
HAZARDS AND THREATS 

LANDSLIDES, MUD AND DEBRIS FLOWS 

WHAT TO DO DURING STORM AND HEAVY RAINFALL 

• Listen to the local radio stations or watch television for warnings about storm 
and/or heavy rainfall in your area regarding emergency public information and 
instructions. 
 

• Be aware of any sudden increase or decrease in water level on a stream or creek 
that might indicate debris mudflow upstream. A trickle of flowing mud may 
precede a larger flow. 
 

• Look for tilted trees, telephone poles, fences or walls, and for new holes or bare 
spots on hillsides. 
 

• Listen for rumbling sounds that might indicate an approaching landslide or 
mudflow. 
 

• Be alert when driving. Roads may become blocked or closed due to collapsed 
pavement or debris. 
 

• If a landslide and/or debris flow occurs, danger is imminent, quickly move away 
from the path of the slide. Getting out of the path of the slide and/or debris 
mudflow is your best protection. Move to the nearest high ground in a direction 
away from the path. If rocks and debris are approaching, run to the nearest 
shelter and take cover. 
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