility of refugees for other federal 

programs, such as TANF, SSI, and Medicaid, or which would shift costs of providing cash 
and medical assistance to refugees from the federal government to state and local 
governments. 

 
7. Support comprehensive federal immigration reform. 

 
8. Support proposals which would protect Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and 

Deferred Action for Parents of Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents. 
 

9. Support proposals which would encourage the reporting of crimes, human trafficking, child 
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abuse and neglect, and communicable diseases. 
 

10. Support proposals that maintain or increase the flexibility of the County to provide services 
to individuals without regard to their immigration or citizenship status. 

 
11. Support proposals and practices that preserve or increase the receipt of federal benefits 

and services by immigrants, who pay federal taxes, and their U.S. citizen children. 
 

12. Support proposals that provide administrative relief from deportation or lawful immigration 
status to undocumented immigrants who meet certain conditions, such as those who 
entered the country as children, who are parents or spouses of U.S. citizens, who have 
resided continuously in the country for a long period of time, or who themselves (and/or 
their families) would face extreme hardship if they were removed from the country. 

 
13. Support alternatives to detention for all immigrants in civil removal proceedings and 

support the end of civil incarceration of immigrants. 
14. Support the end of civil incarceration of immigrants and support proposals and measures 

to ensure that individuals who are housed in detention facilities, pending adjudication of 
their immigration cases, receive needed health care and supportive services. 

 
15. Support proposals to maintain or expand protections for the confidentiality of personal 

information collected by the County. 
 

16. Support proposals that provide an immediate and permanent legislative solution, including 
permanent residency status and/or a path toward citizenship, to immigrant youth and 
recipients of special federal immigration and refugee protection programs, including DACA 
and Temporary Protected Status (TPS). 

 
17. Oppose proposals that ban refugees from entering the United States, including policies 

and travel bans that discriminate against refugees, immigrants, and visitors on the basis 
of religion and national origin. 

 
18. Oppose proposals that expand guidelines to change public charge determinations by 

considering non-cash benefits in determining eligibility for immigration status. 
 

19. Oppose proposals that separate children from their families who arrive at the border with 
minor children, including proposals that would fund the prosecution of parents seeking 
asylum who arrive at the border with minor children. 

 
20. Oppose proposals that deport immigrant populations due to reinterpretations of the U.S.-

Vietnam Repatriation Agreement or other international immigration agreements. 
 

21. Support proposals that protect eligibility criteria for individuals seeking asylum or refuge in 
the United States, including, but not limited to, domestic violence survivors. 

 
22. Oppose proposals that modify removal procedures of undocumented immigrants in the 

United States. 
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23. Support proposals that provide protections to immigrant families and unaccompanied 
undocumented minors in detention or in the custody of the federal Government, including 
preservation of the Flores Settlement Agreement. 

 
24. Oppose proposals that create barriers for immigrants applying for lawful status, including 

the increase of application fees for permanent or lawful resident status. 
 

25. Support proposals that ensure the U.S. reaches the refugee admission ceiling and 
provides adequate resources to resettlement agencies to support new arrivals. 

 
26. Support proposals to prohibit the separation of immigrant children from their parents and 

that would facilitate prompt reunification of separated unaccompanied immigrant children 
with their parents, families, or sponsors. 

 
27. Support proposals that provide a path to citizenship for eligible undocumented immigrants 

and/or strengthen the existing family reunification system. 
 

28. Support proposals to end civil immigration detention, including the closure of for-profit 
immigration prisons and stopping the incarceration of individuals during their civil 
immigration proceedings. 

 
29. Support proposals to reform the employment-based immigration and nonimmigrant visa 

systems to promote innovation and expand regional economies. 
 
30. Oppose proposals to revise appellate procedures for immigration cases that deprive 

immigrants’ access to fair hearings and a robust appellate review process. 
 

31. Support proposals to provide TPS or Deferred Enforcement Departure for Ukrainian 
Nationals, including family members of American Citizens or Permanent Residents.  
 

32. Support proposals that provide additional funding to non-profit organizations that partner 
with the federal government to resettle refugees in the United States. 
 

33. Support proposals that do not bar immigrants in need of assistance from receiving benefits.  
 

34. Support proposals that would provide Afghan refugees a pathway to legal immigration 
status to remain in the United States. 
 

35. Oppose proposals that would codify and/or prolong the use of the Title 42 policy. 
 
 9.3 Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
 

1. Support legislation which maintains or increases annual TANF Block Grant funding levels 
and state and local flexibility over the use of funds, provides for an equitable allocation of 
funds to California, and preserves or increases the current state maintenance-of-effort 
(MOE) requirement to ensure that sufficient resources are available to meet the needs of 
low-income children and their families in the County. 

 
2. Support preservation of the current scope of allowable activities and populations served. 

 
3. Support expanding the work activities that states may count towards the TANF work 
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participation rate, and support the elimination of the separate two-parent work 
requirement. 

 
4. Support proposals which provide incentives to states to move families toward self- 

sufficiency, such as by providing credit toward a state’s work participation rate for moving 
recipients into employment and by subsidizing employment. 

 
5. Support proposals which would waive fiscal penalties on states that failed to meet federal 

work participation rate requirements despite increasing expenditures on work-related 
activities or which would allow a state to pay its penalty by increasing its TANF work-
related expenditures by an amount equal to the penalty. 

 
6. Support proposals which would increase the flexibility of states to draw down their TANF 

allotments. 
 

7. Support proposals which would strengthen TANF’s role in reducing child poverty. 
 

8. Support proposals to increase state and local flexibility under TANF, especially over 
welfare-to-work activities, including for subsidized employment. 

 
9. Support proposals which would reduce potential increased costs or fiscal penalties for 

states and counties under TANF, including those that otherwise would result from 
increased federal requirements. 
 

10. Support proposals that better align WIOA with TANF or SNAP, including program 
outcomes, adopting WIOA performance metrics for programs, or use of TANF or SNAP 
funds to support training, education, and support services for workers. 

 
 9.4 Military and Veterans Affairs 
 

1. Support proposals that recognize or award Merchant Mariners and other veterans for their 
dedicated military service and sacrifice. 
 

2. Oppose proposals which would result in the downsizing or closure of the Los Angeles Air 
Force Base and other military installations in California. 

 
3. Support proposals which would reform how the military addresses missing service 

members, sexual assault, and sexual harassment within the armed forces. 
 

4. Support proposals that call on other nations to immediately release all prisoners of war 
and captured civilians. 

 
5. Support changes and enhancements to Title X of the United States Government Code 

and advocate in support of reforms to the current United States Department of Defense 
procedures for discharge status upgrades for LGBTQ+ veterans, as well as changes to 
gender identity, name and other relevant sections on discharge documentation negatively 
impacting those who have transitioned post separation from the military. 
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6. Support proposals that codify protections for LGBTQ+ veterans, including recognizing all 
same-sex marriages for the purpose of receiving benefits. 
 

 9.5 Older Adult Programs 
 

1. Support increased funding for Older Americans Act (OAA) programs, including funding to 
support the Adult Protective Services program, transportation assistance, meal programs 
and case management support. 

 
2. Support proposals that would increase flexibility over the use of OAA funds. 

 
3. Support proposals that would reduce non-federal match requirements and expand what 

can be counted as a matching contribution. 
 

4. Support proposals which would provide for the more equitable allocation of OAA funds to 
states and substate areas, based solely on relative need using the latest available data. 

 
5. Support funding proposals that promote training and education among law enforcement 

agencies, financial institutions, and other organizations to combat elder and dependent 
adult abuse, including financial exploitation. 

 
6. Support proposals that provide funding to implement initiatives at the local level that 

address fall-related injuries and deaths in older adults such as the National Falls Free 
Initiative. 

 
7. Support proposals that would increase organizational capacities and resources to provide 

a full range of appropriate home and community-based services to older adults. 
 

8. Support proposals that expand eligibility for congregate meal programs to dependent 
adults, ages 18-60 with disabilities. 
 

 9.6 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP/Food Stamps) 
 

1. Support continued funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), 
which formerly was the Food Stamps Program. 

 
2. Support proposals which would simplify SNAP administration, including telephone 

interviews with applicants, one-step benefit calculations, and streamlining of the program’s 
work and training requirements. 

 
3. Support proposals to reform its quality control (QC) system, such as by setting more 

reasonable error rate targets, placing greater emphasis on rewarding good performance 
rather than penalizing poor performance, allowing states to reinvest any QC fiscal penalty 
as an alternative to payment, and removing client-caused errors from the calculation of 
the QC error rate methodology. 

 
4. Support proposals that improve coordination and policy alignment between the SNAP and 

TANF programs. 
 

5. Support the restoration of SNAP eligibility to all legal non-citizens. 
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6. Support proposals to eliminate the college student eligibility rules for the SNAP program. 
 

7. Support proposals which will allow categorical eligibility to SNAP benefits for families 
participating in the National School Lunch Program and/or Former Foster Youth between 
the ages of 18-26. 

 
8. Oppose proposals that redefine and/or limit the type of TANF-funded benefits that may 

convey categorical eligibility for SNAP. 
 

9. Oppose proposals that remove State flexibility in calculating standard utility allowances 
used to deduct shelter expenses from income for SNAP benefits. 

 
10. Support proposals that provide the maximum scope of allowable activities and 

components in the administration of SNAP Employment and Training. 
 

11. Support proposals that would eliminate the interview requirement for SNAP 
recertifications. 

12. Support proposals that would eliminate the SNAP work requirements and Able Bodied 
Adult Without Dependents requirements. 

 
13. Support proposals that would exempt the foster care payments from the SNAP household 

income calculation, which will allow Former Foster Youth and AB 12 Non-Minor 
Dependents access to SNAP benefits to purchase nutritious meals. 

 
14. Support proposals that would align State policy and Federal Quality Control requirements. 

 
15. Support proposals to extend the Elderly Simplified Application Demonstration Project to 

reduce barriers and increase participation in the SNAP program among low-income adults 
60 years or older and/or people with disabilities. 

 
16. Support proposals which would promote business and nonprofit participation in, and 

reduce barriers to, SNAP meal service delivery to qualifying individuals. 
 

17. Support proposals that encourage and facilitate alignment between SNAP Employment & 
Training, WIOA, and the public workforce system to expand workforce development 
services. 
 

18. Support proposals that increase resident access to SNAP online ordering and delivery 
services. 
 

19. Support proposals that would increase drinking water affordability such as through 
CalFresh/EBT water supplements.  
 

20. Support continued funding for and/or proposals that expand the maximum scope of 
allowable activities and components in the administration of Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program – Education (SNAP-Ed). 
 

21. Support proposals that provide emergency food assistance to all eligible low-income 
residents during a public health emergency regardless of immigration status. 
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22. Support proposals that promote increased affordability of fresh fruits and vegetables, 
specifically through financial incentives, subsidies, and outreach to SNAP-eligible/SNAP 
recipients and healthcare and retailer participation in health incentive programs. 

 
10. TRANSPORTATION 

 
 10.1 Surface Transportation Reauthorization 
 

1. Support legislation to reauthorize surface transportation programs, which would maintain 
or increase overall annual funding, provide for a more equitable allocation of funds to 
California and the County, fund demonstration projects in the County, and enhance the 
role of local officials over the planning and use of funds. 

 
2. Support proposals which would increase the share of federal transportation funds received 

by California relative to federal taxes collected from California. 
 
 

3. Support proposals to increase funding for the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
(CMAQ) program, which funds transportation projects that lower emissions to assist states 
in meeting federal air quality standards, targets a greater share of CMAQ funds to urban 
areas with the worst air quality, and increases local flexibility over the use of CMAQ funds 
in improving air quality. 

 
4. Support proposals which would increase state and local control over the use of funds by 

increasing the share of total funding allocated, by formula, to states rather than through 
Congressionally-earmarked projects. 

 
5. Support proposals to streamline and expedite the transportation planning and 

development process. 
 

 10.2 Transportation 
 

1. Support funding for County transportation projects. 
 

2. Support proposals to provide local officials with greater flexibility under federal 
transportation programs. 

 
3. Support regional alternatives to the expansion of Los Angeles International Airport, 

including the use of tax and fee incentives for airlines to expand the number of flights at 
underutilized regional airports. 

 
4. Support funding for zero or near-zero emission buses and for bus maintenance facility 

improvements. 
 

5. Support efforts to work collaboratively with regional transportation agencies and the 
private sector to secure funding for transportation projects in Los Angeles County. 

 
6. Support funding to state and local agencies to construct highway-rail grade separations in 

order to relieve traffic congestion and improve public safety. 
 

7. Support proposals and funding which would promote zero or near-zero emission goods 
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movement and that would improve the efficient movement of goods from ports to other 
regions and reduce traffic congestion and improve air quality. 

 
8. Support proposals that allow local agencies to continue to implement local hire preference 

programs and limit the State’s authority to evaluate local agency’s programs. 
 
9. Support proposals and financing, including tax-exempt financing or tax credits, for 

transportation projects which would reduce climate change, greenhouse gas emissions, 
and air pollution. 

 
10. Support proposals for electric vehicle infrastructure investment for all vehicle classes 

which will provide environmental, economic, social, and mobility benefits. 
 

11. Support proposals to reinstate funding for an automated helicopter noise complaint 
system. 
 

12. Support proposals that would exempt bus manufacturers from any prohibition on public 
transportation agencies entering into contracts for the purchase of rolling stock from 
Chinese-owned, controlled, or subsidized companies. 

 
13. Support proposals that would promote active transportation that are inclusive of and 

accessible to all levels of physical ability, including promoting active transportation 
networks between jurisdictions. 

 
14. Support proposals that would provide funding or other incentives to support the provision 

of low and no-cost transit passes for students, seniors, the disabled, and low-income 
populations. 

 
15. Support proposals that would provide funding and other support for the installation of bus- 

only lanes and signal prioritization for transit buses, including for the installation of full bus 
rapid transit infrastructure along priority corridors. 

 
16. Support proposals that provide support, funding, or flexibility to local governments to 

advance a safe systems approach to traffic safety consistent with Vision Zero. 
 

17. Support proposals that would require states to incorporate community sensitive 
improvements on all state highway projects that go through cities and unincorporated 
communities and defer to local agency design standards for local agency roads that go 
over or under state highway or interstate freeways. 
 

18. Support proposals for congestion relief and climate resiliency projects along The Old Road 
in the Santa Clarita Valley. 
 

19. Support proposals that would direct the U.S. Department of Transportation to prioritize 
innovative and strategic surface transportation projects, provide funding for temporary 
facilities, and/or provide planning assistance to U.S. cities hosting the Olympics, 
Paralympics, and Special Olympics. 
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11.  UTILITIES AND INFASTRUCTURE 
 
 11.1 Communications 
 

1. Support proposals and funding that would enable County public safety agencies to 
upgrade their communications systems, utilize additional radio spectrum, implement, or 
expand interoperable communications systems, use new communications technologies, 
and meet increasingly complex communications requirements. 

 
2. Support proposals to provide local agencies with waivers from federal mandates to convert 

from broadband to narrow band communications technologies unless sufficient funding is 
provided to comply with the mandates. 

 
3. Support proposals which would assign additional radio spectrum to public safety agencies. 

 
4. Oppose proposals which preempt local government authority over telecommunications 

services, such as the franchising and regulation of cable television services, the 
placement, construction, and modification of telecommunications towers and facilities, 
emergency alert and interoperable communications systems, and the protection of 
consumers relating to telecommunication services. 

 
5. Support proposals which encourage competition among communications providers for the 

full range of telephone, cable, video, internet, and broadband services. 
 

6. Support federal proposals which prohibit “slamming” and “cramming” of telecommunications 
services, and which limit the financial liability of affected consumers. 

 
7. Support proposals which protect consumers from unsolicited commercial electronic mail 

(“spamming”). 
 

8. Oppose proposals which preempt the authority of local government to adopt policies on 
use of Internet services and equipment funded by the federal E-rate telecommunication 
discount program. 
 

9. Support proposals to provide consumers with a callback number that would lift the identity 
block used by marketers in telephone solicitations. 

 
10. Support proposals to provide all public libraries with lower rates for telecommunications 

services, including access to the Internet. 
 

11. Support proposals that promote and fund nationwide availability of 2-1-1 telephone service 
for information and referral to human services and for other purposes. 

 
12. Support proposals that promote universal and affordable access to a wide range of 

telecommunications services, including voice, video, data, the Internet, and an affordable 
broadband program for disadvantaged County residents, particularly those who are 
low-income, aged, or disabled. 

 
13. Support proposals that protect net neutrality. 

 
14. Support proposals that provide local governments with no-cost access to media to 
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distribute information to residents by such methods as Public, Educational, and 
Government access channels. 
 

15. Support proposals that create regional technology and innovation hubs and provide 
investments in science, technology, and U.S. semiconductor chip manufacturing. 
 

 13.2 Utilities and Energy 
 

1. Support efforts to ensure reasonable wholesale rates for electricity and oppose proposals 
which would restrict state and local government efforts from addressing energy problems. 

 
2. Support proposals to require refunds to consumers and utilities for rates charged in excess 

of just and reasonable levels. 
 

3. Support efforts to establish electric utility reliability standards. 
 

4. Oppose proposals which would restrict the ability of public agencies to use tax-exempt 
financing for electric co-generation. 

 
5. Oppose proposals which would preempt state or local authority over the siting or zoning 

of power plants, power lines, or other utility-related infrastructure. 
 

6. Support proposals and funding which would reduce energy consumption and greenhouse 
gas emissions, including by assisting local governments in shifting energy usage to 
non-peak hours, promoting energy efficiency, using renewable resources, and 
implementing local energy strategies and initiatives. 

 
7. Support proposals that would expand access to reliable, affordable, broadband 

nationwide, particularly for underserved communities, and which would bridge the digital 
divide by:  1) developing best practices for streamlining the permitting of high-speed 
broadband internet infrastructure; 2) exploring public-private partnerships to incentivize 
private investment in broadband infrastructure in historically underserved and rural 
communities; 3) creating workforce development pipeline programs that identify career 
opportunities created by supporting the expansion of broadband, fiber, and related 
telecommunications infrastructure industries; and 4) utilizing innovative, short-term and 
long-term strategies to provide free or low-cost high-speed internet and related devices to 
disadvantaged communities. 
 

8. Support policies and proposals that increase funding sources to help plug, abandon, 
remediate, and revitalize idle and orphaned well sites, and advocate for increased funding 
that will provide critical relief to the County and its residents. 
 

9. Support proposals to fund and support health and safety protections, including continuous 
air monitoring programs near oil and gas operations. 
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